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'TO THE 


Read 


READER, 


Pon the often oy earneſt, Defir 
ard Solicitation of ſame ſobe 
Perſons, that beard theſe Ser; 
mons Preached, I have adv 
red to male this Plain Diſcourſe ( 
Timely Preparation for wp 1 Public 
And if thou art Reconciled i, "and rial 
in Love with Truth and wy, 
is that put into thint Hand, (wo | 
Gol add: his uy will | PL 
Md to greater ſeriouſ ics an jo 
inthe mattcrs of thy Soul Now that t 
conduce ts thy {-iri: al and eternal Ad, 
vantag', u by Deſire wha hs {a1 
| Sink welfare, 
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236 MAT, 25» 10, 
 : And they that were Ready went "in 
Him to the Marriagt, and the N 


was ſbat. 


HE Thing of EPIOEL on - | 
by "moſt menlittle believed, 
onnpepredy, till it be too | - 


beſtdes this preſent We 

(which ſth have its period) there is ar 
World,of an eternal duration : And hora 
cording to oor choice, life, and 
will our doom and eternal habitation 
the World to come; ſo that there is nl 
diſpenfible Neecflity to make Las? for 
ſed x Immortality. 
cernl, Parableof the: ten TOE 

* and alarums us unto, In which _ able 1 
two parts. 

Firſt, the Churches Preparation £ 
Chriſt, called here The Bridegroom, 
footer verſe, \a 

Seco y the BrideProomes C | 

weer them , from wary to the/$y el 
A3 


bs. 4 


= * he Tom Gl et = 
, F ' coming 4 

ba Bride: OSaeon day! The words ſerve 

'. 2 Glaſs or dright Sun-beam, tv repreſent 

je different eſtate of believers and undelicy- 

wiſe and fooliſh Virgins, at Chriſts comes 

gs by Death or Judgement, 


In whictrobſcrve three things. 

7 The preparation of the wiſe Virgins; 
Why cos may 

+ Their 'clcom and Admiſſion to the 
» They went in with him, i. ©. into 
hs Pro Fnce-C hamber of the King of Glo 

3, Ye have the doleful ;Rej: Riva and x 
Gen of ah fooliſh Virgins, And rhe Door 


y 4 


. "Th: Dofrine that I fha!l Cellet and 
- Handle from the words is this, They 
end only ſuch who are graciouſly quali- 
| Bedard Bs for Chrift in thu World, 

| Joallcnyoy e. ernal Fellowſbip and Commu- 
non with Chrift mm the other World. 


43 teſt part,of eur happineſs that we 
” I lies in this, That we Thall 
” Clriff, Doſt thou defire a better 


Countrey? - 


RR 


TILE 
Coomery 7» vit, tv comt ſale rected 
thine eye-ever_upon thine end, 

know that here life is gotten or ras) 
hity. Sinnzr;- do not deceive fy # 
hope for Heaven, and do the wor of He 
if thou doſt expe to goin with Chriſt, and 
enjoy God, and glory hereafter, daily 6 | 
the means, and.go.in. the 'way to Heave 
here. There is x congrdiry berwern 
way ahd th: end : * They anſwer one at 
ther, as face anſwereth face in the water ;, off 
| Fi Were the Voice oo ne 

chodo anſwer cachoth:r. 1f thy 
and life cry Heaven, Heaven, then thy End 
or Death will cry Heaven; bit if thy L hs 
and Praftice cry hell, hetx, thine End like 
Ecchs to the Voice will cry hyll, b-H.. 
men brew they drink; and receive wages 
cording to their work ;, and" as young lowe Ye 
reap: the Harveſt is the end 0 
thry that were ready went ia, not oh 
Heaven confiſterh | rtly in the fi - 
preparation of ' the foul and bad 
blefſed Seciety;above. ' The Para of 
would be a Priſon, may 1 not ſay &% 
the impious and unholy.: 

"Sore eyes cannut behold the Sun v 
griefy' Sine will not ſlay in the | 
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Aant Mcdows : Hence, ne work ſe irkſom bs 
+ Chrifts, no time ſo uncomfortable and tedi- 
; Bas to wicked men, as abiding under Chriſts 
wings in his Ordinances, 
_ Before I proceed to- ſpeak to the ſeveral 
branches in the DoQrige, I muſt enter a Ca- 
veat or Caution. | 
- Firſt, this Meemeſs, Fitneſs, and Prepara- 
tion for Heaven, is not to be undes ſeed ina 
» way of Popiſh Purgationor Merits, viz. by 
© Prayers, Afts of Munificence, Almes, Pilgri- 
mages, Penance, Purgatory, &c, The Re- 
+ wards of Grace, not ef Det, or Deſert, for 
all our Righteouſnefſes are but as folihy rags ; 
* aff when we have done all we are but unprofit» 
able Servants { ſaith our Saviour,) 1/a. 64.6. 
Luke 17 10% Our good hope and everlaſting 
conſolation is through grace. 
© Secondly, the readinels is not to be under» 
Tftood. as if all that ſhall goto Heaven with 
Zhbrift. bave an inherent, finle(s, and periocal 
feftien; As Stars have their twinklings, 
nd Diamond: their flaws, and the beſt Gold” 
feth need jome grain of all&wance, ſo the 
ſteminent Chriſtian; bave. their frailties 
mixtures "of corruption. Solomon chal- 


Fogeth the whole wgrld, when befaith,» Who 
Gs. [ay 1 have mags ”Y keart clear, _—_ 
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from wy ſin? *Tis true, there it a rhe 
ee ies own gs yet ave oat walked 
their filthineſs, ov. 30.11. Such we 
Phariſces, and ſome PerfeRioniſts of this 
age > whercasthe Life ofthe moſt holy Mal 
in the World, .is not as a Garden withoy 

{ weeds, this is reſerved for Heaven, And 
none die comfortably, ,or go in with Chrilf 
but thoſe who have lived perfealy, theneve 

ry manmuſt go out of the World with't 
{pair.and terrour , for the failings of Gall 
Pcople are. morethentheir duties, their*s 
ruptions more then their graces: fo t 
'} whoever goes toHeaven, mu ſt be beholc 
| tothe redeeming blood, and juſtifying righ 
| teouſneſs of the Lord Jefus, This being pr 
\ miſed, I ſhall proceed -to the Explanatior 
the Doftrine, in which 1 ſhall odferve. 1 | 
Order and Method, - bo. 
Firſt ſhew, That there is a Fitneſrand Pt 

paredneſs in Beleevers for their future. 
of blefſeaneſs. , 
Secondly, That thu Fitneſs is in"the day: 
tioe of Life, not after Death. Pa 
Thirdly, What this Fitneſs for Chriſta 
Heaven uv, ow 
Fourthly,7 ſball give the Reaſons wgunli 

all muſt prepare, and why. none elſe mae: 

. With-Chri wp Y & 3-7 
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Firſt, That Believers are 4; vinely qualified 
. + qa rages | Blefſedne 3 being a People 
mad: re Power or the Lord, Like 
2-17. at 't thoſe wiſc Mor are "fit and 
kccounted worthy to go inwith Chrift, will 
ar three ways. 
ID by their intrinſecal Endowments and + 
- pp or what God hath done in 


Iy by. the choice Epithires and 
given to thrm. 
| ® Thirdly, their Priviledges and Regalities 
Sth which they are inveſt{d and ennobled. 
» Firſt, their inward Frame and Confticuti- 
dth exceed the whole World:, There is 
rare, curious and inimitable work of the 
1 7 upen the ſouls of all that ſhall 
Chriſt. Relrever s are bu Workman- 
> They are renewed in theSpirit oftheir min, 
beve put on the ew man, which after God 
created in rightcouſneſt and true holineſs, 
| hey are bely Brethren, Partaker oof the bta- : 
wenly Calline, and a divine Naturezand tranſ- 
7 id and charges ſrom zlory to glory into tha 

q fone 
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| gels, The Name of a Chriſtian is:# 


Chriſt; and Theodoſiue another Emperom 
' profeſ | 
Membrem Ecclefiz quim Caput 
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WES: IE 
ſame Image. They ay ih» be adv 
Glory ms hor f the life they live" als 
ld rhe Life of God, and their converiation 
faid to be is Heaven, Eph:2.10. Epb.42 
24. Heb 3.1. 2Pet.1.4. 2Cor. 3.179. © 
Secondly, their Titles do ſpeak their? bo 
nels; They arecalled; the Children of # 
Bride-chawber, Children of the King 
Children of the Rtſurreftion, Chriſhs fait Ones 
the Kings Daughter, Gods Jewels, bis h 
Treaſure, bis excellent Ones, ſuch of wh 
World is not worthy. 
What is the chaff tothe Wheatzor pebble 
toPearls,or clods of Farthto the bright Starsy 
or the children of hell to theſe earthly An« 
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honourable Nameg Alex »der thought hiny 
ſelf happy that tre might be named Aecbille 
and Ceſar if he might be called Alex 
The Believers Name is of greatey F 
Solyr iwmas called the Wonder of Greece, arid 
Gtory of the Greeks, but he was not to col 
pare with the meaneſt Saint,' Conſtantine 
Valtntiniar, rwo famous 'Emperours, © 

themfelves Yaſſellos Chriiti, the Vallalie 


ofefſced, It was more bonour 16 him, wn 
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Monkey of th Choreb, hes. Ecad of th | 


*-- Thirdly ,theic Priviledges allo do evidence 
*this Fitneſs, which are all opal. | 
-»  Firſh hep hare aRoyal Deſcent, and.ſo 
Ute Sons and ters of the Loxd God Al- 
jis ys My Firſt-born, ſgith the Lord of 1ſ- 
oo his people, We read of the chil- 
dren of baſe men, viler then the Earth, Job 
£30, $. 7erabel is called a curſed woman, 
pugh a Kings Daughter, Nebuchadnexzzur 
Es called an abominable branch, and Autiochue 
© Bpiphencs, a 'vile perſon. Believers are of 
dd, 'andborn notof blood, nor. of the will 
of the ficſh; nor of men, but from above, 


[Jon 3. 

+ Secondly, Moreover , they have a Royal 
irit. | Nebnchgdnexzar told Daniel, In bias 
was the Spirit of the holy Gods. Joſhua and 

veleb (that entred into the holy Land ) were 

en of another ipirit, Namb. 14.24. This 
ſpirit that Hts them ' for «Heaven is a holy 
$1 ir 11-4, A Spirit of Grace, a Spirit 
F 


Rom 
lory, -4 Pet. 4.14. Socalled, becauſe.it 
from theGodof Glory, and prepares 
\them for Glory, . | 
+> Thirdly, they have Royal Offices, and are 
loycd about Royal. þylnels. Top 


py 6 


eats... 4 46. AM LOS. 


| ; at in ſtrength, ſtand as Sentinels at t 


preſence, - and belong ns Roy 
hol 


0” 7 3, 4 


7 = W . 
gs and Prieſts , BY | 
Pte ne divine prof Bev, 1.6. Pſal.h. 
24. 1 Pet, 2. « 1 

Fourthly, ey have Royal Attendant 
glorious Angels 3 _ Watchers, who 


. - 


$to protedt their Perſons, day and 
while they live: And they muſt cont 
their ſouls thorough the Devils Territories 
ſafe to the Place of their everlaſting habit 4 
tion, after they are dead,. P/al. 34. $,. Heb 
1. 14 Luks 16. 22: If you are by Gra 4 
prepared for Glory, God is your God, ang 


is your Guatd. 

ikdh they bave a Royal Law, which 
bg) and Standard of thei Obedience, 
God, Jer. 2. The Writing was thi 
Writing of Ps who. was both the Dictator 
and the ScriÞ:, Exed, 32. 16, where not 
that the Scripture is the Word of 


Jobs 19.35, | E 
Sixthly, they have Royal | 


SC 


when they go in with-Chriſt, | 
the Throne-Royal, and x {hr py crown 
Royal. F 

It cannot be denied, but that they areſe 
apart for God, and fitted for his Preſence 
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5-3. \ Gale +9 
rooſalf. Mir* ſegregavit cum indi- 
So cellent >(Jaith one upon the Plate God 
bat Teroty wonderfully, miraculevfly 
ſepa: d to humſclf the. godly 'man. Here 
$ That we do not make our ſelves fit, or meet 
Heaven, God muſt do it. Who can make 
#3 beart clean ? we may wath the 6ut-fide bf 
Cup, God muft clenſe that which is with- 

In,. viz. the beart, from wickednefs, Jaw 
& Lord that healeth thee, 

. Chriſtians are made fit by Redemption, 
NICE, by Adoption, by Juſtification, 
Sanftification. 

Mn the godly to wonder at 
The Fower of Divine Grace, If a King caft 
$ favour ona mean ſubjett or ſlave, and pre- 
er him to.a great and Honourable Office, yer 
D: he cannot change bis nature, and give him 
for that place : But Geddoth not on- 
if. ive a Kingdom to his Saints, bat inwardly 
» them for that Kingdom. And 
eq right tothe Land of Canar bit 
iter, {0 none have right to Heaven, 
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the wall that jc 


the Saints; (but of this more after | 
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weir they ſhall never repent and 
Red. who hare njredz Ted 
der the | ineanx of grace, ag urgant 
Serted. Tis true, the external Godis lf 
mited to any term or means, but man ivlimie- 
_ed to time and means. Sinner, — 
great work te do, 4 long journey to 
many and mighty adverſaries. to Kt 
ep thee) thy YYe is; 

catn a Judgment;wh 4 * | 4 

e or Jo ef erlaſt W 
WE | Provifios mul nt 
ay. To apply thisa lietle, ep 

u to kusband the precious Talent © 

inorder to Eternity. I hall propoſe three” 
things; Fir how ſhort and vacer%. 
tainour being In che VVorld is. -Se 43 
as life is' ſhort, ſo the continuance” of if » 
means of grace will yoth* fong, Tl Il 
when gray old'age, ficknels, (Solomons 7 


mY. ; 


feafc ay weapon top "Firſt,remem- 
ber how and uncertain thy being in the 
VVorld.is; - Our life is but 4 vaporr, Jam, 
+ 4. thatſoon appeareth anddilappeareth. | 
;Giſperied x as railed. This a little ſpot 
of time between two Eternities. One of the 
nts dMubteth, whether rocall ita dying 
[te,... or a living dcath::  And.if , bur 1 
"Oh bfo.8 dycathing Seach) had bin lets 
{then a y2poury, it had bin nothing ot all, Thi 
-FLAlo ribes Man as Graſ:, Pſal,99. s 
Fthe Morning it flonriſheth, in the Evening it 
: » down, and withereth. 
- + Man contiaueth but a yery ſhort time, his- 
© Aife 15 but a fpan long, or buta daylong, like 
*s Gourd,. :came up in a night, and pe- 
"riſhed in.anjoht. - The firft ſtep man ſets up- 
Coenthe tage d "ys. VVorld, heis going out of 
* the V Vorld. Naturalifts ſpeak of a Fly 
they call Epbemerer, a creature of one day, 
» which cometh forth in the Morning, is very 
aRtive about Noon, but when the Sun decli- 
"meth, it dectineth too, and {ets with the ſetting 
-. - Manisan Ephemeron, a creature of one day. 
The Ancient of days fets up our Glals.in 
Heaven, thereixis running, and we i ws 
I | n ”, 
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be 


aptuq's » ppink 
MF 1 

| oY ile we do bir | a, fil 

Te fr lr yt ptr 

e of our 

- Begk of this Life js but 
De Vie bujus ro arteay Art Mort fortis: 

ft Exerdiaw. We are carried every 
ment of time to the Exd of Tame. . 9524 the 
is but like one ſailing 3 he who doth ſail, | 
ther he ſtand or fit, whether he ſleep, moron 
walk, he is carried nearer the Port ; _ Le | 
not ay with old Jacob, Gen. 4/7 ; 
##:biave the days of rhe ets tf fr bet's 
where we have his por caſt up; * 
s the great Landlord of opr time, 
for life, not years but days, yot many days 
but few. Life (ſaid one) 174 Roſe, which 
we view inits growth theCold niprit, the Hei 
withers ity, the VVind ſhakzs it, be it F never fs 
fair it'withers : Another ſaith, Life 5.4 
commer frit, what if the Colours be fairy 
the Reſemblancenoar, the Shadows of 
and the Curtains of the Grave will darken | 
"Tas a Pla wh We enter at our Birth, and 7 
allous Life, preſently there is an Exir, of &f 
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V » 


þ l, 11 A a little, and Nic im- 
2- ragona was this, Our Fife is 
c Bro ar | 
wipe are tHink' of op det, 
Fo er of thy Soul, or ni 

ternity, and the Neceſſity 
| = 7 ina moment of time for at everſaſt» 
I Hate. Die and Jeave the VVerld we 
FT x '-156 1h nk there is no work, zfter 
Jeat at, Heb,o.27. Sin poiſejts 
he Arrow i nd a> qournggey th: King of Ter» 
-:ireurs, and puts the Sythe into Deachs hand 
wp bs down, Methinks Sin fpeaks to 
feveral Generations of oven whom Drath/ 
conquered, as David to the Prieft who 
Wy ed Saxls bloody ſword, Thave betz 
the occaſion of all this. Sin and Death are 

" together, Row,8.2. 

L Secondly, as Life is ſhorty: ſo the continu- 
"ance of the racans of Grarze will not be long, 
E :There are many faithful, able, painfol Mini- 
* Rers have Preached their laft; and an abun- 

\. "Gance, yea; multitudes of Sinners, time-lo'ers, 
F "har keve heard their laſt, and this will he 
cafe and yours in a liztle time. The Pro- 


; ay 
| do they live for 
Pn ey ever ? We 


* 
it 


= ov 
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07 (ew ore come and be bealed 
VV: muſt (eaſe. the Lord while he may be fare 
—_—_ ay of foes 6 inted 
mow 15 t 0 vation, 24 1. Mores 


note always ftrive with mant 
comparedtothe Wind; 


and ſhut the Gate of Glory upon | 


ne; what Ido for my dear fouly what Lay: 
» for Eternity muſt be now done ot never; 
. remember, ity but an houre, buta day, and 
will qtickly-paſs away - © In what. an- 
= foul, - defpair and tormwne, will many 


or thoſe hovres again 'the loſs of 1s, 
© ada for the of Hea- * 


wen, wi BY ne Hy of gall and poi- 
| erp i maey we werpy ſaid 
i Ay Lefri\ bole ws. rower 


Pe jet anbe'f how: dther ſo ſpeedily; 
etheApo Mlccxhorts! #0 Redeem time, 
Tiſt waſh, Fg oor dear Lord, while «ti 


FELTS Sinner, if Death ſhould come, 
þ- + wheerrl; thou art undone foul 


ET Hirs, 6 Age, Siektiefs, 
on art for Heavefl, 


dcomft to a Bed of Langwithing, 
DG irength waſted, thy breath! ſhore, 
Ako Goug up, Lord pare 


y 


. + 


7 | &.- "A Ivy ol , ; 
ox aldn bt £0 ſki ge 
=» Y oe gg bd, _— \4. ol 
ven.;. Behdes,, its Ly Þ- be 
i a Arey et God at the 'gulps 
ame ye or 
= dog Wor Oy ny me. 
1CT.rV 1trE: 
pe FRA one of the oth 
ders of of Chriſt Paſſion; \erievy on Chi 
the Croſs, the Sun was darkned 'fromybe 
fixth houre to the ninth e, the Vail C 
_ was rent in twait,” the Eartd 
the Rocks rent, the 'Graves,c 
ies 6f Saints which flept arofe 


notorious ſinnet wits aeveto Fes 
wonderfl. . Auſtin 


| judgement of che th It 


off by. peels, re 


diev dannabit us, tion dies, [al 9bitss, Vt 
ſay. he aft bs Jamnid: '1 di not Tay s 
de Nived, but repent while it iswell3 Li > 


Death » FW or Damnation, and dep 
upon ay. emer ding. hen h - | 
aire or Toke, HO op hits 
tl erty on ; the Conf R io 
idly, he ſhew'd the 
ltorg oe, Pet devaſtation aid 


Fara The Holy GhoRlaith, To day 


Ah 


day;the Night befort a Friend ſent fri 
Ta tter oy uaint pon ey Ars, but bei 
will not it wow 
Gith he ) ts woriow 1: 4 ew day : Sin wats. 
he ſhould have read the Letwer he” 
[God ferids thee a Letter,aMe 


Aabbed. 
iron Heaveh, hr fargog wvvice, to 
ea kaedy 2s, or. for ever ty 
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Thr, Lew neck 1h Pr: 
| ation to go in with pa y And I wiſh 
CEE 


ativel Prepatation. for Chrit ey 

Tr Penton in _ 
FIBER ot ety dy mans 

be I ad Attainments aa 

IJ never {o rare and excellent, while 


bitter 


Many think, *tis faflicienc:to fue thay © 
that they _ wy padrypir oa : 


and Holineſs , have been Baptized 7 
t Beſt not here for he is not a Few that is 
— one outwardly, Rome. 2. 28. Gal. 6. 13, 
«God calls the Circumciſed Iſraelites Kine of 
>*Baſhan, and the Children of the Ethiopian, 
Mn.4.1, 9,7. * 
- 2. Neither doth it conſiſt in trimming 
>” of <p 7 Ing in External duties and Reli- 
© gious Acts, which.to the view of the world 
” may be ſplendid and very plauſible, Bong 
4 non faciunt bonum virum, ſed vir bonus 
Fw operas bona. Luther. Good works 
donot make a good man, but a good man 
- makes good works. Unre te men 
®*their ſervices proceed from the ſame prin» 
ciple that their fins do.. The Tree my 
* be good before ih fruit CR 
+. outhde of the clean; 
men may hear war Lo pr rg fo did He- 
> rod; and pray frequently, ſo did the rp 
es ,. and thoſe Hypocrites , 1/as 
_ may -receive . the Lords Su 5p 
, avi do much more, yer be 
the Kingdom of heaven ; More». 
over 
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pared for the divine preſence. ot 
3ly,Neither doth-chis readineſs for Chriſt * 
lic in being of ſuch a party; and opini 


len 
and forge 


man = be Epiſcopal, a Presbyterian; an 


Fe Few 
Scribes and 


fer. Law, the Cuſtom and Traditions of Þ 
their Fathers, but the worſt Enemies Chriſt  * 
had. The Prelate of Rome ſticks not to i 


on and Dy 


deluded Vaſſalscan murder & ſhed the bl 
of Proteſtants out of cruel religious zeal, 


4ly, Yicicher doth it lie in mental- 11"; 


over they may be exad in their ſecon, able # 
duties, wrong, no man, be juſt and Rightes f 
ous.give unto Ceſar the things that are Ce- © 
ſars, ({o were ſome of the Heathen) and: yet. 
be ſtrangers to God, the new Birth Union | 
and Communion with Chriſt , withone <* 
which no man can pln and pres þ 
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Ls 
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opinion,op. . 
t and zealous for ſuch modes 
of Religion and Worſhip : A; 


t, an Anabaptiſt, and a firan- | 
life and power+ of Religions 

High Prieſts, and Elders : the * 
Phariſces were zealous for My- 


e Princes, —— I 


- - 
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and. excellent rare parts, 
wp and good opinion; 
wn of the beſt, moſt- ſeri; * 
men 3 A Mans Mind and In- * = 

B 2 . tellectuals "2 


» * % m—_ 


") 
Be Ants may be Adomed: with rare No- 
”. tions:He may beablc todiſpuce moſteentihy, 
accuratly and: ndly about 
| oo iples; tic may Pray and: Preach like 
el;6 be in high eſteem in the Church, 
L, _ yethave nothing in him to Intick him 
- to: Chiſt, and prepare him for heaven. 
"There is ſhining droſs and counterfeit Sil- 
 werWhich deceiveth many.as a Briftdl-Stone 
= may ſhew andſ{hinc hkea Diamond; and'a 
* Counter. like piece. of: Gokd ; the Picture 
” of a man may be like a man, and Artificial 
Flowers are as fair, and look like Natural 
Flowers 3 fo common grace hathche reſem- 
Hance of ſaving - Graces So that fome 
| Queſtion whether it differs in! Specie or de» 
: only. ' There are partial and almoſt 
'3'' iſtians, who ſeem to bid: fair for Chrift 
- and Heaven, as. Judas, Demas," and many 
” ethers. And who can telt how high and 
” eminent men may bein officcandproteſſion 
* How ſound and orthodoxin Judgmont and 
& opinion, how deep in Conviction and Con- 
Gition, how regular in Converſation, how 
zealous, and warm in Aﬀection, howfor- 
= werd/in dutics of af Pietro Obalny, atd: 
==  xeady to luffer, how Pp wen bo 9 


3 3& T'2- Ax -23 23 6 Lg eu ue WON 
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ciilacions'of Joy, fips and WO. 
reſulting from thoagh inns Aberdare 7 
miſapplying the promiſes, and [2 
cial tranſrent operations of the 
And bue halve it 'with God, and Burn 
of Heaven: How much alike were theſe * 
Virgins'(to'fay nothing of their Agreement 
in number and name) they were all it 6+ F 
ciety, they were all aſleep, 'they were a” 
awakened -and rowſcd up, they all werit t6 
work and trim'd their Lamps, they ellywent 
honed ri toorth $1 and 'thefaol-.. 
iſh-came to 'the-door with Lord, Lord, ofen® 
& wr; 'If good words, and wiſhes /and'01# 
we die 4be Death- of keen) many L 
hey would ll-go'tb heaven. 
ſimul and make hypoctiſie ſera 
and go c_ oe ONES ns 
among ten 3 and yet ſteal quietly to 
without Oblervarion : $9 eafie » to de» | 
verve ren © aid ary eminent Divirie "Ts 
_ to think and Joe fach | aa; 
Droves - of prophane\, ignorant, 
man an1 women, meg | ph ins 


a golden dream tes oh For, 
=) 


tho Fiſh thacſport a 
then ll i teas Sa 'Hik 


= 


"C34 
* knowing his life was the mark that he 
Aim'd at : How many ſecure ſouls aſleep 
in fin go out of the world,and never awake 
|  tillchey come to hell. 
Having ſpoken ſomething in theNegative 
- concerning this fitneſs and readinels for 
Chriſt. I proceed now to the poſitive part 
- of my Anſwer, wherein it doth coulſiſt, 
> 1, There is an initial, or an habityal 
readineſs for heaven, and. there'is-/ alſo- a 
* more actual fitneſs to go in with Chriſt, 
As ſoon as a man is taken out of his na» 
+ tural ſoil, and the feed of God is fown in 
+ his heart, he is habitually ready for his 
» Futyre happineſs, If a Beliver ſhould die 
F ahe firſt day. of his Converſion, he would 
- Certainly go to Heaven,. witneſs the Thief 
E upon-the Croſs, But truly there are many» 
*dear Children., of God- not actually pres 
-. parcd, becauſe their ſpiritual eltate is not 
'y well ſctled. *Tis 2 great: duty for all 
that are. cfpouſed 'to' Chriſt, to be. in a 
+ conſtant and continual readineſs to meet 
Chriſt; and have immediate Communion 
F with him :; but ſad experience proves it 
= is not ſo. A Woman may be eſpouſed. 
+ another, and yet ſhe may be (ometimes,not 
ready t@ acct w_ hex Ornaments ; my. 


+ wy 
by 
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be off, and hee bod ippanetn ToRs-: 
folve this1 ſhall ſhew. "7 
Firſt, when the Chriſtian i is not readyy* 
Secondly, when he is aQually ready. k 
Firſt, when the Believers ſoul, like Hm * 
zekjab's Sun, is gone ſome degrees back 
ward, 7. e. under remarkable declinings*-” 
And the beſt things in him are ready t© 
die, viz. grace, inward joy. peace, old ex-": 
periences, godly ſorrow are ready to die, 


If the firſt warm, burning, love of 
mats 25 lefined, and abated | 
$s Chriſt, ſo that the Mans heart doth 


vigorouſly go forth after ſenſual Objects, © 
and the child is pat in the place of the *. 
child; is he fit togo inwith Chriſt?” 
If Grace be under I , 
witherings, and the Souls Beauty dep ' 
Can a Man then, welcome Chriſt ? What, 
cauſe have thouſands to cry out with. the" 
Prophet, My leanneſs ; my leanneſt: Is it. 
not Autumn or Winter in many a ſoul?: 
How little life and love have you,and mnch . 
ado to-maintain it. I heard a good Wor” 
man, in a diſpairing condition, 
of-want of natural affection toher 
and Children, And+may we not: wh 
Wy Bradford weep: _ _ of love's 


Y , 


| A ) 
EN dncen Lord, and the bo- 
> fom of a ſtranger. If che Wives affe&ion 
withdrawn from her Husbands Perſon, + 
> ſhe fit now to appear before him, when 
ſhe hath no heart w0 receive him ? There- 
fore ſtrengthen the things that are ready to 
dic,blow up the ſpark of love into a flame, 
and thou maylſt ſay, Come, Lord Feſas. 
Secondly, when the poor Chriltian, be- 
wal under deſertion, is doubtful of his cter- 
condition, and cannot tell what will be 
when he leaves the World he is 
s when thick Miſs ſurround ns, and 
ck ot ws ge > the many Gnking 
jcaloulics and damping, doabts about 
TX of Chit renders us uncady. 
is the caſe of many a ſoul who hath 
made chaice of God to be his, and wonders 
ls love 40 him, yet is ready to'ſpcak as 
the Church, Zia: ſaid, the Lord bath for- 
| Joken me, my Cod bath forgotten me, Wa. 49. 
 34- My ſow! # raft down, faith Dank, 
within me, all bis billows paſs over me, bath 
God forgotten ito be graciow. I doubt my 
heart is pot upright, that my foundation is 
nor vn, cat ll be tra of Hea-» 
| Henelgab, 
} chough be befare God with a > 


a 35 ) 4. cj Thi Fhy comes 
| with the wrath of God agort es. 
©”. Now when the trembling ſoul 

*It ſelf to hang like an equal Airy oayoe be- 
tween two Eternitics, and cannot tell whe- 
ther he hall go up or down, live or die, be 
Gaved or damned ; he is not fit toſhoot the 
Gulf: This made David. pray, Pſel.39- wit, 
Spare me alittle before 1 go hence and be uo 
more. 

Here Note, That there hs Conte 

paration , A Defteration of Infidelity, 

A ation of Extremity : The — 

Viz. total and perpetual Deſperation, 

none of Gods Ele ones ſhall fall under : 
© but the latter, . the Deſperation par | 
= mity,(which doth cure their ſtupidity, and 

provoke and prompt them tothe uſc, of the 
*, *means) they are obnoxious - to : They axe 
ſometimes brought very low in theix ſouls : 
* Lather , by reaſon of the trouble- of his 
> mind, wiſht he had never bin a. man. The | 
Chriſtian fits ſolitary as a Widow  for- 
= {aken,, his ſighs are many, and his heart is 
- Kint, when -God covers himſclt with a 
"” Cloud. This made a godly Woman: dye 
© ing ( whoſe Evidences for. Heaveh) 
+ mot be rcad) pray, Sar * 


4 ' . 


God doth deal with- his- for their 
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the Place where the wiched are, for F 
loved them-in my life. 1 
Thirdly, after ſome {ad fall, and when”. 
@ man is under {ome violent termptations © 
or paſſion, he is unready. A good nan may 
be under the power of ſome hot 4 
and finful paſſion, and aſſaulted with an»; 
helliſh temptation, he may be tempted'to-2: 
curſe and blaſpheme God, oi deſtroy hims 
_ he _— im prin his Reaſon _ | 
uUnderſtan ragingly 
Paſſion is the Law of the ſoul; and brevis: © 
inſania, a ſhort madneſs. Fob and Jeremiab 
in their paſſion did both curſe the- day of. 
their birth 3 Fora told Gody He did well 16 + 
be angry.- Moreover , after a Chriſtiar 
hath fallen into ſome groſs foul-ſin, Go$. 
may frown and write- bitter things againifs 
him, fill his conſcience with row. hy. 
him over hell, and threaten to remove hi 
out of his ſight : till he hattycenewed 
Repentance. ' A foul fall doth lo grievett 
Spirit, that it may. make God carry him 
ſelf towards his as if he were an Enemys! 


tranſgreſſions ,- as -David with 4 Ts 
who commanded him out- of 'hvis it ty. 


2:&am, 14.24. 1n. this ad/and deple 


x (a 
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[ale Evid s for heaveh are blurred, and 
of the Love and Favour 
FER David after his 
was 25 a dead man, and prayed, Caſt me 
> mot away from thy preſence, Plal. 51. 12. 
Fourthly, when a Man hath omitted 
known and es duties, let down 
his Watch, and neglected his Lords Work 3 
- and falls a nodding, or into a Lethargy,(as 
thc Virgins did) till zoufed up with'the 
- Cay of Midnight, he is not prepared to go 
in with Chriſt. If a Mans Confcience 
| draweth up « black Bill of Inditment 
- againſt hies for the negket of the moſt 
* weighty and Important dutics , he is no 
CE et Choi chem (dow alter bd 
© had caten the forbidden fruit, or z Steward 
who had much bctruſted him to improve 
os his Lords uſe, and had tct all feafons 
o wherein he might have Traded and f 
ain'd fomtwhat for him. How can he ap- 
pe before ham when. no fair account may 
be- ceo 3 fo the Lord hath intruſted/thee 
vicl many Takents, Grace, Parts, Time, 
>th, Hicalch, Mcans, &c. And you 
{not Lotds but Stewards. of alt- theſe: | 
7 can you with comfort and confidence 


Chuil, if hat be negleed 


Mc 
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Wye ex bv Cbriftia 
hath loſt that vigour, 2cal; activity nic 
wardneſs for the Work of God that once * 
he 07 mnt rn May 
ſtings © convictions of Confoienes,” has 
kings and fankings of ſpirit under the ſeriſe | 
of puile f 


ile. 
nd is not this the cafe of many Virgins? 
ſo that- if Chriſt ſhould arreſt, and ſurnmory, | 
them by death and call them toreddere ratio 
nem, give an Account, how many muſt An © / 
fwer Not ready Lord, my work, is not done. O” 
then betimes do your wo wotk, and fer things' 
in yoar Every day. 
cond y; Whir is 8 Grin ay | 
FP 
Anſow. A-Chriſtian is adbialty "Y 
when he hath thoſe rare and gracious gracious quia=., 
likeations of- che-wiſt Virgins; (wit }* "his 
Velld'ctean', ad the Oyl 49 His" 
and Veſt, 5.4, The Spirit oP Ovſt and: 
prices of the Syirie : which arc callehd F 
of Jewels, Chains of Gold, 2nd Rivers ol 
Living Water. This s the Anointivn,: 
Aardns 


7 2, 27, Thur 

L II Spe Þ Pt 
Garment : Chritt ch&' Head of 
(ef how fore wage Type wh Rene 


"odabove his Fellows! and of his fulneſ 
Saints receive grate for grace, rg 
But more 


nature to grace) can prove by the Word that 
infallible truth, that he is in a ſtate of Sal- 
vation , and hath therefore good hope, 
thr grace, that his ſoul is Ge 
Noah was (hut up in the Ark he 
was out of danger, _ red for the 
deluge, and no rowned, &c.. 
-# When a Believer is _ into Chriſt, 
he hath-fhot the Gulf, and cannot be dam- 
E ned,Rom.8. 1. If thine affe&tion be eſpouſed 
* "tp the Lord Jeſus , and divorced. from 
all others, ſo that thou haſt accepted him 
fox thive Husband,. and; given him thine 
" heart, thou.canſt.not fall-ſhoxt of heaven, or 
| mils of going in with Chriſt, Sinner, do 
—_ uppn a Kingdom, of Glory and 
%J Salvation, without # ſound Coaver- 
- hon.” |Riead what Chrilt ſpake to his own 
Diſciples, Mat, _s hr xa ly S_ hoe 
except you be Conerted you ſhall not en» 
ng the, Kingdoms. of Heaven. What 
"more, then,- the. 'DoGtrine +- Chriſt 
'd: to, Nrcodenws , Boccrpt : a-:man: be 


BPYY 


Firſt, When Chuiſtian (being from + 


"'& been aftin: be conuet ſee the a ; 


ry LLLTG the hems ai. 
'the of heaven 3 we rtay ſec 
mp trrbegs; plory id rodira'® Sp 
We Geer in its nonepe, and-gffory is 
fey Ste mg The 
between a Chriſtians 
* Comet an hs Corea ( 
> '/Berorndly, When 2 believer is gotten ine6 || | 
* qhe Mibarbs of Glory by Communion with | | 
God; and his heen i is {meercly fet +0 pleaſe 
| OI nnng nar hung he may (ay 
this is no other bat the baſe o 
ir the Gate of Heaven, ' Tis 
(6 with he Gr Phe, wy 


Chit, and conformity to Chriſt; maſt roake 
hath Nw thou take 'the | greateſt 
n plating God, -and' fay of 
7 Wha porn fl pts 7H 
Pheaſmre, then + Paradiſe , 
e thee ready or the wn Pre 
When a man hath a fmglke eye to 
Re mark and i is tirnss 
* Gken into the mountof di 
F het certainly prepared for the viſion and 
& endl fruition -of God above. But on the 
/ F thou-art a ſtrmger'toGod, and: 
| ted with Chriſt, and che ddllows 
; Ky ae few he will {ſay to'thee-at . 


laſt day, #8 to the unready foolith Vi zing 
T know you not, Mat. 25. 12. What IthaÞ > 
ſay more to this quettion fhall be in the **® 
A paticat | 


/ SECT. IV, 


| _ The fourth Branch of the DoQtrme af- 7 
figns, and (hews the Reafour whynboſerbat » 
are ready ſhall go in wh Chrifi. pon which © 
the necellity of our preparing will plainly 


APPEar. 
The Reaſons reſpe&t God, the Lord Je# 


| | fs Chaik, the bidfad Spiit, aud Balievers | . 
che pure Love of God. 3. The ſave Promife 
of Gud. Tl 

2. From Chriſt. z. His Relation co then, 


2. HisObligation to them. 3: His Prayer 
for them. -4- The Digniey aad/liowarel. 
Chrilt. ar 

3- From the Spivit, «. The SanRifica» 
tion of |the. Spirit. - 2. The habitation of 
the Spitit./ | // \ guey 
- 4 From Believers, and' the right that 
they-have- to heaven. 2. They have a-pur-" ? 
'i8 C 


A 


- 
f 


L chaſed ri | >. An hereditary ight. 3. A 
| _ right. 


£ 1. This divine qualification of Saints for 
heaven is from the purpoſe of God, which js 
as unalterable as God himſelf, Immediate 
Communion with God in heaven is that 
#. happy and” ſublime End Believers are ap- 
* _ pointed unto, Faith,Repentance, and an in- 
nocent pious lite of conformity to God, is 
the dire&t way and means to come to, and 
obtain that end. The way to the Temple 
* of Honour, is through the Temple of Ver- 
tuc. 
* _. He that aſcends the holy hill of God muſt 
© have clean. hands. Man by nature is in a 
, corrupt and curſed State of Damnation : 
and not only disjoyned from God,but Alie- . 
nated from God, and there can be no fel- 
lowſhip without friendſhip. Man hates 
ae his yoo two cannot walk 
until t Agreed , Amor 3. 
God and fin cannot be together, if ſo, the 
* Lapſed Peccant Angels might have ſtayed 
in Heaven : $6 then, that which caſt them 
* out -P needs keep us ns ren 
& part of corrupt man is again is 
mind is enmity in the Rhary Kom. 8. 7. 
* which notes an I: 


. 


- 


bZwail in tcars of 'blood. """The unholy fay - 


| Bu Gol tat ordabned al who (ball go-w 


ribcation is from G Para 


mi cn hr te / familiarity whos 
there is this enmity? MNeienws they * 
that do not . prepare” for Heaven do not 
mind Heaven, Rom. $8.5. *All their thoughts, 
projets , deſigns , delights, do favour of 
the fleſh 3 t and Darkneſs, Fire and 
Water, Love -- Enmity are not'more } 
contrary then our diſpolitions to: God ; 
Hence reſults our miſery, to be at odds 
with our Maker. And. can there be any * 
thing more .monſtrous, then for a creature 
to oppugn and hate his Creator * And-it- © 
Abſalom riſe againſt his- father David, no 
wonder he commands him home to his 
houſe. But who of this rooted 
enmity to God, . we have cauſcd to -- 


And tis no. wonder if God Gich to 


to God, Come not near uw, ſtand by. yn 
Depart me , ye Workers of Iniquity” 


with Chriſt to Heaven to be holy. Eobaay © 

God bath from the beginning choſen you to ſat» 

vationy through the ſanttificazion of the 5prds.o 

2 Thel. 2.13, 1 Pet. 1-2. o. 
Our. cffectual Calli 

the Image af his Son, 


7 ls Rinm. 8 + wi 35 Holineſs is, 
; the: beaten /Rodd and High-way -to our |) 
+ Fathers Houſe : ſo that \it will not(conlitt 
* with the parpoſe, honour and holinefs of 
© God:to admit unholy Men to Heaven. 
2, The prepared ſoul 'is ififinitely and 
eternally belov'd 'of God, whochath put.his 
Name intheBook of Lite. No heart can 
conceive :or tongue expreſs how d-ar and 
_ theſe jewels, 5. e. holy :Merr and 
omen :are to the God of Heaven. To 
every wile Virgin it may be ſaid 'as 00 
Danzl, A Man greatly beloved, or as the 
Angel Gabriel ſaid to the bhlcſfed Virgin, 
 MAfiy., thou bot fornd favor with God , 


{ Oar v0 15. Lake 1.309. if aman were 


Emperours , 

Noble Perſons on the Earch 3 If all created 
, viz. Heaven, Earth, :San, Moon 

and tars, Fowls, Fiſhes, Beafts did love 
him, and rejoyce at his © welfaze.. *Tis 
nothing to the favour of God , to have 
a'place in bis heart: Gods Love was mw 
- vids lite, In 4UONr 13 fe, 6% = thy 


gg honda? bare oben #, Pla 
|; Veſpaſten was (led xa 
$ gezeri, che delight of Mankind.: (but _ 


4 
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Believer is the pete of G6 *% 
diuh'; Abraham was Gods Fiiend 4 Fa: 

vourite," 36." Pav/- wrots © in Rome be—"'* 
loved of God; Rows t, 5, Obriftian, trite 
and follow the Chryſtal'(tream+ of Divine 
Grace (whicl laid- the-ſ6undatior- oÞthine® + 
eternal happineſs) andithou: [haſt find itin- 
the- heart” of *God, But we are like mery 
that” look on. the River Nitin! and gare | 
wendroufly on the ſfrrearns, remain MW. -- 
ipnarant” of the Head: and' OriginaF fromt 
whenes they iſſoe; Since -thow wat 5 
in my fight, thow haſt' been honowrable, ant 
I bave loved thee , Thow haſt loved" then ar 
thou! haſt loved me, If. 43:4. 4. John 17+23s 
And if it be'z Curſe'to'be unteady, as thoſe 
{boliſh - Virgins-; who were 
ont, it moſt needs be inhyite rhercy ts be | 


Þ know mot La —_ Dee) ir 
greateſt * love, to prepare 

into' the atiual ts a . 
Grace {o'to *and*t 
_—_—_C__ DH et Lan 
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ſonous droſs a veſſel of Gold, and then to] 
- fill it with glory, is love with a wienels| 
> "Locke 8.2. 1 Cor.6, 10, 11. Auguſtine made 
(8. - ent his ſervantthar would have killed him. 
+ The great God hath made many ſuch, Rome. 
5.8. Col. 1, 21. Mans heart while unrege- 
nerated is the worſt part of him, Jer. 17.9. 
For hardneſs *tis as a ſtone, for darkneſs a 
for filthineſs a dunghill, for abo« 
' minable wickedneſs and enmity to God an 
: Epi of Hell, ſo that Grace doth pre» , 
.cede and prepare for Glory 3 The ground | 
© of all is this, Thow boſt loved them as thow / 
3- The promiſe of God, , who will per- 
form his truth to Facob, and his mercy to-+ 
 Abrabam, Mic. 7. is. The Promiſe hath 
the ſtrength of God. God hath put all Co- 
venant good for his Servants into Promiſes. 
The Promiſes are nothing elſe but a Deed 
Gat Sealod ho he irothet God; God 
omiled. to bring his;people out of 
1 300m Ber out of B hw 
”” ſalon, performed it: Heaven is not 
f a purchaſed 2, but a promiſed 
of The iſes of the Word are 
-cither abſolute or conditional, of grace or 
"tp.grace; To all the Believer is heir by ver- 


tue 
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i woe of bis part fu Char, in whom : 


Promiſes are Yea and Amen : The Promi- | 
ſes of the new Covenant. do point at the * 
ſoul, and they yecuar and. ** 
caven to us, The Goſpel promiſeth Etex-, 2% 
nal. Life to every one that Believes, Joby 
16. 36, God promiſed to be the Believers 
God to dwell in WR to walk in them, 
aud that he will never, never, never leave 
them nor forſake them, - 2 Cor. 6. 16, Heb. 
13.5. Not one thing hath failed of all that. 
the Loxd your God hath ſpoken,ſaid Joſe: 
to the people , » 23. 14 bath 
made a promiſe of a glorious Crown to him 
that perſeveres in grace, Rev.2.10. Mat. 24. 
13. Godlineſs hath the Promiſe of this life, and 
that which is to come, Chriſtians, God that. 
cannot lie,hath omiſed you heaven,whole 
Truth and Fait {s Obliges him to ag : 
Pertomance. | 
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The next Ground and Reaſon is from 
Chriſt, why prepared Souls ſhall go in with, © 


1. His relation & tan wich may" 
R ape with bp 6 


< Q 


m . 


pr) Bride arc one; Heb. 24 11, 
Fen, He that is joyncd- tothe 
is- one Spirit, / 1 Corv 6. +7; FThey ard 

the Lambs Wite. Chriſt calls Believers 
his Siſter, his Spouſe : And there is none fo 
rear by Conlanguinity as a Siſter, none fo 
- nivr by affinity as a Spoaſe.” The Chard 
” i the Kirigs Danghter, and' Marricd to the 
"Kings Sn : peta —aodar ne 
and Believers: is Mutual, 1, There- is 2 
EL knowledge and —— 

Sheep, and F am known of mine, 

+ oct Theſe have -known'me, faith Chriſt, 
"17: 25, 2. There is mutual incerelF 

+ Can. 2. 16; 3, There is 

| mihitue? e and affection, the- Church is 
* &+ oe Chrifts Heart, and Chriſt on the Be- 
levers heart; 4. There is mutual converſe 
and intimacy. 5, Mutual reſerablance- 
and likenefs, they ſerve as a Glaſs to ſee 
each. other. 6, There is mutual ſympathy 
ag _ thus rear 


i ety to ator] 
andthis he will'db/ in 4 
lictle 


Ds  R—_—__  R MR —- _ ——_— NH FF = R3 =” WX., We ©, *Y ROUT 


= = 
— 


F (43 | » HA FR 
liecle time, behold I come quickly, 
reward i ngjth me. - 
2. Reaſ. Or ground is from his own > 
Obligation and Perſonal Promiſes, which 3 
will be accompliſhed : Chriſt is the 
faithful and true witneſs, and mult be as 
as his word : he will ſooner. deſtroy 
and Annihilate the World then ſuffer any 
p_ of his Word or Progniſe to fail, Mat. $&l 
e told his- Diſciples, He went to Heaven 
to prepare a place for them, and he hath « 
taken up the poſſeiſion of it in their behalk,.. 
This is fo certain, that Bclievers are ſaid to” -: * 
lit together .in heavenly places in Chrilt | 
Jefus, Epbeſ. 2. 6. ' He hath alſo promiſed * 
to come again and receive them unto hims 
ſelf, Jobn 14. 3. Where I am ((aid out 
dear and bleſſed Lord) There ſhall my Ser 
vants be. Every holy man, hath heayen and” 
glory in the promiſe of the Goſpel: and” 
under Chriſts own Hand and Seal. And* 3 
if with Peter ye delire to know what, you 
ſhall have hereafter to requite all your 
ſervices, and ſufferings for  Chriff 2 
He will tell you, Met. 19.27, 28. And fer. © 
ſms ſaid unto them, verily, 1 ſay unto you, that. © 
ye which have followed me in the regeneratis © 
G "- 


Ty 4 3-4 th 
 bogy roms wotm 
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5 one- of bis Glory , ye alſo ſhall fit -wpon 


*. © Z-Reof, Chriſts moſt excellent Mediatory 
Prayer before his death, doth affure every 

” Chriſtian indeed that he (hall be with him. 
” Chriſt the great Favorite of heaven was al- 
* ways heard. God could never deny any 
; that ever Chriſt made. Father 
+» (faid Chriſt) I know that thous beareft me al- 
"ways. T1 knew (aid Marths to Chriſt) 
SF batſoever thow wilt ark, of God, God will 
give it thee, Joh. 11. 22. Chriſtians, for 
» the joy of hearts hear what your dear 
© Lord for all bis Ele. F ather, I will 
* - that they whomthou haſt grven me be with me 
where 1 am, that they may behold my Glory. 
»Now, — — 
went along with this Prayer, Fob. 

17. 24. T have fimfhed the work which thou 
* gaveſt me to do, ſaid Chriſt to his Father, Job. 
© 27. 4 Moreover, Jeſus the great Advocate 
” with the Father appears and pleads in hea- 
©. ven for the ſame thing every day, and will, 
&- till ll the Saints come fafe to Glory. He 
 - ever liveth 10 make Interceſfion for us, Heb. 7. 
©-.25, 


4- Reo. Who hover and egg 


. < y - A+ 
Chrift calls for this readineſs, who is 
Prince of all the Kings of che Earth : the” 
Unregenerated ate*without God, and rione; 
of Chriſts. ' His Servants you are whom 
, Rom. 6.16, Wicked men are 
Devils Spouſe, the men of the Earth are the 
Worlds Spouſe, Juſtitiaries and the{elt- 
Righteous 'arc the Laws Spouſe, and it ? 
would be a great diſhonour for ſuch to'p 
- obey Will ahy than rites af + 
- TEE Serpents, Vipers, or Devils, 'to 
come and abide with hint and Lodge inhils 
boſon?ls it frt «man that is Leprous,& hath 
"Plague-Sorrs running on him, ſhould -comy 
and fand in the of a Prince? The 
Leperunder-the Law, th a King, 
to hell alone.the ſtran  Wanah in Moſes, 
time- was to have her Hair cut, and Nails 
pared before'ſhe was to come into the Con= 
gregation'6f 'Gods people, 'or be Admitted 
-nto-he Church. Who'atnong the" Ter 
ing before this Holy God, and not'trews? 
ble? It was one of the Artides of High” 
bgobrnes ries inſt Cardinal #1 
Js Cpe'be a ſtinking \Breath, and; 
urſt' come into the Preſence, 1+ 
+ will-be & diſhoriour to Chtift before Angels: 
| .C 3 
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(46) / 
1-Men in the Face of the whole World 
: ” own thoſe for his,; who have the Devils 
mark on them... Sinner. doſt thou think to 
ap into. heaven, or come info the Preſence 
2” God whoſe Eyes are Pure,being cloathed 
\with filthy Garments ?. Kebeckgh put on her 
- Bracelets and Ornaments, betore (he came 
”. to Iſaac. Our Lord Jeſus would have the 
» Chamber, and the Table Fumniſh'd,' and 
. (made ready. where he and his; Diſciples 
met to cat. the Paſsover. Prepaxatipn is 
neceſſary when we come into the outward 
Y Court of Ordinances, much, more, when 
we are to enter into the Holy of. Holics, vis. 
E Heavcn it fell... , Kebohoans did. evil hecaule 
” he repared not his heart to ſeek the-Lord, 
E2Chron.12. 14, _ | 
Soul, prepare to mect thy God in Glory, 
' if thou haſt any reſpe to his Honour, and 
\thine Eternal. \ Welle, God.your Father, 
.Chriſtians,hach infinite reſpe to theDignj- 
© of his Son,.,and fo muſt we... Sex; ne- 
yer kept in his Court any ill-diſpoſed per- 
| ;Jons, and will God tolerate theny.in his Pre- | 
_ ? Alexander, the. Great inviting Jane- 
ht Prieſt to his Wedding, : cam- 
qe, t Jonathan (hould be cloathed 
being to ſit next'to, dams: 
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his Bride ready Attir'd to welcome" ans 
entertain him, when he ſhall return to he's 
She 6wes this honour to him, and he'ex 
ſpecs it from her : So - the Lord - Jelumh 
deſerves this honour of all his people to Þ 
in readineſs for him. Suppoſe theſe Vir- 
gins had turned Harlots, and gone a Who 
rig from him till his very comin þ pr then' | 
had beentaken in, what might | 
think,doth he love the'company'of Harlots Þ/ 
Chriſtian, if thy heart go a W ing froth 
God, after the World and Luſfts, it is a dif- 
grace to the Lord Jeſus : Whereas *ris tow 
the honour of this great King at the t 
of Solemnizing the Marriage, for his WES 
to make ready, Rev. 19.7. -Be ye alſ0.n 
ſaith Chriſt, 


£4 


' The third Ground relpuitts the Spi irit. - 4 
Firſt, The SanRtihcation of the SP 
Secondly , The Habitation of 
rit, 
1, The SanGification of the Spizitgf 
hath infuſed his whole , go : 
through the- holy ul of we 


and though a godly marvis not: 
C 3 


pe"y 
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fedtly, ye eenerated and San- | 2 
cnhed in every part, viz. Spirit, Soul and f 
2 Core 5.17 1 Theſ.5.23--2 Theſ, c 


2.13. Saints are ſanQtified by the- Holy ] 
Ghoſt, [Kom. 15.16.) and muſt* to Heaven, 
FT. 3-5. Atis 26. 18. 

Secondly, the Hzbitation of the Spirit : 

E God hath his upper houſe and his lower 
houſe, -the higheſt Heavens and the loweſt 
hearts: Hear a comfortable word from 
*the Mouth of God, I will dwell among the 
ECbildren of Iſrael, 1 King-6. 13. Believers 
are a Habitation of God through the Spi- 
Eph. 2. wit, The heart of an unbelic- 
ris the Devils houſe, Mat. 12, 44- And 
(hat hath the Purity of a Dove will not 
eup'the Lodging of a Devil. And if 
be heart of a wicked Man be a little Hell, 
be heart of a holy man is a little Heaven, 

© Believer hath glory in him, Heaven in 
im, The Kingdem of Heaven is within you, 
_ Chrift) ye are the Temple of God, and 
phe” Spirit of God dwelleth in you, 1 Cor. 

- 2 F" Orpis father (*tis faid ) many 
foc y"r_ the breaſt of his ſon as he 
- and kiſſed it, as the Temp! c 
(IND ſtand and wonder 


at 


Za A V: © »} 


—S 


v 


at this ihercy; and ſays E 


_ the Eagle were paſſed by, and the Lamb 


ir it that the Mother of my Land fond * 
come to me, or rather my | enſale> + 
Not many wiſe men after the fiſh , nox'> 


many Mighty , not many Noble are called, * 
1 Cor. 1. 26, Under the Law the Lion and” 


and the Dove were choſen. That 
ſhould come over the heads of Ki | 
; to vilit thee! © mars Con, TC 
deſcention that God (hould dwell with 
(aid a ſerious Perſon) whohavenot a hole - 
to put our heads in | Thus it is, __— p 
taken up his reſidence in 
houſe ; The prepared ſoul may _—_— of the 
preſence of theLiving and true God, as one 
faid of his Idols (who dwelt in a little 
tage) The Gods are here with me. But wil 
God in very deed dwell with men onBarhy 
(faith Solomon ) 2 Chron.6.18, Yea, Gary 
his Word and Spirit doth dwell with g 
on-Earth, 2 Cor. 6. 16. Where God att 
recorded his Name, he hath promiſed te: 
meet his people, .and bleſs them, Ex.20.24«/ 
The Saints who are pure in heart ſee 
out-goings. in the SanEtuary. The King 
beld in bis Galleries, Cant7.5. And theyawwh 
ch pave: 


$0 04 and Chi Fin his lower Galleries 
of Ordinances, {hall ere long, meet him in 
tt Te Gallery of glory. For this we 


* groa earneſtly defiring to be cloathed wpon with 
" aur Houſe, which is Joe Heaven, 2 Cor.5.2, 


©» The fourth Ground reſpets Gods peo- 
& ple, together with the Place- into which 
, they are to go with Chriſt, Thoſe that 
= are prepared by Grace, have an abſolute 
6. and unqueſtionable right to the Kingdom 
of glory, into which no unclcan thing ſhall 
ver enter, Bclievers who are holy in 
© -hearc and life have a threefold right to 
Heaven. 
” Firſt, they have a purchaſed right, aol 
| that by the blood of God. The heavenly 
nc: of Gods prepared people is 
ſought with a price, ſo that what the 
rreat-Sarety, and Captain of our Salvation 
hs "mg mes Gods people (hall actually 
poſſels : this is molt certain, AGs 20. 28, 
£& Cor. 6. 20. Eph. 1.14. 
$ Secondly, they have an hereditary right 
o Heaven, being of the blood-royal, and 
to the Kingdom, They are not of 3be 
1 as 1 am not of the world ; He that is 
1.in mine houſe, (aid Abrabam, is Fs 
r 
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heir : every Believer is as Ifsae; #'{o 


deed, an heir of ſalvation, Rom1.14; Ati 


they... have all the right of Inheritance 


Chriſtians, yow are all the Children'off 


God”, and heirs , and Joynt-heifs 


Chriſt, Rom. 8. 17. This thoald aff, 


your hearts with infinite deli 


Kingdom wherein Auguſtus the pacing 
moſt delighted . was that.which he had 4 


Inheritance. 

Thirdly , They have an aptitudi 
right, viz. a right by way of htnels, 
this is in _ t, Thoſe that were 


went in with bim to the ee 


Preſence of God and Angels doth not be=" 
come the unclean : Let mens Pretences 


Profeſſion be never ſo fair, without 
there is no- glory : The Khodians 
Lydians had -a Law, That thoſe ſons 


fillwed not their F atbers in vertue, but- FUEs 
vitionſly , ſhauld be- difinberited." With 


are Dogr, ſaith St.. Fobn, Rev. 2215.; 
Tri Air will not brook a Toad or 


to breath in it, much leſs will Heaven fſuffe 


wicked men to live there. Thoſe tha 
not, carinpt pleaſe Godare unfit to-1 


in his Preſence. . Plants. and Trees 
aſſociate and converſe with beaſts, ar 
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ready | 


t wilt 
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bealt 
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their buſineſs to do his Will, They have 
Myr nl Work I am glorified in "them, ai 
Jobn 17. And them that 
ne wil I honowr, x Sam. 2. 30. The well- 
© doers muſt receive the commendation of 
Well done , They that have done good ſhall 
come forth to the Reſurreftion of. life, 
$29. Bleſſed are they that do "bis Cont 
” mandments, . that they may have right to the 
” Tree of Life, and may enter in thorow the 
ge into the City, Rev. 22. 14+ 


«To all Gods prepared people | 
| now the right of propriety to Heaven, 
und when they die ie they ſal have right of 
poficifion, This day thox ſhalt be with me in 
7 nk Luke 23.43- This is that the 
nts on Earth breath and pant after,Phil. 
1-23. T defire to be diſſolved, and to be with 
” , which is beſt of all. 
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; ok Muſt nbne go in with Chciſt bat | 
. ule; ax-re- Golds prople ready 


2. They 
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'  Then- Divine Grace fi the "if 
Hk ates! the AT ny 
(Nnke An are clot 
| with pelluted garments, -andtoo-much 
) ready, Now to-adorn and i 

ſtained and ſullied within: (na 
is the filthineſs. of the fleſh-and ſpirit, vite 
; an univerſal deflement) is the higheſt evi= .” 
| dence of the Power. and Vertue of thi 
| ious Grace of God; When a- Mans.” 
rt is-moulded and faſhioned: for | 
the Divine Spirit (like the are 6.12 


X Lord: and Gideon) nnrcflrl rho C, 
ſelf-ſame 


that hath wrought 1 
 # God,” (ſaith Paw) 2-Cor. 5:5. " Thea 
Hands heve niads we and faftioned mah | 
David )1 will praife thee, for Tan ff 
wonderfully made, marvellous are thy 
F am curiouſly wrought. IF Dips 
dred at the Wiſdom, Power and'Gor 
of God' in his well-formed comel 
conſiſting of ſuch various 4 only by ; 
bers, how ſhouſd' we ſtand and wonder 
the transforming and renewing, mans-(or 
after. the Image of God; The Taw*was 
—_— per ns x Tables _ , $3, 
ger thisupon the hidden 
of E tho heart, isalfo' the. Lords hays. 


+ marvellous in our eyes. The Work in 
the Tabernacle and Temple was rare and 
+ Eurious, but yet not to compare with this of 
*- the <A Ghoſt 3. It. (hall be faid of Facob 
and 1/rael, what hath God wrought, We 
| ave bis workmanſhip , Eph..2, 10, In the 
great Houſe of. God- the Church, all are 
" not Veſſels of Gold,and prepared for glory. 
we may.know what Veſſels are for ſpe- 
gal uſe, by. their metal and curious engra- 
- ymngon them.Sinner,if thine eyes were open, 
thou mighteſt (ce Heaven, God and Glory 
ren upon every ſuch. veſſel of mercy. 
dorcover, this ſupernatural grace. in the 
geart is not a dead habit,but a-living ſpring, 
whicf prompts men to duty,1 Cor. 15-10. 


ry Faithful Miniſters (who are 
Werkers together with God, and watch 

w mens fouls.) mult vehemently urge the 
izelGicy. of Faith, Repentance and Holineſs, 
which none arc ready, or.can poſs 

' be ſaved There is. a ſpiritual Le= 

py. ſciz'd -upon the Chriſtian World : 

py. all ſlumbred and ſlept. How. ſtirring in 

ur Miniſtry mult we be to awaken men 
+ this ſtupor and , ſecurity, wud to fit 

b" for Heaven. The Scripture hath tg \// 
£: * S, 
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: Mannah 3 the Arrow of Repentance muſh-* 
'be levelled at the heart, and we ſhould 
/deliver the whole Councel of God. The 
Word that 1 ſhall fpeak, , that thou ſhalt fpeaky +» 
ſaid the Angel to Balaam, Numb. 22, ht 46 
Chrifts Embaſſadors have their Authoxi 
and Commiſhon from God and his Wor 
and therefore they muſt be. plain, parts 4 
cular and piercing in their Preachi 
otherwiſe the blood of never-dying fs 
will lie at their door : The Word of Ge * 
[like a wdll-drawn Picture, looks right uponP” 
;\ every one: and what we find in 
|Writ we muſt preach, pleaſe or difple 
Is not-this written in the New T, 
that be that believes ſhall be ſaved; andh ; 
that bilrves not ſhall be damned, Mark 16.26 
He that bcliveth not. ſal not ſet-dife,, but the 
wrath of God abideth. an bin, 3+ 
Men mult be turned' from darknefs tolight; 
from the Power of Satan to God'(whichi# 
the chick end of Preaching) before they. 
receive- the Inherietnce among them | 
” are ſandtified by faith in Chit, ; 
13. You mult turn or dic, zepent-or; 


"OTE ox flames, > wo 


AYE 


voy 
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-þ 
arſer "Gal Face. in Glory, 13. $; 
 Hebe 12. 14. Happy are they Ano ge 4 
der a Miniftry who have will and kill to | 
| re fouls for Hcaven., Particular | 
ing is penetrating and proftable, 
% Sam. 12. 7. Atis 2. 36, 37. ' General 
þ Preaching ((aid a- worthy "Divine: ) is deceite 
» fol and deluding Preaching. He that 
”  Preacheth to every one preachetb t0 no one, 
- (faith a learned Doctor.) *Tiv like @ loaf 
'” of bread ſet before Company of little Chil= 
* dren, faid Mr. Hilderſham. Univerſalia 
© Faon oprranter.. King, James aid of a Reve- 
= xend: Prelate of this Land , Methinks this 
& mon Preacheth of death, as if death were 
, obn the Ba prift., who went 
+ Cha Pq ſpirit _—_ power of 
& Bias to make” ready a people prepared for 
* the Loxd, was called a Crier : and how ſe- 
Evtrc and ſtrit was he is his DoQrine and. 
fo » 
*. Sinners aſleep upon the Mouth of Hell 
your? be. awakened, as it were with the 
Wvoice of thunder. If a Traveller paſſing 
I ithrough-4 Town in the dead of the ni 
awa houſe burning 3; Would he- whiſper: 
Fire, Fire? no, but cry Fire, Fire, Fires. 
L a loud. voice. *Tis the Cry at M 
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impenient obdurate heart, JobwY 
' the Baptift,, and Jeſus began their ! Oo 1. 
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LIAR and woo for Chriſt and when 


cry inithe ſtrcets of Jernſalem. 
muſt we fay or cry to t fecare World F: 
Mercy, Pardon, Peace, Salvation, Heaven ® | 
No , Fire, Fire, Hell, Hell, Daronation ,-+ 
eternal Wrath and Vengeance/, without 
{prod and hearty repentance to- God's 


is the P and. Harrow of the Law” 
that muſt cep and break the fallows '> 


with the dodrine of zepentance, Mat.3. 
4419. Sonndnels, fincerity, zeal, peri 
cuity and impartiality in the di 

of the Word, is ordinarily _-_ on - | 
make ready a le prepared for hims. 

did that oy Man preach who was-called 
the Heaven-driver. Our errand and buſts 
neſb'is the ſame with John the Baptiff, t 


gained Mens conſent, and eſpouſeE 
them to Chriſt, our work is half dane MR 
viters are Gods Builders, Men mal 
fitted for the Building : The Stones? 
the Temple were not rude and unpollinu 
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” Stvnes, but heived, ſquar'l and made rea- 
"dy, fo alfo were the Utenſils of the Taber- 
& nacle, the Gold, Silver, Braſs, and carved 
Fimber.. There areno dead and dirty-ſtones- 
fit for Gods great Houſe above, They that 
| , were ready went in with bim, &c. 

& Sinner, is thy ſtate hopetul, who cannot, 
s will not live a life of holineſs 3; Ie may be 
thou haſt the face, profciſion—and form of 
*- Godlineſs, ſo had the fooliſh Virgins, {ſo 
had thc Paſtor and Members of the Chusch 
— in Sardis, Rev. 3.1. There areallo many 
+. that have not ſo much as the bark or form 
of Religion, and hate the lite and power 
> @f it. Canſt thou mock, and ſcoff at a ver- 
tapas pious life, and chink thy {elf undone 
to part with thy luits,and give thy heart to 
Bod, and yet hope well ? If Chriſt doth 
not xcign in thine heart, and make it holy, 
& thou canſt have no hope here, nor Heaven 
hereafter 3 .Command (laith God) that every 
Leptr. be pit ont of the Camp, Num.5.2. Hea« 
»vyen, that Crown of Rightcouſneſs is called 
"The Inberitance of the Samts, The Crown 
of heavenly glory will not ſuit with, or» be 
: Fon a Lepers head,Col.1.12. 2 Tom.4. Be 
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but thoſe which 1 are rex, Bue' Rom "4 
then. Comparatively of this great 

ſhall be favedy and enter into gory. God 

hath faid it, whoſe Word mult it 

but one of a City, and two of a Fant: for 
3 14. There is but a handful ready for het 
ven, but Millions of men unready, How 
few of the ſix hundred thouſand that came 7 
out of Egypt centred into the Promiſed 
Land. Lock i into the broad way to death, 
and hell, and ſee what Troops and Droves 
of men and women are there, and how few 
there be in the narrow way : No wonder 
you hear the Apoſtle ſay, Though Iſrael be _ 
as the Sand of the Sea, but a Remnant halle 
ſaved. And who can read; and hear this)” 
and not be Aſtoniſhed ® Are there 4 
multitudes, thouſands, and ten tho 
that have the Image of Hell on them, 
ready to drop into Eternal Flames, "ua 
will you not believe it ? Separate the 
Wheat from the Tares, the Swine from the”* 
Sheep, the Precious from the Vile, 'vit« 
all prophane perſons, all hoc and 1 % 
will appear. - What t 

fear and trembling, ſhoul this ſe f in. 
every place, -and among all people ? Whan' 
Chriſt told his Friends. he: Ele& tenders 
hearted * 


4 - 


- - ares, jeal 
”, ofir* fouls ? _ All that concems the ſoul is 
weighty, whether it be good,  or- whether 
R it be evil The evil of the ſoul is an Eter+* |: 
# evil, and the good of the ſoul-isan Eter- 
good : Where then is your caution, 
"ond folicitude about this ſoul Aﬀair? If 
the foul miſcarry and is loſt, all goes with 
it, Mat. 16, 26. What will & F 
man to gain the whole World, and to loſe his 
”- awn Sox! ? Chriſtian,doſt thou not ſce ma» 
” ny fet out inthe Race, that fall ſhort, and 
+ loſt the Crown ? and (hall we not ſerve the 
Lord with fear ?' 1 Cor-9.24.Pſal.2.1 1. Heb 
& 4-1. | Many ſha? ſeek to enter in at the 
Gate of Glory, and (hall not be able, there- 
» Dre ftrive; and ftrive as in an Agony, as for 
- thy Life, to paſs the ſtrait Grate, Lacy 13. | 
© Hp: are called, few converted. The 


(aid Chriſt) Oh, fad is this ! Mar: b. 
12+ Be not deceived, the heart is a-great\ 
* deep, very deceitful, a moſt accurate Im 
poſtar3 Grace is a myitery.che Old Serpent 
i ſubtil and very. buſie, and Pirate-like 
& fets forth his | fall Colouss, and _ 
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*”. cole is dove; it was with difficulty 


, 
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” Canaan, with danger Pawl and his compa- 


--».Chriſt is built upon a Rock, and a child in 


; ©. could not diffolve the Hypoſiatical union-of 


/ 


. body. **Tis true, Death and Doomſ-day 


> ted to deſtruction, God, Chriſt, Scripture, 
and Conſcience are againſt them, and all 


danget the «Iſraelites got into the Land'c 


in great peril;not one periſhed. - A Babe in 


the Ark had bin as ſafe as a Giant, Heaven 
and happineſs is not in our hands, but in 
the hands of one mighty to' fave. NoneF 
can pluck them out ot my Fathers hands, | 
underneath arc everlaſting Arms. Who 

can be too hard for Omnipotency, or fetch 
a Believer out-of Gods Hand ? The Cove- | 
nant of grace is an Everlaſting Covenant, 
and (hall ftand faſt, Death a1 the Grave 


\ 

( 

fy got fate to ſhore, and though they were þ 
c 

| 

| 


Chriſt, he tool@®his humane Body never to (| 
be ſeparated from it, So alſo his myſtical 


maſt be very terrible to veſlels of wrath, fit- 


their heaven'is here, Lake 16. Pſal.17.14. 
The MalcfaQtor muſt nceds fear the coming 
and Face of the Judge : When Paul rea- 
(on'd of Judgment, Felix trembled, and cauſe 


_— Alis 24.26, But. lift ap your 
aud rejoyce, faith Chaiſt: Haſte, "Y 


, 
| 


" s baſte, _ Swe. d ef 

whe When the Bride is attired,ahdher dellrifets. : 
Ornaments about her,' the” expecteth the - 
coming of | the Bridegroom, and when be . 
comes reward is with hin: The Mar- - 
tyr could ſay; *Tis zwell for the preſent (who © 
had the firſt Fruits of Glory) and it would f 
be better, , Your ſorrow (aid - Chriſt) to) 
his diſconſolate Diſciples (hall be turned 
into Joy, I will not leave I will ſee 
again. '' Say then , Welcome Death a 2 
muſt - cifery . me home; The beloved Wite 
doth not;feer, when abroad, to come tp har 
Husband,nor the dutiful Ghild to-his ind 
gent Father : [Clift called [his Death 
A ghing30 his F ather + ; Who died -tÞ hyin 
many Sons to Glory. A godly Gent 
man had made death ſo familiar £o/herich) 
converling' with it, and we | 
.that (he did look upon.it as hes F 
vantJ{ans; ta {6th her, Howe from. t 


- \ 


*” rs 
©, ved. men will } 
"1 oh | 


Fifthly, It tly concerns "all wal 
they have time and means, to tnike ready 
% For Etemity. Two things argues an excel- 
F Torr ik ad great wildom. 
12, Toſceevits afar off. + © -* ; 
. ity whan it 
Þ. an 'eternal loſs ; A 
ell , .and bideth 
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a hers 6s aw Oven nd all ther wikis 


ſhall be ftxbble, 1a. 66. 15, Mal. 4. 1." The} 
Coming of the Lord drawetb ma, Jam 56 ' 
the e flandeth before the doors © 


the year and day-of recom» _— 
pence is at hand 3 Hs bath appointid 
day in which he will judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs, Afts 17. 31. He that ſhall} 
come, will come, and will not tarry, Vich. 10, 
37. The day of the Lord ſa cometh as ® 
Thief in the night, me foegrien Zopucs / | 
Peace and Safety, ſudden diftruttion tometly © 
wpon them, and they ſhall not efeape, 1 Theſe | 
$.1 
Secondly, To ſee time, 'and ; 
when - ig is near, for every things bem» 
En nr eo 
t Oo muit we x * 
advice wil Solomon giveth us for our A 
ture welfare, Eccleſ. 9. 10. Fhatſorver + 
hand findeth to do, ty wwe t, — 
there is no Work, , noy Device, nor W | 
nor Kyowledge, in the Grave, whither »how 
goeſh, When thy breath \is gone x 4 
can be done 3 we leave —— 
+ Rm, 


p = 
» 14 
»f 
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-- will be undone for ever: There: is no 
”. coming back into the World to a& another 
” part, to. live a Second life, to mend our 
+ work: - For as the Tree falleth ſo it lieth 3 
after death there is no means, no Miniſtry, 
No-mercy, no duty : It will 'then be Im- 
_ to repent, the date of Gods long 
uffering will be out, and the day of grace 
over, and no patience,no pity, nopardon on 
Gods part: There is no heaven tobe found 
 Inhell, nor one drop of water to cool the 
tongue. Then fear , and ſeek the Lord, 
and ſecure your Souls while he may be 
found, If. 55, 6.. Go now to the Foun- 
-  tain-of Divine Grace, and fill and furniſh 
_ Your hearts with oil; or it will be too late 
& tobuy in alittle time, *Tis fad and dole- 
ful-to think how poor Sinners will cry out 
» Sr-.gil and grace, pity and pardon, when it 
” i800 late, Give us of yorer Oil, for our La 
> art gone ont, (laid the fooliſh Virgins.) Is 
”itinothing, Sinner, to flight an- offered , 
+ Saviour, will. it not be bitterneſs in the 
latter end ? This is the condemnation, for 
bow ſhall we eſcape if we negled ſo great Sal- 
wation? | Heb. 2.3. Now, or never | 
&- Holy God ſaith To' day, and Chriſt Gith, 
He is at the door, Rev.3-20, Will you 
of open 


% 


1 of Canaan, how wilt thou bear the ſhuting 


| ary cwy chi, or krp Be do out, oy 
a Chriſt, a Chriſt, who is worth 
Worlds ? God forbid. Say in the words 
of the P/almift, Be ye lifted wp ye everlaſt= 
Doors, 'and the King of Glory ſhall com ith 
Pſal. 2:4; 7, 9." ' Sinfier, remember this, & 
thou Joſt” Bar and Bolt thy door 
Chriſt tow; there will be two other 
ſhut in a lictle time. 

Firſt, The Door of Heaven, LALE 
Mey ant Glee to keep all our that are 


®Scondly, The Gare of Hell will be thup 
to keep) all in that are. in, * When "Noah 
that righteous rtian was fhgt up i in was 
there was no Entrance for any mor | 
without were eſe ro the deluge, "7 loft, 
It's dreadful to the MalefaQor, when the 
Gaoker turns the Key upon him, and leaves 3 
him in his Bolts and dofe Priſon. If it 
went ſo hear Moſes his heart to be (hut out” 


out of Heaven? There was 4 doleful Outs 
cry, when the Earth cloſed her Mouth aid8+} 
Rorzb and his company went down..”'"O 
what a hideous (hreck and cry wilt ten 3 
make' when the __ of "Rell ſhall 


op «th. as. p, X . "Y "3 
® Þe.. ſhut upon Sinners for  cver., 
b.”. -&VCL. | | 
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Sixthly, Believers ſhould ly eſteem 
_ heartily Love one another, being to go 


or qu Chriſtians, Love is of. God.and 
new Commandment; And let me 


to Love. 
- Firſt, You are everlaſtingly and equally 
® - bclovcd of one God and 2 
ven to one dear Redeemer,to whom your 
_ are. joyned as your Head and Hus 
| per Fo L. renewed. and; ſantified 
| Spirit, whoſe mark. is ſet 
kapon 1 you lt z = are going to Jeruſalem 
that is above, towards which your faccs are, 
felow-Citizens with the Saints and 
Id of God. And when your War- 
fare and Peregrination is enged, you (hall 
begin with Chriſt, and meet in an cverlaſt- 
Habitaticn. Brethren , and beloved, 
wh, parpe love them whom not only the 
and good God, but great and 
Ye have ST The Righteous is _ 
* , excellent then bis Neighbour 3 and ſuch were 
* Davids excellent ones, and his "> 
al. 


+ rp Saints have the greatelt Obligation | 


her, and are þ. 
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al. 16.3i Pſa i#g..63. Tis x Churas: * 


1 muſt meds bonour them, becauſe Gol ilk 


of a Citizen of Zion to contemn a vile © 
Perſon, but he honoureth them that* fear 
the Lord, Pſal. 15. 4 And by thir we 
faith the beloved Diſciple, that we ' are paſs 
ſed from death to life. *Tis ſtoried of ant _* 
ancient King who made a Feaſt, and invis _ ! 
ted a Company of poor Chriſtians, and he 
bade his Nobles alſo. Now when the > 
Nobles came, he ſet them in his Hall ; when 7 
the Chriſtians came he had them up into his 
Preſence-Chamber : One. ask'd him the 
Reaſon ; He anſwered, I do not this as T am 
their King here, for I refpet you more 
them : but as 1 am King of another -W 


moſt honour them, and they be Kings and 
Princes with me. Moreover, "is laid. that 

Conſtantine the Great kept many godly Mi 
niſters about him, and though were 
bat meanly habited', he not 'confidering 
their out-fide, but honouring the Image of- * 
God in them, ſet them at his Table, 'and®. 
took them with him whicherſoever he went. 
Maud the Wife to Henry the Firſt, King of -, 
Eaxgland , to (hew her Piety , did© wall, * 
dreſs, wipe and kiſs the:Ulcers, Sores and : 
Feet of poor People; [which her Brother _® 
D 2 lecing 


xd dling, Ca, Il agg 
ſhould 


j= 


on 
noo. bark of Martyrs, bei 
xeturn into —uhorp tex the death of 


Queen Mary) whether he did remember 

© ſuch poor Chriſtians of his former Acquain» 
. tance Anſwered, I forget Lords and Ladies 

F - 20 remember them. 


Seventhly, See the Reaſon why 
cople (being in the purſuit of Chriſt 
karen) are and mult be very ſerious, dilt- . 
and conſtant in holy Performances, 
ſoul for Gods Courts, to ſee 
bis —_ and his Glory in his Santuar 
© Pſal. 63.2. Chriſtian, art reſolved my + 
#, cure thy ſoul, and make ſure for heaven, go 
to the Ordinance of God as Chriſts Mos 
{ther went into the Temple to find her Son, 
Divine Ordinances are the Ways and 
} Walks of the Lord in which the Spi 
F works ; The Bed wherein Chriſt and the 
- Spouſe meet and ſolace themſelves. Here 
the North and | South-wind blow upon 
—— Garden, and cauſe the Spices 5 
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flow forth. The Honey-dews and | 
ers of -Blefſings under the of 
SanQuary, make their fouls like Gi 
Fleece, moiſt when others are dry 
dead. Holy David had cauſe to ſay, F 
love the Habitation of thine Honſe, and the 
Place where thine Honour dwelleth ; and he 
defired not only ſometimes to go into Gods 
Houſe, but to ftay there for ever , Pſab. 
26. 8, 27.4. What a comforting, encou» 7 
raging and comely fight is it to fee mens 

ing to Heaven, reſort to the Word and. 

re- Worſhip of God, as Doves to thei 
indows, P/a122.1. Chriſtians, whith © 
and where {hould holy Men meet but un» 
der the Ordinances of Heaven, and that. 
upon holy Sabbaths, to hear awaking Sers-* 
mons, and to receive ſcaling Sacraments*# 
Shall wicked men who ſerve the Devil; and' ® 
are likely to periſh for ever, meet in Ta® 3 

verns, Alc-honſes, Harlots houſes, and at: 
other 'Fleſh-pleaſing Recreations, and-willl 
not you- meet at the Poſts of 'Wiſdoms 
door ? Here are the green and” fre Pan 
ftures in which the ſouls of the Rights ©? 
flouriſh. © And what makes fo thany dedis 7 
inn: Nysrms ( whoare afraid to die bey + 
unht to- die) mY the. loſs & jl 

3 , 


the \l 
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= Feet opportunities for their ſouls. Now |} y 
"to quicken all to daily diligence, in the fear 0 
| © of God conſider theſe C 


*. * 4+ You that are moſt remiſs and Ma 
would be as well thought of, as the moſt 
laborious, lively, watchful, thriving Chri- 
ſhan , to whom the Woxd Preached is as 
{fweet as honey, and prefer'd above their 
” appointed food. There are who can wil- 
lingly part with a Meals-mcat to hear a 
Sermon for their ſouls. 

1 2. You would gladly reap their 

» Sick-bed-comforts, Joys , Refreſhments z 

” when dying and going into the everlaſting 

> World, . How many careleſs Chriſtians, 

with Epbraim, will tread out the Corn, but 
will not break the clods, i. e. take pains for 
their ſouls ? 

3.” You will bewilling to go into Heaven 

* with them. There were that would have 

£ gone into the Ark with Noab, who had no 

” mind to build an Ark to fave them. To 

- cloſe this 1 (hall add two thin 
1. Tolivcin theNegle& _— 

Daties, and in the Pradtice of known ins, 

bt will be a ſting and ſtab to thy ſoul. 

4 . 2. Tobe Neight, formal and heartleſs in 

| Purics will ſtarve thy ſonl. _ Chriſtian, fl 

FL w 


ro ES 
will not make for thy comfortable acconnt, 
or prepare thee to go into Heavert witli 
Chriſt, | 


SECT. VL 


Second Uſe of Caution or Dehortation 3 
Muſt none go in with Chriſt, but thofe thar _* 
are inherently prepared and fitted ? © © J 

, Take heed of leaning upon, and erifts 
ing too much to Lamps , Duties , Parts, 
common Grace, Baptiſmat Regenerationg. 3 
Morality , ſelf-Righteouſneſs , legal Ters: 
rour, ſervile fear, or apy thing that may 
leave you ſhort of Chriſt and Heaven sZ 
Think upon Chorazin 'arid Bethſaitla, and 
the Traeliter that came to the botders, of 
Canaan, and. were ſhut out of that . 
Land. How many have fallen from the 
Pinacle of the Temple into the Place of 
torment ? - And if {ome go to heaven by® 
the gates of hell, -others go to hell by the® 
; gates ' of  heaven«-- 'Sett-1gnorance ,” carnaF? 
confidence, preſumption and a falſe peace: 
have cauſed thoufands to periſh. Th 

ce and calm in many a Mans-conſci : 
rs the Devils peace, Lake 11.21, It's af) 
to ſee men go finging to belt ; whereas 
25J-.h ) 4 s 


© 
- 
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+. truc Peace: is grounded upon the Covenant 
© of Grace, the Righteouſneſs of Chuiſt 
” "union and communion with Chriſt, likeneſs 
* and conformity to Chriſt, and the witneſs 
þ- of the Spirit, Iſal. 54: 10. Rom. $. 6. Heb. 
12; 14. 
2. Tremble at the thoughts of being a 
Singer in Zion. Take heed of hypocrifie 
» in the Profeſſion of Religion, An hypo- 
;  Erite is a wicked man under a diſguiſe, or 
m a godly mans habit; but the Vinard and 
*— Paint on mens faces will fall} off when 
they (hall ſtand before God, who ſearches 
the heart. 
P' 3- Do not judge of Mens Prepared- 
; oy, tor - Heaven . by their Agreement 
| with us in opinion, or by their mild 
* and good I A Wes are- very apt 
to.) mens habits and graces, by 
F Ban tempers, and hereby we run 
8 a miſtake. A Dram of Evangelical 
Bcerity would have made the y man 
*m the Golpel ſeem a great Saint, A little \ 
grace makes a great (hew in ſome tempers, 
and- a great deal ſcarce appears in others; / 
FA lictle Sugar ſerves for {weet Wine, but 
"Ithere is more required to. ſweeten that 
which is more ſharp. 12:2 2] 
5 4 4. Let 


(RY '. 
4. Lt young Converts not-meddle thts. 
much with and difficult things in Re -\ 
ligian. Opinions and knotty Controvets | 
fies will ſoon engro(s the heart; and puzzle-! 
the head, and waſte much time, and uy 

your fouls. Read the Word, ſtudy we ml ( 

' 

' 

\ 


* D'aY » 


your . Catechiſmis, and be wal icquainted 
with the Sabftantials and Fundainetital of 
Religion, which are eſſential” to the bein 
and well-being of your fouls in grace. Cons 
fult with your faithful Paſtors, take heed 
Impoſtors , and be earneſt with God: i 
Prayer for the ſpirit of a found mind, 

5. You that are fincere myſt yield tond: 
baſe Doubts, Fears and Objedions of Sataw 
and your own hearts. Deny not the grace: 
of God in you, which is great dilhonour.tos\ 
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God, and to the Spirit of God.” Hath Godi'Þ 

Name in Heaven, and wilt thou 4s q 

to the Father of Lies, who works upon th | 
6. Let all take heed” of N L 


taken thee out of the herd of Singers, and! - 
converted thine heart , and written thy 
raze it obt, and write thy Name upon the: 
doors of Hell > Chriſtian, do pot. barken 
dark and mlancholy humour, to xob *np F 
ſoul of comfort, 
fe6quent trial' of your ſelves Sue p 
D 5 - la 


1th (76) | 
* aſt your hcarts and the Old Serpent be 
too-hard for you. - If thou would not be' 
” dectived- about thy ſoul and heaven, and 
undone for ever, refle& and caſt thine eye. 
* ypon, thy ſelf. Let thine cyes be as the 
Faces of the Cherubims, inward, A timely, 
diligent and plain-hearted examination 
"of a mans (elf, is a moſt weighty and im- 
bortant duty. If the Mexchant or Shop« 
| per doth not take an account of his 
» . Wares,” and caſt up his Books, how can 
he judge of his Eſtate? How can we un» 
* derſtapd how Matters go between God | 
and us, if we never look within ? - This | 
mos the way to the next thing in or« 
er. 


\ w_ SECT. VIT. 


& .. The'third ſe. By way of enquiry, 7 
© that were ready went in with bim to 
” Marriage. Enquire, is all welt within me, 
have I the white Stone, and vew Name ? 
viz. The things that accompany Salvation ? 
Some are curious in diſfeting of Bodies 
to underſtand the Anatomy , viz» The 
inward parts and: contexture of "it : But 
® fe that thou art skilful in the 'Souls Ana 
" tomy 


\ 
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tomy. * Dive into the ſecrets of thy ſoulfi 
and cloſet of thine heart, and be 
this diſquiſition, - Self-Examination #' 


ſerious and bulie work'6f the foul, whe! 
by it takes a true Proſpe& and Eftimate*of Y3 
its ſpiritual Eſtate. ' But how few are welt 


read in th: Book of their own hearts? The*? 
*fooliſh Virgins, had they- ſearched their*: 
Veſſels, might have found the wantrof Oi” 
Soul, art ready, 'or not/ ready?-/ This/is'# 
great queſtion, and hardly to be ' reſolved” 
"Tis much like that of Chriſt to' the man*Z 
that came to the Feaſt without-a wedding=+ 
Garment : When Chritt'asked him, How®: 
he came thither, he was: ſpeechlefs. - Sir 
if the thing here: enquired © after, were” 
about ſecular. and worldly Aﬀairs, I might* 
expe a ready Anſwer. Ask the skiltuÞ; 
Husbandman, whether the Com and/Grafs 
be ripe and ready - for the Sythe” org 
Sickle ? 'he will ſoon anſwer. Ask the Heil fo 4 
whether he be ready for the Inheritatice& 
and he will tell you” Ask che Student, whes 
ther he be ready to aſcend the Pulpit ? 68 
the Apprentice, when his time is out, w 
ther he is ready-to {ct/up for himſelf? 'arie 
ask young Men. and. Maids- that are” gro 
to.their ripe 2nd flounithing Ages whe 
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-can"anſwer, We are ready, But ate you 
ki for Chriſt, and preparcd for Death and 

udgment ? Who can or dare (ay, Ready, 
Eredy.Lord ? There are 'who pleaſe them- 
elves 40 think or ſay, they have ſo many 
bags ready for a -Mortgage or Purchaſe, 
fuch Portions, ſo many hundreds , ſuch 
» Lands, Livings, Farms or Mannors ready 
” for their Children; and it may be their 
+ fouls are fo far from being prepared for 
* Chriſt and Heaven, that they axe ready for 
* the Devil and Damnation. Remember 
” here only,that they which were ready were 


did lic fo long aſleep, that did little think 
they were unready, till the Bridegroom 
came, and it was too late. There are 
who . deceive themſelves with a golden 
_— dream of Glory, and are ready 
mn, — into cternal flames. Whereas 
he CR gracious fouls =_ 
are ready, fear to Rep in at the Pafl: 
over the narrow ge, between li or 
peat, the End of Time and the Begin- 
"ming of Eternity. O how accurate, cu- 
= xious and ſerious ſhould all be m enqui- 
; Ting about ſigns and mazks of readineſe 


for 


: are ready for Marriage ? and they: 


received in, and the Door was ſhut. Five 
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for Chriſt, Now before I come to the So! 
larion of 'the Queſtion, I muſt let you know: 
(by the way) whom I intend not in this uſt 7 
of Trial. 

1. I intend no ignorant or impious Fer 
ſon. 

2. No Heretick or wretched Apoſtatey 
who is departed - from the faith and form ©; 
of found words, and denieth the Lord thas * "y 
__ him. 

. No Hypocrite , or waſhed-Swine 5 
whoſe Conſcience and the Word of Tracy” 
will tell him, his heart is not right in the 
ſight of God. Theſe may have Evidences 
for Hell, they have none for Heaven. © And 
that every wan may prove his own works 
here are added marks of Readineſs fos 
Chriſt and Heaven. | 

*Fixſt, When 'a Believer by Faith, Re« 7 
nce, a new Obedience, hath made. 

Calling, Election, and Love of nn A 
n900-kes be le ready for th | 
And to enjoy Etemat Fellowſhip with 
Chriſt m Heaven. Chriſtian, if thou art 
Chrifts Garden, or a true Braneh in the” 
true Vine, thou canſt not mifs of F 
was not hanging on the out-lide of the: Ark. 
ane, wit bang in Gr here 


poor 
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©  peor Chriſtian hath good hope that he is: 


orice of the Sinners Chriſt came to ſfave;and 
can ſay as St. Paxl, Gal:2. 20. Chrift loved 


me, and gave bimſelf for me. 1 know in; 


whom I have believed, he is ready, . I ſhall 
but change my place, I ſhall not change my 
company, ſaid one dying. I know 1. be- 
lieve, as: I know 1 live,. {aid an Eminent, 
Miniſter. *Tis no more for me to dic 


+ * (faid another) then to cloſe my eyes. I, 


{ce all Heaven 3 O what a bleſſed light is 
the Face of God, faid a famous Miniſter, 
when going out-of the World ! I ſt Hea- 
yen-gate ſtand wide open, ſaid\a Chriſtian 
when departing this life. --When Mr: Bol- 
toi came to die, and ſome of his, Pariſh 
being at his Bed-fide, delir'd 'him to ex- 
preſs what he felt in his ſoul of the. Com- 
© torts of Chriſt ; He anſwered, I am by the 
* © wonderfud mercy of God 4s. full of comfort 
 #& my heart, cart, bold ; T feel nothing; in my 
EF Soul but Chriſt, with whom I beantily defire 
# be. When a! Believer hath taſted«the 
ſweetneſs of the Pardon of Sin, and in- 
- ward Peace, his Conſcicnce being calm 
| "and quiet,he is ready for a dying-hour, and 
» to ſtep into' Heaven, He may ſay, Now 
* tt; thy. Servant depart in, peace : for. \mitig 
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oyes have ſeen thy Salvation, Haſte, 
loved, make nv t , 0 my God, 
to be difſolsd, 
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Chuiltian, if by the Haud of 
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” Be- 
defrre 
to -2 with Chriſt, Which 
is far, far the better, Phil, 1.. 


—_—_— — 
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Secondly , When the King of Glory 
doth bring in his-rich Ornaments and” _ 
Hangings, and beautihe the ſoul,and dwells * 
in it , the Saint is ready to go in with. 
Chriſt. Our own rightcouſnels is a filthy 
Garment that muſt be caſt off, Whereas 
when the Kings Daughter and e- of. 
Chriſt is made lovely by the change .of } 
Rayment, or Wedding-Garment, the glo+ 
rious Robe of Chriſt, - pure, perfe&, pexe 
ſonal righteouſneſs, ſhe is re2dy. We axe - 
compleat in him, yea; all fair, and with» © 
out ſpot. Though Chriſt finds his Church + 
ſpeckled, ſullicd and polluted, hedoth not + 
leave her fo. I put a beautifnel Crown wpon © 
thy bead, and thou wert. perfefi through. my 
comelineſsr, Ezck. 16; 8, 13, 14. Ephel. $. - 
25, 26, ThisRighteouſneſs of God doth - 
xeconcile and pacihe God. . 'Tis faid, that 
Pilate pronging Agar rg without a * 
Seam, .. pacihed the wrath of angry Ceſar, 3 

Faith a 


(87) 
haſt pet on Chriſt, thou art as a Queery 
- prepared for the Preſence of the King of 
> Glory. Whereas without this Righe 
ouſneſs, there is nothing but ſhameful na- 
kedneſs in the beſt, ſo that you will be 
ready to cry out, as the Iſraelites to Mo- 
fer, (when God appeared upon Mount Si- 
aai) Let not the Lord come near w, left we 
dir: Or you wilt ( with Adam) rather 
ſeck to hide your ſelves from God then ap- 
pear before him. Now ſoul, look in and 
* . examine thy ſtate ; the time was thou wert 
without God and Chriſt in the world, and 
couldſt commit evil with both hands car- 
neſtly'; ' the time was, when thy Conſci- 

ence was {car*d, and Sin was no burden or 
; ame to thee, though thou didft lick up 
E this vomit, and wallow in the mire, and 
© livedft in it as thy trade; but now God hath 
&. broken'thy conſcience, and brought thee 
» Under a ſenſe and ſentence of death, an@ 
Wade thee poor in ſpirit, and to lie down 
2 qr and confounded, becaule of all thy. 
S before him: And. the Lord hath «1» 
> dearcd Chriſt to thee, and cauſed thee to 
& &c 2 glorious rr Sun in his Righteouf- 
-— mels , which the Goſpel on to 
” Hpht : chough hou wett che gr Sin- 
, ner, 
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ner, a poor, naked, condemned, vile, cars © 
ſed Creature 3 thou haſt that which renders 
thee like an Angel in the pure eyes of God, 
and which will quiet thy conſcience, and 
anſwer to all the demands of Law and Jus 
ſtice, Therefore be not diſcouraged to die 
and ſtand before God, if he ſhould ſend fos 
thee this day or night 3 Thou haſt a Chriſt 
to carry with thee, and the Angels will bid 
All welcome to the Quire of heavenly © 
Vary that are clad with Chri Righteouls 


ne” yy 0 £25 
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ht 


Thizdly , When the Bias, Inclination, 
and Stream of the Heart, that was wont to 
ran downward toward Sin,and the World, 
doth now run upwards towards Chriſt and 
Heaven, the Believer is actually ready. If 
there be a Supream and Conquering af» - 
fection in thy ſoul to Chriſt, and -there is ” 
none above him in thine heart, ſo that thou 
canſt not, wilt not be quiet, or ſatisfied. -- 
without him, thou art ht to go in wit”; 
him. The ſoul of the Believer folloy 
ſo hard after God, that ye may as foorvf7 
nouriſh and ſatiate a lively child with dry þ* 
Breaſts, and a crgving Appetite with bo 


Ly 


_ 


my 


* " could be reliſted, Sinner, is Chriſt {© lifted 


Sy 
and Words , as a Chriſtian without a 
4 Chriſt, Canſi ſay as the Church in her 
” Pathetical Suit. Cant. 8. 6, 7. Set me & 
= thine heart. No Place but the 
Saviour, for a panting, ſoul. *Tis 
as if-(he had ſaid, carry me in thy. mind, in 
thy eyes, and in thine hands as a Jewel on 
the Breaſt, as a Ring on the Finger 3 Let 
me be near thine heart, and cneT'os up and 
down in thy heart for ever. The Churches 
Love to Chritt was' ſo vchement ''and 
ffrong , and of that Conquering Natare, 
that x could no more reliſt it, or ſtand 
before it, then Death, Fire, or the Grave 
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up in thy- eſteen, as to-attrat 'and draw 
y-ſoul after hirr. Moreover, when Chriſt” 
comes in, the World muſt give place and/ 
mo Is thine heart in a great meaſu 
d:to the World? Doth it appear to be 
(as one calleth it, reat Nothing) duſt 
and ſhadows? "TFTaid of the Ifeckter, 
Ads 7.39. Their bearts turned back, again 
into Egypt > They carried Egypt into 
#he Wilderneſs with them. "Tis id of 
þ een Mary, if the had been ript up after 
- her death, Calice might have been found 
| inherheart \Lot's. Wiſe was — 


Tati2s 
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to make haſt out of Sodom, but ſhe left hen 
heart behind. But how is it with thee? _ 


Art thou riſen with Chriſt , and is the 
World crucified to thee, and thine heart 
above it? Doſt look upon the World as 
the Jews on Babylon, as a ſtrange Land? 
Canſt fay as David, 1 Chron. 2g. 15. We 
are ſtrangers before thee. I am a (tr 

in the Earth , Pal. 119, When t 
things of the World draw our affeQtions 
ſtrongly after them ; Chriſt and Heaven 
cannot be fo precious and delirable 3 but 
Believers know the things of the World 
are not worthy of their Love, They are 
common to good and bad, they are uncer= 
tain, they cannot ſave nor ſatishe, they cans 
not keep us from ſickneſs, nor from death, 
nor ſave our ſouls from hell. They are nq 
carriage for another world. T1 am-going t0 


the Place (faid the Martyr) where money is - 
'Tis ſaid of Gods ' Wor» 7 
thies, They did ſeek, a bettgyr Country, that is 
an | heavenly , and contefled , They" werg. 
Strangers and Pilgrims in the Earth, Helh, $:\ 


no Ccarrent com. 


11. 13, 14. Now if your Treaſure be 


Heaven, your Aﬀections in Heaven, and 3 


your Converſations heavenly, fou __ 


.uluzed of being there in a lucle time, 


CO 


<. 
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- gain, doſt conflid with fin, and get ſome 

» over it day by day? Is thy foul 
—_— from all kinds of ſm? Smner, 

” canſt thou be fit to go in with Chriſt, and 

hide and harbour his Enemies, and hold a 

fruce with ſome ſecret ſins ? 

The Uſe is for Enquiry,therefore ask thy 
felE theſe Queries, Doſt thou ſpare no Agag, 
4 ruling fin? Withdraw no wedge of Gold 
or Babyloniſh Garment, a gainful im ? Doſt 
make a League with no Gebeonite * Canſt 
with 7oſhna, deſtroy every Canaanite, even 
that fin which for ſweetneſs thou rolteſt 
_ ander thy tongue, the ftambling-block of 
thine own iniquity, the Peceatrm in deli- 
es ? Doſt batter the Tower of Fericho ? 
Canſt break down - the Bulwark of the 
Fleſh ? and ſay of every ſim, as the Fews of 
Chriſt, Away with bim, let him be crucified ? 
thou art a prepared Soul. When Chriſt 
that glorious Sun is riſen and enthron'd in 
the heart, that a aan can ſay,Come and fee 
.the -=_ wherethe Lord reigns 3 He is rea- 
dy for Hcavcn, 


b - 4. When the Believer hath ſo increaſed 
+ | his Talent, that the Grain of Muſtard-ſeed 
= is 


become n great Tree, ("is '(Crix.) te bach 


I Tied 6.4 
laid wp, he is ready. Three, things. Saints * 
hs ardently deſire in order to Fit» 

1. Grace in the reality of it. 

2, Grace in the fulnels of it.  : 

3: The gracious Preſence, Lat my' Be 
loved come into his Garden,(aid the Church. 

Chriſtians , you muſt not only have 
Grace habitually, but actually, in its mofk 
lively and vigorous exexciſe , to prepare 
you for Heaven. Grace is 2 Talcnt fent , 
down from Heayen , and put into: our 
hands to trade with. ' When-the Oil as in 
the Veſſel, and the Lamps burn bt 
divine Grace ſhines in the Soul like Stars ? 
in the Night 3 the Chriſtian is in a fit” 7 
poſture tb meet Chriſt, - Chriſtians, why 8 
thould* you take up your fiand 'in Res © 2 
ligion., and not go on to Perfedtion; | 
Even as Apeller upon all his Pictures would 
write, Faciebat, non facit. You-muſt nov 
ſuffer your Lamps to wax dim, and your ., 
Oil to waſt. A Dwarf is a monſter in-Nas : 
ture. . As there are ſome decayed" in their © 
— — 


* and conſumptive in their Bodies, {6 
* there withered and decayed Profeſſors in 
* ., every Socicty, the new man is very weak 
and feeble in'very many. What are become 
- , of the graces, comforts, and delights of the 
- Spirit > This ſtream doth not run, Rivers 
of Living Water do not flow out of our 
Bellies: Where is the old ſtock, and the 
new increaſe ? "That plenty and fulneſs 
of the Spirit, that muſt ripen our ſouls and 
make us ready ? It grace like the houſe 
of David did revive, and wax ſtronger and 
ſtronger in you, it would cure your Stupor 
and rity : and give you ( bear with 
the expreſficn ) a frelh Start , or new A- 
larm for Heaven. That grace is not in the 
gaining hand, is moſt apparent by your let- 
ting down your Watch, and falling aſlcep. 
By your Liſtlefincſs to Duties, and want of 
Life; and affe&ion in them, by the prevalen- 
cy of corruption, and decay of Godly ſor- 
row for fin, and inward peace, by the blot- 
tingof your Evidences for heaven,and want 
of Communion with Chriſt, who ſtands 
aloof off from the withered and decayed 
= Chriſtian. Friend, doſt thou not hcar the 
= Lord ſay, I have omething againſt thee be+ 
- cauſe thou haſt loſt thy tuſt Love ? We 


read 


"JF ,cad of the firſt days of Devid, and of the 
in 


Spirit; the' love' of the .Eſpouſals, .'But 
of the ſiveet Incenſe of Prayer and Praiſe, 


firſt Ripe Fruics5 The. firſt Fruits of the 


whete ſhall 'we find it? . What is become 


thou walt wont to. ſend up to heaven? The 
time was, thou couldſt be early and late 
with God by ſolemn and ſecret Prayer,and 
dire, and' dart up thy foul to heaven often 
in a day, by occaliqnal, gjaculatory Bra 

Is not this golden Lamp gone out ? Was 
there never a Spirit'of Prayer among Gods 
People in this Nation ? What is become of 
that inward affeion in Prayer, where ſhall 
we find it ? 1s all our Religion reſolv'd into 
forms and formality ?' How little. ſpiritual 
Worſhip hath God by the beſi of us, wha 
will accept of no other Worſhip > Where 
are thoſe trequent Vilits from Chriſt in his 
Ordinances you have found ? Where are 
the choice fruits in Chriſts Gaden ? You 
that are planted in the Houfe of the Lord; 
muſt flouriſh in the Courts of our God,and 
calt forth your Roots like Lebanon, Grow in 
Grace, andyou ſhall come into glory, 2 Pet. 4« | 
Il. 


Queſtion, 


_ © Do dl Godt People (whe ſhall go in with 
» 


— 
— 


Chrift): die in a comfortable 


Anſw. No : Scripture and Experience 
prove :the -contrary. And here I thall lay 
down fome Particulars, both to quicken 
and ſupport Gods people, whole ſouls ſem 
to be at the very point of diſpair, 

1. The fate of a godly man, and his 


'Y OITEny is not to be adjudged by the 
\. manner of his death, aroigr Aden, 


forts at the end of his days, but by- the 


_ and tendency of his, life. 
Ship that comes home richly laden may 


* meet 'with a ſtorm at the Harbors mouth. 


It matters not much ({aid Dr. Harris to his 
holy diſconſolate wife, ) whether comfort 


L comes an bour before death, or an hour after 


2 


death, A "godly man may die mourn- 
ing'y God may give him the Garment of 
gladneſs in Heaven, for his ſpirit of heas 
vineſs in Earth. A holy Miniſter of this 
Nation was wont to ſay, He never _ 
oft | : 


- . 


| 27) : 
the ſweet of 7 all his Life, meaning 
Afﬀutance of Hea 

Secondly, Balievin doth precede ſeal» 
ing, the dire&t a& of Faith goes before the 
reſet at of Faith, the Faith of Adherence 
before the Faith of Evidence , Epheſ: x, 


13- 

. Thirdly, The Kingdom of Glory is not 
rp to Aſſurance, but to Faith and 

epentance, There are many now in * 
heaven that were not aſſured of it till they 
came thither, And how many tender (c- 
rious fouls are there who prize- none in the 
World like a Chriſt, wholove him with all 
the 'regards of the Lord, who hate the Ene- 
mics of his Scepter with a perfect hatred, * 
who would not- willingly offend or grieve 
him in the leaſt meaſure, who cleave wito 
him as the only Rock of' Salvation, who-.! 
would: not selinquiſh their intereſt in han” | 
for Millions of Worlds. And yet they 
weep with Mary, becauſe they cannot 'fte £ 
their Lord. They confli& with fearswnd. © 
doubts day and night, and have notthat 
reflective Evidence and Aflurance that he 
is their Chriſt their God, The hour (fGald 3 
one) irr which Aſſerance comes is ſldotn, F; 
and its ftay- is ſhort, Thoſe that have ie, © 

| have ..7 


Rey, 
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Have itnot at all times; as there are degree: 
of Grace, ſo there are different meaſures of 
” -Afſurance. The Jewels of Grace may lie 
> - hid in the gloſe and dark Cabinet of the 

heart, until the Spirit ſhine upon its ov 
* Grace, The choiceſt Flowers have thei 
Roots out of fight. There are who be as 
truly in the favour of God, as the Angels 
themſelves, but they are very doubtful of 
-* It. *Tis reported that two Miniſters came 
to viſit a godly woman, who was weeping 
over her Child in the Cradle : and being 
asked by one of the Miniſters the cauſe of 

- _ griefs, (he (aid, Becauſe I have profeſt R 
; higion more then twenty years, and am not 
 Aﬀured of my Salvation. One of the Mi- 
+ niſtersasked the woman, Whoſe child is this 
ſ in the Cradle ? ſhe anſwered , Mine, but 
/. Naid he, Doth the Child know you are the 
®. , Mother of ic? She replied, No: which 
- + queſtion was a conſolation to this dejectec 
: d woman. The Lord knoweth thoſe that are 
bi. 
Fourthly, A man may come ſafe to hec 
- ven - without affoxance, but not without 
E | Grace and inherent Holineſs, But remem- 
5. 1 , her this, the more careleſs and indifferent a 
7. manor woman is about the allurance of hea- 
40 ven 


me 


ven, the further © e is from 
fore ic af yo {ular : 
ly, if thou would(t attain it, 
Fifthly, Great caſtings down, and ſoul» /2 
Ailtreſſes, "do often Uſher in much j joy and | 
inward peace. As a dark miſty night goes \* 
before a bright moming, and a cold Aw | 
Winter before a -F ++ Sprin 
that have been brought down to t TLV Valley ; 
of the ſhadow of Death, have alſo been car» Nx 
ried up to the Mount of _Transfiguration. 
The Spirit of Bondage doth lead the wa 
to the Spirit of Aotion, Roms. 8, 
Chriſtian that is poor and contrite in his 
own ſenſe, may have. his foul in a proſpe= 7 
,rous condition, And tis a great Þaith to, 
cleave to Chriſt and the Promiſes, when # 
man hath little comfort, The time may come Þ 
(faith a great Divine) When the Faith of 
Adherence may be all in all. Though chy ſoub 
is caſt down, aſſurance may be at the doors, 
When Mary Magdalen was weeping, 4 | 
thought her Lord was riſen and 2one;Chriſt | 
was behind her, 7oh. 20. I 
Sixrhly, Saints do not uſually die in a9 
Swoon or Spiritual Conſumption. * Ws 
Emticbus fall down dead, he mult riſe up3 
again, So God will one way or other x6, 
| E 2 cover 7 
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4 GE RS peophe, and -redivehis | 
work in them;and make them teady, Con- 
©  fider, it greatly concerns'alf that will live 
> and dic comfortably, and enjoy Chiift and 
© Heaven Ecrernally, to prefs'after certainty, 
"and to make ready, Are alt our defirable | 
” and beft things in the World uncertain, | 
” atid ſhall our fouls and heaven be fo too? | 
In things of infinite leſs yalue, men are for | 
”. certainty,and why not in this? The Uſurex | 
*would hve money told twice, who was 
wont to fay to his Man, It is good to be 
I. Ture. In caſe of money lent, men will have 
& double ſecurity.by Bond and Land. In Lon- 
|  donthere is an Enſuring-Office for Merchan- 
Ldize. And will you have no care to preſerve 
your ſouls * If certainty of Salvation were 
* £0 be bought, God knows , If I bad ten 
+ Earths (faid a very holy and learned Di 
— vine) I would part with them for it, 


or” SECT. Vil. 


'—  The4.Vſeis to perſwade all who have 

F* . 

any regard to God and theirgear fouls, to 
be in readineſs. Awake out of ficep, and get 
your Garments on, Oyl in the Veſſel, Loins 
zgirt, your Lamps burning, that ybu 0 be 

— 'f | . ready 


ext, ad he 1 QIc ey RR. 
as men. | 
This plain fs EEbortatign is diredhy f 
ed to two ſorts of Peyſons. M 
1. Thok who ay wholly unready fos.. 
Death and Ju Ju uggmen 
2, To t — axe in part wala aps 
not fo ready as they ſhould be, who 
and before the Lord : And as they them= 
ſelves another day will wiſh they "0 
been. 
t, Thoſe who are wholly unready to oy 
in with Chrilt. .- 
Queſt. Are there any ſuch? yea, 
then.a few. How _ ny bear, and ngW ; 
theſe. Sermons, do know themgſclves unxean 7 
dy, and: will not prepare : whoſe | 
ences. tell them if chey ſhould die, wt 
ſtand before God 4n their preſeut conetoy 
tion , they are undone for ever?., If 
lhould receive . a:, Summons to come. Q 
Gods Bar this day; os this night, we might* 
bear them cry out, Spare me a little 
Lord , ſpare me the Priiice, and me Ge 
Priett; Spaze me the Father and-me the Songs 
$pare me-the Mothcr, and me the Paugh: « 
ters. Spare me the. rich. mgn,, and me if 
$f pare ws the MR" WH 
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| | (96) , 
the Servant 3 Spare "me the young man, 
> and me the . old mari;' Spare rme'the Mi- 
 fireſs, and* me” the Maid 3 Spare me” the 
” Learned, and me the Unlearned man ; 'me 
&-rhe ſickly man, and me the healthy man ; 
& Lord, for one month, vor year more, before 
* I go to the place from whence I ſhall never 
xeturn., | 
*.- To open and Illuſtrate, viz. that there 
are abundance 'unready. Let meask you, 
What think you of the Infidel World, the 
Uncircumciſed in hcart and fleſh? How 
* many Kingdoms and Nations are there, 
who know not the way to a life of Immor- 
tality by a Mediator ? Theſe are the Devils 
Free-hold., without hope, and ſtumble 
down to Hell in the dark. But to leave the 
poor Pagans, (who periſh for want of vili- 
on) and to come nearer to our ſelves : 
© What vaſt multitudes are there in the 
Chriſtian World, and that among bapti- 
zed Perſons, who enjoy the means of Salva- 
+. tion, and are altogether unrcady, for Chrilt 
—and Heaven. 
< To deſcend to Particulars. 
= 1. Thoſe that are groſly ignorant of 
©. God and Jeſus Chriſt, wz. Ignorant of his 
& Nature, Perfon, Offices, they have _ 
x 1 


a head or hearty knowledge of: Chriſt,” © 
Their minds are blind and underſtandings: - 7 
darkned. The firſt Work God doth tes. * 
prepare ſinners for Heaven, is to open their; 
eyes, and to bring, them into the Light of 
Life. But-to theſe, God , Chriſt, Faith,. 
Repentance is a myltzry. A woman being; 
asked by a Miniſter, Whether Chriſt by 
whom ſhe expected Salvation, was a Many * 
or a Woman ? Anſwered She could not telk- 
Arc ſach ready ? (hall they be faved who 
are under the power of the Prince of Dark» . 
neſs? Righteow Father ((aid Chriſt) the” * 
World bath not known thee, John 17. 254." 
And truly Heaven is no more 1n. Hell then: 
preparation for it is.in an ignorant Perſon.” % 
Thoſe who are made fit tor Heaven, are: 
delivered from the Power of Darkneſs, Cot. 
I. 12, 13. Under the Law God would not; 
accept of blind Sacrifices , Dent. 15, 2#«* 
Pſal. 11.27. 2 Cor. 4. 3. O then, cry ate 
Knowledge,and lift up thy voice for "5 
ſtanding 3 Take hold of Inftruftionand ket 
her not go, for ſhe is thy Life, Prov. 25 2 
Wichout knowledge the heart cannot be: 
good nor ht for God and Heaven. »13 

2. What ſhall we think of thoſe that rel 
enly in outward' Priviledges, who, beim 
*;x7 E 4 JOIN 


&” born of Blood, arid of the will of the Fleh. 
* And by timely Education have attaincd the 
* knowlcdge of ſound principles and way of 
Salvation, but werenever awakened, convin=- 
+ <ccd,and under any diſtreſs about their ſouls, 
axe theſe ready for Chriſt and Heaven ? Jo. 
v.39. Rom. 7. 9. Kev.3.17. The 
med not the Phyſitian, ſaid Chriſt, Thole, 
+ who arc ſtrangers to the Spirit of Bondage; 
and Pan the new Birth, who never 
ſaw thoſe treaſures of wrath dueto ſin, he 
. that was never. heard to ſay, I am unclean, 
Fam caft down, I am heavy Laden, I am 
> loft, F am undone, I die, I am damned, if 
+ Chriſt and Mercy. come not ſpeedily. 
[Without conviction there can be no con= 
{{verfion. A woman travels and then brings 
Jforth a Child, A#- 2. 36. 16. 30. Many 
Neal quietly to Hell, few or none go 
pothly to Heaven, Men commonly paſs 
jorow the ſtraits before they enter into the | 
& Harbour or Haven of Reſt. The Laſh of | 
the Law is our School-Maſter to bring us | 
* 20 Chriſt, Gal. 3. 24. But alas, thouſands | 
are deluded with a cheap converſion, that 
never had a fick-night or a pained-{oul for 
| Indeed all are not converted with a 


Beoice of Thunder, and brought to Chriſt 
on with 


wade eden 444.484 17- 
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with a mighty Ruſhing Wind, and terriblt- 
Tempeſt and Confternation of Spirit. 
Chriſt may ſtcal ſecretly into the. heart, as 
into Lydia, but *tis very (cldom. Security | 
ſends many to Hell, whereas a fore Conſe | - 
ence is better then a ſcared Conſcience, and} 
a burning+Ague is more hopeful then a Le- 
thargy- 

3+; What think you of the Bdialifts and 
Damme's,who carfe Facob and dehie Iſrael # 
viz, that deride holineſs, and make a ſport 
of ſin, and fly in the face of theig Creator, 
and darc Gad to kill and damn them every 

day. (; There aze who live as [if they were 
ſent into the World to-do, nothing but ſin, 

ſerye the Devil.and ruine themfclves. What 

droves and mykitudes of hbidinous profane 

perſons are there in eyery place ? -How 'is 
the broad way! crowded with-men- of core 7 
rupt Minds. and curſcd Practices; who drop” 
poiſorras. they- go, and ride poſt to Hell 4 
Theſe fcaxlet-linners will break thorew al” 
dangress to have their luſts fatished. ' As 
Nero's Mather (aid, Let hin ylU me ſo be way 
Reign. | . 
4 
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Let the Devil damn us ſo we may have 

the ſweet of fin. Theſe do not believe a 

day of eternal Retribution after death. 

And are ghey prepared for Chriſt and 

Heaven, who are ready for the Devil 'and 
Hell ? 

'- 4+ What are the ſpiritually barren un- 

der all the Dreſſings and Dews of Hea- 

ven, and the dbundenies of Apoſtates in 

+ heart and praftice * We may take up 

Davids Lamentation upon the Death of 

Saxl and Jonathan, and ſay with grit, 

. How are the Mighty fallen > The -Falling- 

© Sickneſs hath been: very rife, and an Ept- 

* demical Difeaſ&armong us. Theſc'are days 

of as many inftinces of Apoſtacy and 

back-ſliding, and that from as high and 

- glorious Pitches as any ' Age fince the 

| Apoſtles days 'can - Parallel,” How many 

= Stars have beer! caſt! from Heaven ? | How 

Zimany Trees plucked up by the Roots? 

# Many fecming Stars are diſcovered 

# to be but - Meteors, and now gone down 

in obſcurity. Are theſe ready for -Chrilt ? 

+ The penny will not be paid until the 

& Evening 3; the End Crowns the Action, He 

*>that preſſcth-on and runs to the -End of the 

I Race (hall have the prize , Exzek, $06. 
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(-161 ) 
Mat. 24. 12,. 13. Heb, 6..4, #- -38, 3964 | 
2. Pet. 2, 20, 1 Cor. 9. 24 Reuel. Jos 
" 10, 

5. What think you of thoſe Millions of, . | 
unholy Worldlings, who trade altogethery® 
for the Earth, and lay up no Treaſure-iny / 
Heaven ? Their Gold ; Silver, Houſes ,7 
Lands, Wives, Children, are their God, 
They defite- no better Heaven. then to be © 
perpetuated in the Hongurs , Profits and 
Pleaſurcs of the World ; I would not leave” 

= in Paris, for my part in Paradiſe, 
ſaid a prophane Wretch, A Noble man 

; Of Vienna: at his great Feaſt, and in 3 
midſt of his Jollity, ſaid, If God would: 
leave me my Riches, and ſuffer me to live" 
but a thouſand years to take my pleaſure," 
I. would willingly leave God bis Heaven. The 
Children of Rexben and Gad, being 
riched. with the ſpoil of their Enerni 
and- come. into a good Land, 'defired# 
have it for their Inheritance, and not to'g 
iuto the Promiſcd Land, Namb.32.1,2. 34 
Are they prepar'd for Reaven, who can 
take the World for their Portion? Nate, 
19. 23, 
6. What are the thouſknds and ten the =_ 
ſands of Chrilt ard were: ſlight 
une £ 


_ 
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F fifiners ,- rhany of which will not© come 


within the found of the Silver-Tu 

© (tiz.) to wait upon God in the Uſe of 
; means. There are who ſeem to be re- 
” folved to throw their ſouls to hell. God 
commands to do no Murder, and felf-Mur- 


- der is wondred at, becauſe the care of lite, 


and fear of death, is planted in mans Na 
. ture 3, but (elf-deftruction, (elf-damnation, 
ts very common. There arc who will 
fay, We are no Thieves,nor Murderers, nor 
———— or Drunkards, but to be 


- Chriſt-f! = ters is worſe, and more dam- 


T 


»nable. is made Chriſt grieve, ſigh, 


weep, in a melting manner, over Jeruſalem, 


E and his Compaſſionate bewailing of them, 
- was enough to turn ſtones into tears, never» 


bk) 


theleſs,, they wilfully refuſed him, Mat. 
+37. This will be (ad, like the impe» 
©nitent Thicf to periſh, and a Saviour by his 


© fide. We read of a whole City, upon the 


Joſs of their Swine, intreated Chrilt to be 


| = out of their Coaſts, Mat. 8. wt, 
e 


Glory ? 


theſe ready to wear the Crown of 


7 Add to theſe, thoſe, (and not a few) 


g: who hold not the head, but Execrable, and 
| Abominablc opinions, which they pertina- 
4 ciouſly 


FS 9K 
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nears ade oat, . © 


ces deny the ReſurxeQtian of the Body, ; Are 
they prepar*'d to go in with Chriſt ?- Hee 
refie is reckoned among the- worſt of: the 


iooſly defend. If men make” not; the! . 
Perſon of the Mediator the objet.,,of 
ir faith and hope, and' with the Saddu- 


fins of the Fleſh : *tis a Spiritual Witch» 
craft, and a covert, cloſe way to hell: Not 
only wicked practiſes, but corrupt opini= 
ons will damn mens fouls,” 2 Pet. 2. Paxil 
told the erronious Galatians they were be» 
witched ; when mens Cattel, or the bodies 
of their Children are bewitched, how fad 
is-it, but *tis more dreadful- to have ſouls 
bewitched. There are. an abundance of 
Virtiginous: Leprous heads in this Nations 
Head-diſcaſes are hardly curcd , they do 
often” kill. Ye therefore” Beloved, __ 
ye know theſe things before, beware 
ye alſo being led away with the error of 3 
the wicked.tall from your own fiedfaſtncly, > 
2 Pet.'3- 17. 11 +28 
8, Joyn to theſe your finners in Zian, 
and Tarcs among the Wheat, the falſe» ” 
hearted” profeſſors, and thoſe who think=" 
their good intentions and own RighteouP 7} 
neſs will fave them. This Golden Idol of % 
{clf-Righteouſneſs hath {hut many out abs 
heaven, 


* 
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” - heaven, Mat. 5. 20. Luke 18. 11, 12, 13 


10. 3. | 

- 9, What are thoſe that ſay they are toc 
yoting, and-it is too ſoon to part with fin, 
and prepare for heaven ? areſuch ready for 
the Bridegrooms coming ? Theſe do not 
conſider that more dic - young then live 
long 3 and how little Graves, (mall Bones, 
and Skulls of alt-izcs are in our burial-pla- 
ces? Our Proverb is, That the Eambs skin 
many times come to the Market before 
the Sheeps skin. The young men are 
dead; *tis ſaid of Jobs Sons , Fob 1. 17. 
Again, enquire about the timeof mens con» 
verhon; and [you will find few converted 
m Old Age. | *Tis almoſt a.Prodigy- to ſee 
an old man or woman convert and turn to 
God. Moreover, thoſe who put off their 
- Preparation for heaven, do not know what 
= wit of joy and- plcafure they live, who 
& have taſted the ſweet of Religion, and got- 
ten Evidence for Heaven carly, | And who 
can tell what an abundance of young men 


EF” and womcir are nov in Flame > The (ns 


+ bf youth. David pray'd for. the , pardon of, 
Pſal. 25. 
©: 10, And Hftly, What will you. ſay of 


yp fool:h Virgins? Are they | repared for'the 
Eternal 


| 


! 
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Eternal World ? - Here are Virgins 'un+ 
ready, ſappoſe they repreſent Particuhar 
Churches, half had not Oil in their Veſ- 
fels. What if you ſhould be fuch ? St. Pax? 
telleth the Church of Corinth , He had 
Eſpouſed them as a chaſt Virgin to Chriff, « 
and yet there were bad members among 
them.” They were convinced © Virgji 
that made a profdfion, and kept themſtves 
from groſs pollution, Matth. 25.1.” They 
were found in their Principles, no Here- 
ticks, they expeRed Chrift coming, ' They 
were in high Eſteem, and+did ſhine as 
Lights, their Lamps 'did burn, and they 
went oh - m | Religion for a time; 

many are pleag'd with'the name or reputas 
tion of being Religious : they would" be 
thought good, Ir thy beart right (laid? 
Rib) a my beart #4 ? © The wile Virgir 
thought well 'of them,” and tn 
had'been prepared. ' The Diſciplesthough 
well of Judas, and -Paxl of Demas ; the 
were in a comphining condition; and 
ble of the want of grace.and came fot «fie 
pl tothe wiſe Virgins, but *twas'too lat 
Laſtly, their expectation was high,and their * 
"confidence held: out to-the'laft, They care® 
boldly to the docr,and pray'd for admiſfione $3 
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You have heard there is a numberleſs 
nainber unready , and- truly you may as 
foon find ſweet Flowers growing upon the 
Sea, and Filh upon the Mountains, yea, 
Pearls upon the tops of Trees, as prepara- 
tion for heaven in carnal hearts, Now to 
faſten this truth as a Nail in a ſure place, 
ask-thy ſelf theſe queſtions, that thou 
mayſt- know 'to which foxt. thou . he» 
mr 

1, Queſt. Am not T the poor blind ſoul 
whan the Goſpel ſaith is Loft ? 

2, Queſt. Have 1 been ſavingly ſenſible of 
fin, and the want of a Saviour ?: Did 1 ever 
zaſt of Spiritual Grief or Godly, SorromZ? I; 
fin a9 @ Talent of Lead gr as light as a Feather 
80 me 

' , Queſt. Ir not my name among the dead 
=” cenſalem, end in the lift of prodigitns fin- 
 Mrpio look like bell it ſelf / 

> -;/\- Read over the Catalogue of the fing af 
- he Fldh,Gad. 5. 19,20, 21, 1 Cor.6 9,10. 
And fay, Axe not theſe my fins ? 
*;.» 4, Quelt. Am not I the man went out of 
Babylon ts Zion, that ſet Sail for Heaven, 
and once ſeem'd a bright Star, vit, A for 
x ward , aJtve , zealous Chrittian , and \dili- 
gu 


a5 
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in Duties, now become a Comet } Where 
my fervour and affettion ? Ir not my Jats 
gt likely #0 be worſe then the 

So ? Phat is profeſſion without progreſſi= 
on f 


5, Queſt; Am not IT an Idolatrow Worlds 
ling, whoſe name is written in Earth, and. 
whoſe portion is in this Life, Pſal.17.14. Luke 
6, 24. Col. 3. 5, James 5, 1. 

6. Queſt. May not 1be rank'd among the 
deſperate Roy ſuners, over wheſe 
bead Gods wrath bangs ? 

7. Queſt. Do I hold no corrupt, 

0n,contrary ta the form 
words, ke Dofirine of the 
rf? 2 _ 14- F 4 

8. Queſt. Do I net bui the rotten 
ſandy Foundation of mine ws Rights ; 
neſs? What beſide my good Purpaſes, 'my. © 
Baptiſm , and ſome imperfeti Performances, 


— 


- 
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and vain hopes bave I to ſatisfie God; 


y and to entitle me to' Heaven 7 Matth, 7 
22, 
f 9. Queſt. Do I not think, it too ſoon ind f] 
< lieve, love God, and live a ftrifi piows life 2.» 
| Showld T be a looſer to part with my Laftr,and.”* 
. | gfvemy beart to Chriſt ? 
l (2 Qt. am 2 « fot Vogt | 


jt 
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22+ How many firong and crillous 


erptations are incident to youth ?. there” 
is no ſuch glaſſy ſlippery Piece of way he- 
tween you and Heaven as Youth; Beware, 


2 ſaith a Divine, of this green young Devil, 
©, the hot and fiery paſſions of Youth, That: 


true Father in God, Fobn, writes to young: 
men who were Believers betimecs. 


| and Grace, Chmilt and a young Man or & 


”Y 


young Woman are a ſweet Couple (faith 
he ſame Author. ) Old Jacob commanded 
his Sons to carry down to Foſapb the beſt 
Fruits of the Land of Canaan, Gene 43. 11s 
This Primroſe or Spring-Flower of 


and Vertne, , will be very gratcfulto Geet, 


Young 'Men and young Women 
ken to the advice of him who knew by 


© {weet experience how good it was to begiu 


with ; God carly , Eccleſ. 12, Remember 


* thy Creator in the days of thy yub. The 
- Kingdom ' of Heaven ( faith Chriſt ) is 
F fike a man that is an Horuſbolder , which 

” went out early to hire Labourcys into" bis 


a 
; 
4 
» 


.* 
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Vineyord, Mat. 22. 1. Will you in the Au» 
yrs or Golden-Morning of your Youth, 
g© about your Maſters Work, or rather 

own ? Mine Offering are for a {weet 
Ercur unto me (faith the Lord,) ye (hall 
Ec .5 obſcrve 


\ 
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godly Child mentioned in the little Book, 
when it faw the Tokens of Death on'it, _ 
cried out, 1 am mark't, death was welcome 3 
to it, being mark*t for Chrilt, and ready 4"; 


the Lords before this day, and a ___ 
offeting vowed was not to. be relealtd, 
Namb. 30. The Daughters of Zell _ 6. 
(being young Virgins) ſucd for an Inheri» 
tance atnong their Brethren (viz, ) to have 
a Lot in the Holy Land. Do you ſeck for 7 
an Inheritance among ' Bdievers- in the ; 
bteer Country? Heaven is btfore you 
and God bids you, as once Abrabam and. : 
Lot, to make your choice z he expedts 
who will requite your youthful =+1 
Jer. 2.412, No Wife to the Wik 
the Youth, In the Morning reſolve to ſow "IP 
the ſeed of ' Vertue, and thou ſhalt 
Santlifie to me the Firſt-born , ſaith nh the 
Lord. Deal by the Soul as Hannab did 
with her Son, who gave him to the Lord. 
Tis the beſt time for ſuch a deſignation 3 
and if thou doſt intend Heaven, remiember 
who _ My Son give me thy heart Prov... | 
26, | 
Cid 


ty . 
. ! 
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"26. - Be holy and thou (kale be. accepted? 


Sinner, thou canſt not make-too muchhaf 
to Heaven, When did you hear a y 
woman being Eſpoulſcd to a Perſon,comely, 
rich, wiſe and honourable, fay, It was too 
ſoon for ſuch an Advantage. Let this day 
be thy Marriage-dayz Marriage is honour 
able, eſpecially this Marriage, it being to the 
Kings Son and Heir vf Heaven, And i 
none have been converted that heard-theſe 
Sermons.O that you that read them may | 
the Firſt-fruits, Exod. 34. 26, Micah 7. 1: 
Rom. 15. 5. It hath bin and is the beſi 
light in England, and in our Aflemblics, 
to {ce ſo many young faces towards Hea 
ven , ready to go in with Chriſt, To 
aye you to beſtow the dew of. your 
outh on Chriſt, and that your reſolution 


for heaven may as a mighty torrent carry 
down all before it, 


1. The Church is called a Virgin, Chnifl 
the Bridegroom, and the flouriſhing Age 
of Youth muſt be the beſt time to, make 
this Match. The Birds chuſe their. Mates 
in the Spring; the young Bees, when 
thryſt out by the old Ones, work. in the 
Summer for Honey in the Winter, The Mar- 


Take theſe Incentives, | 


riages} _ 


done for his ſoul, I/bom have 1 in Heaven * 
. bus thee ? O God, thou art my God yearly wall 3 
Z ſeek, thee, Plal. 63. 1; 73:25 Doas the 5 


riages. of the Aged, when Mev ſhould * 
think of a Grave,- are wondred at; and 
ſomewhat rare; Sinner, the time of Youth 

is the choiceſt and fitteſt ſeaſon for thy 
Soul. Now, thine affeftions, viz. Delixe, © 
Love, Joy, Delight, (the wings and feet * 
of thy ſoul, to carry thee to the arms and 
boſom of Chriſt *) are ripe and floanih, 
While thy Love is warm, ſtrung, and all 
thy ſenſes and faculties quick, lively, ative, 
place them on ſweet Jeſus. Timouſneſs or 
Priority we muſt have ever - reſpect unto 
in this grand Afﬀair 3 as the Woman came 
to Chrilts Grave early, Luke 24. 1. ſo carl 
mult we get Grace. How excellent,is 
for a young Man, or Maid, to have. ſucha 
ſpring of Grace as to invite Chriſt to come 
and dwell with him ,” Cant. 4- lt. 2 
Owner of the Garden dclights. to ſee the * 
young Plants Bud , Bloſſom; and: bear” 
fruit , Cant. 6.11, To trade with God 
for the Oil of Grace, and to prepare 'for © 
Heaven early, is the richeſt Trade in the 
World. Say with him who was pious in 
his Youth, and could tell what God had 


/ Primitrve A 


v 


ay 


Primitive Chriftians, who gave themſtlves 
to the Lord, 2 Cor. V. 5, It may be thou 
art poor in the World, and haſt'not Gold 
Frankmcenſe and Myrrh to offer unto 
thy God, nor a thouland Rams, and ten 
; thouſand Rivers of Oil, yet thou haſt an; 
Heart which is a Preſent for a Prince, a 
Gift for the Great God. Lord, ſwch as 
have T give thee ; and *tis thine own, my 
body and my foul I refign to thee, Rom, 
12,1. This is the Male; do not bring 
the blind, the lame, and the maimed, leſt! 
he ſay to thee, as to thoſe ſacrilegious Per-| 
ſons, Go offer it to thy Governour, ſee whe- 
ther he will accept of it ; where thou halt 
{ſpent the beft of thy Floure, beftow thy 
7 Bean, Let the World, Fleſh and Devil, 
” that have had thy Youth, have the ſnuff 
and d of old Age too. Sinner, ſtay 
till old Age, and no thanks to part with 
thylins fin will leave thee; when the Oil 
is waſted the Lamp will go oat, Then (, 
ſtand forth young man, and ſay to God as} 1; 
Ahab to Benhabad, I am thine and all that 
FT have. My head and my heart is thine, 
my feet, and my hands, and all is thine. 
* My heart is thine to love thee, my head” is 
© thine to plot for there, my hands u 
-_— * wor 


Sr TS LIES. ESY CDT TT RR 


my Get ball go d the thee, , 

my ay 1. WY ſpeak to hes and for 
I had: a thouſand hearts, Lord, 

thou, BY have them all. This is to 
Gow, kim with thy Firſt-fraits, Prov.3.9, 


Famer 1.16. 

2.. Break off from the Devil and Sin 
early, and gather up this heavenly hidden 
Mannab of Divine Grace, in the Morning, 
and go forward, and thou "wilt be a Mo- 
ther” in I/-ae,,” or a Father in Gods Fa- 
mily. The 'new born Babe, will come 
to be a young man, and a young, man 2 
Father. The hot fiery Luſt of Youth is 
the Devil, in his Flowers, (faith one) in 
Youth "the Devil finds dry Sticks, and 


dry  Coals, and an Hearth Stone, and how. 

foon can he with his Flint caft fire, "ang 3. 

with his Bellows blow it up and fire th&*F 

Houſe. Therefore gt * Grace betirf 
my 


into the Garriſon of thy heart, that thowſ© 
mayeſt be able to repel his helliſh tempras |. 
q tions. *Tis Chriſts delights to be ' cars | 
q the Vineyard , Cant, 7. 12. Trees 
that Bloſſom in the Spring, are moſt fruit» 
ful and moſt uſeful. God made choice of 
the Almond-Tree ( tis {aid ) becaule it 
F Bloſſoms 


o 


Kiko bp firſt, Elbe ing ot 
ven is ſtampt carly upon. a many foul, Fan 
ordinaril ww - xr elvienc, 
= Hotineſs, i bes , Fi fy 
Dahiel, Timothy , began Ly 
time, and werc in the u Form > 
Gods School, and Stars of the e full M 
tude. Obadiah feared the Lord 
his youth, -and , how: uſcful 'was he ? Fi 
Seck, tbe Kingdom of | Heaven, Matth. 6. 33s 
*Tis an honous to, be fir{t in Chyilt, and 
firſt converted in a Town or Family. But 
to be the firſt Drunkard, the firſt Adul- 
terer, the firſt Perſecutor, or the firſt in- 
venter of fantaſtick , diſguiſed Faſhions , 
and wicked Praftices deſevves to be brand- 
, ed with infamy and reproach. Senigrity 
or Priority in the faith and true Piety, is 
a praiſe, Rom, 6.5, Salute Fe Fo 
GY Junia who are of Note,((aith Pax) and 
. were in Chriſt before me. Whereas to be 
a young Sabbath-brcaker, a y Forni- 
cator, a young Thief, a young Acheiſt, is 
a hozrible ſhame and ignominy. On. the 
contrary, to be firlt in Gods fear and fa- 
vour, and to have carly experience of 
Chriſts Love, is both commendable and 
comfortable, 

3. Delay 
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3. Delay is the (ad CharaQter of the 
wicked S:rvant , and very deceitful and 
dangetous for "thy Soul, Nutth. 2+ 48. 7 
To linger atid procraſtinate in a matter of ©? 
this moment, is'a trick and, cheat. of the -: 
Otd Serpent to undo thee for ever. To 2 
to day, faich the great Landlord andeLi- | 
mitter of our time. To morow, hereaf- 
ter, (ſaith the Devil) to whoſe voice, Sin- 
ner, wilt thou liſten, to God, or the Devil ? 
Haſte,for thy life, ſtay not, (aid the Angel t0 
Lot.; if he had ſaycd a little longer he had 
been burn'd, Will. you by delays pleaſe 
the Devil , and ,make whips and {tings 
for your ſelves, treaſure up. wrath, this ys 
to add to the Heap, and bring fewel tb the 
fire, that muſt burn upon ch& toEternicy, 
But what need ſuch haſte? the Thief wear 
from the Croſs to the Crown the Tawge 


"= 


day. Do not truſt to that, it was por 
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Thief, and he a Prodigy, and tryly 'pes 

tent.  Sappoſe God ſhould fay ch 

that art young , as once Joſeph to Nis 
Brethren , Except your younger Brother 
"| come with you, ye ſhall ' not ſee my, Face 3 
| if thou doſt tior ferve, fear and obey nie in 
| thy youth; thou halt never obtain my fa» © 
vour, © Trecs that Blofforn gor till Aufwinth, ' 
wa F 2 afford © 


* 


o 
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China roarry their Children very young; 
'to prevent .their Debauchery, 1 will not 
'fay of the hoary-Head, there is no hope, 
becauſe ſome few in the Evening, or (e- 


* *venth hour, have been called and come to 


Chriſt : But with fear and trembling, 
conſider, thou that fſayſt to day it is too 


Toon, to morrow may with anguiſh of ſoul 
cry out it is too late, "Tis good for a man 


to bear the Yoke in his Youth, #. e. Chriſts 
Yoke, not the Devils Yoke, whoſe Slaves 


; and Drudges he will make you, until he 


damn you. What a grict is it, that youth- 


'Ful ſins and old bones ſhould meet in the 
Grave, Job 28.11, 


4. Divine Precepts and Promiſes are to 
the preſent time, none for hereafter, The 


Imperative Mood hath no Future Tenſe. 


ing out of ſcaſon hath had no ſucceſs. 


"While Eſax was hunting, he loſt the bleſ- 
"Ting. Many ſhall ſeek, to enter in, and ſhall 
"not be able, While they went to buy the 


tro came , ſeek the Lord while be 
may be found, Ia. 55.7. Prov. 8. 17. Are 


not the ſhadows of the evening ſtretched 
out over {ome of you? Gray hairs are 
Kere and there, they will tell you the 

" * . . he 


"afford little Fruit, The Inhabitants of 


h 
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night is near: Look up you old and 
young Loyterers , and ſee whether your 
Morning-Sun is not paſt its Meridian, yea, 
near its ſetting, Doſt thou not fee many 
ygung men dic, and go before thee to the 
Grave ? Art thou certain of another day ? 
Will not God reckon with thee for fo rich 
a Talent, and treaſure of time put into b 
hand ? What meaneſt thou, 'O flyggard}; 
O ſleeper, awake, ariſe, pray, prepare, that 
thou periſh not. *Thy Lord intends to come; 
how wile thou fear and tremble to look him 
in the Face, and thy work not done! 
Sinner , go home and moum 'over this ©: 


great and irreparable loſs, the loſs of thy _; 


precious tire. And now before dea 
draweth the black ſhade over thee; ſet all 
things at rights betwixt God and thy ſou. 2 
And if thy ſoul and heaven depend” upon 
an inch of time, do not waſt it for a 
World. | 
5. To know, fear, love and ſerve God 
in our Youth, is the beſt comfort of Old 3 
Age. A young Saint, and an old Anget is. 
a true ſaying, 


- 
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Here 1 fubjoyn Motives for Saints and | 
F 3 


« 


fanners,, 
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Goners to prepare 3 and means and direQi- 
cns in order to It- 
| 1. Ms, Conſider with greateſt oy 
* ouſneſs the ſure paſſing cxcellency , dig- 
” nity, and glory the Perſon, for. whole 
ſweet and delightful preſence thou* miſt 
prepare. Here I am at a loſs, and know 
not how to think, ſpeak, or write of this 
infinite, matchleſs, and tranſcendent beauty 
and glory of Chriſt, Which will keep 
all created tongues of Mey and Angels in 
exerciſe and bulic, night and day to fpeak 
of it. Now if you would have a Glimpſe 
of this glorious One, view his Titles, and 
hear what a true CharaGter they give of 
* him, who have ſcen him, not face tg face, 
but through a Glaſs darkly. Chriſtians, 
you are invited to ſee this King, and Son 
oe the higheſt in his Glory, Cant. 3. 11. 
ye forth, O ye Daughters of Zion, and 
bag King Solomon , with the Crown 
A _ wherewith bis Mather crowned bim , in. the 
© day of bis Efouſals. Chriſt ap ared to 
Jobn in wonderful Luſtre and Majeſty, 
cloathed with a Garment down to the 
ground , girt with a golden Girdle, his 
Head and his Hair white as ſnow, his Eyes 
as a flame of 'F xe, his Countenance as = 
un 
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Sun ſhining inhis Rrength,, Rev. 1. 13,34, © 
© what ,a fair One, what an. oply *One, 
what an excellent, lovely, raviſhing One 
is Chriſt! Put the beauty of ten thou- 


pes, like the Gar- 
en, put all 1 ces, all Flowers, all 
Smells, all Colours, all Talts, all Joys, all 
Sweetnefs, all LovelineG.in one, .Qrwh 
i-fair excellent thing would it be! ai 
et it (hould be leſs to the deareſt and 
pt , beloved, then one drop of min 
to the whole Seca, Lakcs, Rivers and Foun» 
tains of ten thouſand Earths, (faith a fa« 
mois Divine), The Church, who had-the 
moſt | with this King of Glory, 
ris, BY eden My. Gant, 5. 10, 
nd do you expect his Company and Pres 
fence in Heaven, and not prepare? --If 2 
man he. to cat with the Ruler , be wi 
make himſelf-ready. goſepb ſhayed him-- 
ct, and put off his Priton-garments whew 
he was tO appear 11 Pharoahs Preſence. Is 
it fit Swine thould, come into a Kings Pr 
{ſence;Chamber ? The Maids that went © 
into. 4baſrerus were for fix Months to be © 
pores with Oil of Myrjh, and ſweet 7 
ors; Art thou a filthy Swine, og; 
Gogt;. aud durſt come betore the King o& 
nd" ; F + | Glory, 


% 


_ 
| 
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# Glory. Hu Wife bath made yer ſelf ready 

Rev. 19.7, 8. Friend, doſt, thoulove, ani 
look for Chriſt,- and pleaſe thy (Alf with 


+ the thoughts of ſceing of him, and. n 
caſt off thi. Cs [- — 
> Peter expreſſcth his love-to his Lard,by pro- 
” felling he was not only ready to go to Pri- 
+ fon, but to die for his ſake, Locke 22. 33. 
Was Peter and Paul ready to ſuffer and die 
for Chrift, and will you not make ready 
to live and rcign with Chriſt, in heaven for 


EVer, 


=- 


—————_— n— 
_ 
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+ 2. Mo, The red Dragon and Old Ser- 
pent the Devil, that deſigns thy Eternal 
woe. Makes it his main Puſinels to hin- 
der this work,therefore make ready. Tobiah 
& and Sanballat were not ſo bulie to retard, 
and hinder the building of Jeruſalem and 
EF” Temple, as the Devil is to hinder thy pre- 
paration for heaven. He hath his Devices, 
His Wiles, his Depths, and all imployed to 
* impede and obſtrudt this work, Here I ſhall 
= endeavour to detect ſorne of the ſtratagems 
& of this aRive and malicious Adverfary the 
= Devil. 
E Q. How doth Satan hindey this Work, ? 
. Anſw. 


b 
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Anſw.1. By ſuggeſting delays and'putting- 
off our duty-: and to this end he wall per-- 
{wade, 

1. Though it-may and muſt be done, it 
is. too ſoon, another ſeaſon is better ther 
the preſent time. 

2, That there isno life ſo ſweet as'a life 
of fin and ſenfuality, 

3. That preparation for heaven is ® 
ſhort and caſfie work, and may be done 
hereafter , or when we will. Sinner, it 
thou doſt think it cafic to repent, believes 
and change thy heart, and ſecure heaven 
at any time, Let me ask. thee, Canſt 
make an other World, and keep the whole 
Faws ?- Canſt raiſe the dead,or live here for: 
ever > Thou maylt do one as well as the=® 
other, 

2, By withdrawing men- from- the uſe = : 
of powerful and awaking, means, in which* 
they may. meet- with - Chrilt and be"cont.y 
yerted, | 

By repreſenting the difficulty and uns. + 
polſiblit of a-ſtrict and” pious life. To» 
infinuate and faſten this temptation,the. D&> -, 
yi] will make men bclieve. 

1, That there is no abſolate: neceſſity. of; «\? 


ſuch preciſcnels, 
F5 2. Thats 
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#. That men may live ill, and die well. 
Go in the way to Hell, and come to Heas, 
ven. 

3. That no man can live ſuch a life, if 
ſo, *tis a fad, penlive life, and no way Eligi- 
ble, or to be choſen. 

4. By raiſing prejudice and evil thoughts 
in mens minds againſt the. Preachers 

. and Profefiors of the Goſpel: fych- as 

* theſe: | 
” 1. That the beſt are not ſo good towards 
God, as they ſcem to the World, but falſe 
and counterteit, 

2. That thy fin is ſecret, and in corners, 
thongh not-opcnly, and in the face of the 

E Sun: And becauſe of the grofſer faults,and 
L= miſcarriage of ſome, and the weakneſles, 
& tnfrmities, and paſhons of others, they will 

& * think 'well of none. Here note ; *tis a 
EX curſed deſign of Hell, to put bad men upon 
the profeſhon of Religion on purpoſe to 
*<&diſgrace it, and render it odious to the 

World. 

5. By abuſing and miſapplying the Do- 

Grine of EleRtion and Predeſtination, (o as 

to infer and draw from it, wild and deſpe- 

= ate conclulzons, 

6, By ſuggeſting to poor deſponding 
| ſouls, 


a 


% 
- 
- 


{ dences for Heaven, viz. That Conyictiongt 
| and legal Terror is Converlion, that an 
! honeſt, civil, {ober life, without Chriſt and: © 


pe 


*< — 
(ouls, that the day of Grace, and time of | 
preparation for Heaven is over. 

7. By corrupting and poyſoning mens: 
Jydgmepts with heretical and damnable: © 


Opinions and Principles, There's many a 
mans head hath brought him to hell. To 
tnftancey,; + 

That Scripture is not of Divine Au+q. 
F oKs That the World was from Eters 
nity z That Religion is; a © meer Fiction zÞ* 
That Regeneration , Faith, Repentance, 
Communion with Chriſt is but moral ver-}: 
tue 4 That Men may be ſaved of anyReli-{; 
gion », That Hell is a Bug-bear, and Heaventſ® 
a Fools Paradiſe. But let God and- his 
Woxd be-true, and every Blaſphemer 


Liar.' 
8, By calming and quicting Mens = 


ſciences with an out-{ide and carnal Reli 
on, and good puypolcs. a 
9. By propoting falſe Grounds and Evie: 


{ faith in him. will bring men to Heaven. 
Theſe axe the Fig- leaves Men ſow: together, 7 
who. walk in the ſparks and light of neigh 
awn, tre, 1/2.50, 
I'0. £ 
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to. By ſuggctting the numberlefs nurty- 
ber of non-Profeſſors, and theſe rgany of 
them honourable, rich, learned, wiſe men, 
and that it will be of dangerous confſe- 
quence openly to own & practiſe Religion, 
and therefore they cannot prepare for Chriſt, 
and purchaſe Heaven at ſo dear a rate. Sin- 
ner, tet me teſt thee, whatever Satan thy 
make thee believe,thou haſt no canſe to take 
a Minute reſt, while unready. 


p——— —————— 
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Mo. 3. There are multitudes of care- 
leſs ſouls (as you have heard) aflecp and 
fecure , who will be ſadly difappointed ! 
trembple , leſt it ſhould be your- cafe, 

4 Woe to them that are at eaſe in Zion. 
Carnal ſecurity, rifing from felt-ignorance, 

© ſclf-righteouſnels, and hope of future re- 
Wpentance, is a ſecret Enemy, like an Im- 
+ poſthume, never manifeſting it ſelf ; but 
Fwhen immediately killing. In the great 
© Houſe of God the- Church, are not only 
” Veſſels of Gold, but of Wood, Earth and 
© Stone, ſome to honour , and ſome to diſhe- 
noxur, 2 Tim. 2. 20. There are who 
Shave not, the title ox name' of Virgins, 
much lels the nature. Some have not« fo 
much 


LESS. 


= 


OY 
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much love to Chriſt and his Gofpet as tv: 
profeſs 'it; They loath to 'be"in' | 
with the ſincere Saints ,of Chriſt,” pather 4+ > 
will they take any pains for theit immortal = 
ſorts,” bur wholly *negle&t the performing - I 
of thoſe duties, and gaining thofe Graces 
neceſſary for preparation. *"The Children 
of Mhe ' great King, and Fayourites of 
Heaven do make ready : let" this be as a 
goad in your fide to provoke and quicken 
you. The Veſſels of the Temple for- fa 3 
cred uſe, were pure poliſhed Veſlels :*} 
Chriſtians, you are deſigned to ſtand in }#Þ 
Gods Preſence, bz ris Face, and Todge ' * 
in his boſom'to _ therefore you 
muſt not love and follow whom " you 7 
pleaſe. The” ' Kings Danghter is glorious © 
within , and ber Clothing is of wronght 
Gold , fhe fhall be brought to the King im * 
Rayment of Needle-work,, and the Virgins 
ber Companions follow ber, Plal: 45. 13, 14. * 
Sons and Daughters muſt be i 
wheh dogs and {wine are (hue out. * Hager 
and Iſmael are turned out , Sarah and 
Joe ftay in the Faniily. Now, ſenſual, 
ecure* firyer , whoſe example wilt thou 
follow *'the Devils herd, or thoſe inftari- _ 
ccs and patterns of Piety that 'make ready, * 


. _ 


(1245) 
2x Core 1h an gp > 19. Great, Alexans 
der (being Dit he would exer- 
tiſe. bn id 'm at: Olragun Games? An- 
{w Hcy rus with Kings, 
Ths. Lat Fs Ae moſt high .arc honours 
able perſons, and prepare and run .with 
them for this Crown and Kingdom. Hey 
4. the r Angra the Crown, ſaid 

<h the Martyr, Ran and get the. Pris 
faid Mr, Bradford to his Fe&llow- F: 
ferers. 


. 


_ —— — — 


Mb..4, Think ypou the Ga7! fur 
gare, and unſpeakable advantage of Pre- 
paration for Heaven ; Get an aſſurance of 
going in with Chriſt to eternal fellows 

$5 and you need not fear. No Man 
” ! or- Woman ,can pollibly- get above the 

dread, of Death uT | Hcll, without a_well- 
) grounded hope of Heaven, The thoughts 
of a lick-bcd,, and death, the laſt enemy, 
will be a ſtab to the ſoul unrcady. What 
tremblings and fhiverings of heart, and 

perturbation- of ſpirit, doth the i 

of the Chambers .of Death cauſe ,.till 

man can ſay, *Tis beter. for lym .to- Ji 
then to live. When a man can reflect 


on 
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upon. the Grace , and . Inzage;;of God. in, 
him, and.ſces his title ;to Heaven clear, At 
will prevent Armies of fear, and: Legion 

of doubts. Now- "tis ug, more . for me. is 
die then to cloſe mine,eyes, ſaid 2_ godly Mi- 
niſter, When. a man Farxics * his vis 


dence? for Heayep in, his, heaxt 


d and. ; 
he vill . be; chearful, .z Nt bp 
fl ttapce, of the World, A holy 


or Woman, . whoſe Fare :was often-þ 
_ and water , {aid , She - woxld nat 
change ber condition for ihe: gredteft FL 64 ly 
in the Land, Mr... Forday of Exeter, (to 
excite his Neighbours pi make ſure fi : 
Heaven) ,was wont to ſay , —e Yi 
and Kennel-water was good Fare, with ag 
Aſſurance of - Heaven. When a Chriſti 
an conſiders what he hath is by Cove- 
pant with Chriſt, and be it more or leſs, 
tis: for his good and beſt for him : How 
refxelhing and comfortable is a little? 7 
mzght have bin wealthy and wicked, ang 


cat the fat, drink the ſweet, and enjoy 


many outward comforts, and no Ch 

I might have had a Farm, a Mannor, rich 
Apparel, dclicate Fare , many Sexvants 
and Attendants, but Sins, Snares , and 
the Curſc of God on all, and at laſt have 


gone: - 


: 
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gone to Hell; _ Moreover, the Aﬀfarance 
of going jn with Chriſt will deaden the 
Reart to the World, and make a' man wit 
ling to leave all for Chriſt 3 yea, it will re- 
concile a 'godly man- to the ſharpeſt Pro- 
widences, and ſevereft ftroke of Gods 
Rand, It will' make a Chriſtian fuffer 
willingly , and bear the Croſs patiently 
and comfortably... When - that great 
Suffeter look'd up to his exceeding eternal 
weight, of Glory, his aMictions ſeemed 
light. The hope of Heaven will lighten 
and ſiveetqn any 'Aﬀflition, Heb. 10. 34: 
Latimer xgjoyced when his Biſhoprick 
was. taken from him , Dr. Taylor leapt 
for joy. when goving to be burned, Tf you 
leſſen or , abate any thing of my ſufferings, 
(laid the Martyr) it will be to my loſs. At 
Stratford-Borve were burned in Queen 
AMaries days , at one ſtake, a lame man 
and 2 blind man, The lame man, after 
he was chained, caft away his Crutch, 
bade the blind man, Be of good comfort, for 
death would heal them bath ; fo they pati- 
ently ſuffercd with a calm and ſedate mind. 
Again, Preparation for Heaven will make a 
. Mango ſinging in the way of the Lord, and 
cauſe - our datics to low from us like water 
trom 
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from a Fountain ; and free-will along 
are always beſt and moſt grateful to God, 
In fine, due Preparation for going, in with 
Cluiſt, will be an effectual means to pre- 
vent that ative adverſary the Devil, who 
improves all opportunities and advanta- 


cs againſt Gods poor, people, eſpecially 
lid 


is weakneſſes, when they are brought 
lowin body and mind too. *Tis ſaid of \ 
aj the natural Serpent , Nox niſi moriens in | 
ed hag produit» Ne, P never K his full | 
length till dying. When a godly man is / 

a dyin , the of Serpent lhews himſelf, lets | 
4 | out his ſting, but an Affurance of Gods | 
favour will quench his hery darts. | 


> Mo.5. Chriſts long abſence; Gods un- 
wearied patience, and all the calls, threat- 


x pings, warnings and alarms of the Word 
4. | are, that men ſhould make ready for him, 
. | and cſcape the wrath that is to come. 


» | Why are means and Miniſters continued, 
. | and the offers of Grace by the' Goſpel 
renewed , but to bring Souls over unto 
- Chriſt, and fate to Heaven ? He fent forth 
1 other Servants ,'Matth, 22, The fiſt int 
» | the Morning, othersatthe ſixth; ninth and "7 
1 


cleventh 
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© eleventh hour. Why is the Cry at mid, 

p! gt, Di 6 raife and youre ty Nleepit 

| gins "to" tnake' Reddy ?. * There ate 
four Crizs God & uſe on, to art 
and awa! eg mer tg mind their ſouls bi Y 


t- The fiſt 'is, the cry or, vaice of the 
Spirit; which is a' more ſecret ind ſtil voick 
to excite.-us unto, our duty: The Fly 
Oholt faith, . To day, The Spirit ſaith, Come, 
Rev. wlt. ot f 

2, There is the cry, of *the' Word. ; This 
» 45 the Voice of the Trumpe, I.58.1. Fo | 
the Bapiift was a Grycr. ' » and cry in the 
Ears of Jexvfilon.s {6d ; the Land» Joh 
2+ 2, | 
-3« There's the cry of the Red. The Lords 
Vaice cried unto the City Sarparia, Hoſ. 

- 4+ There is alſo the cry of Conſcience, 
All which ſerye tq prampt us to Qur duty 
and. prepare us for Eternity. ,.Chriſt had 
kindled the fire upon the, Earth, and burnt 
it, and.ſct up his Tribunal,and ſonnded the 
Trumpet of Judgment long before,but that 
be is willing to ſave undone ſinners, 2 Pet, 
3-9. His teugeſuffering to wereard, is not 
willing that” any. (bowld periſh, but that all 


ſhonwld come to. Fauces,.., , 
IF en Mora 
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' Mos ſons panitentis termpus off, . 
11) 

The delay of the Bridegroom, is-.the 


ifi-& time of repentance. There's not a 

day, nor a Sacrament-day, nor a Sermons 
hell day, after the Judgment-day. Now God 
vice warns by his Judgments, waits to be gract+ 
bly ousy calls by his Miniſters, ſtrives by his 


i Spirit : and you may be welcome Yofng 


"" N And upon your Repentance, and ct 

his with Chrift, you ſhall be juſtified, pardoned, 
vba accepted, and taken into the marriage, and 
the} Crowned : But ſtay a litle longer, and the 
x, Door is (hut,and then all yoar prayers,cricy, 
tears; will be fuitleſs- O ſinner, ariſe 
4 | make haſte and return unto the Lard betors 

it be too late, 


-C, 4 Fe kids 
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0. 6. Ms. Chis coming will ba geriniy 
nt | and you know not how ſoon, his Word is 
16 | fure, The ungodly Carmal World 
at | will be ſwallowed up, and drowned in 
t, | ſenſuality before that day, as it was in 
on | the days of Noah , and many Profeſſors 
1 | will .be carcleſs and ſecuxe : The Lard' i 
, | at ſlack concerning bis Promiſe, The 
pro- 
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_—_ to Adam of the Sced of t 
Woman, -was many hundred years before 
Chriſts Incarnation, who in the fulneſs 
of tins came. *Tis now more then fix- 
feen hundred years fince his going in Tri- 
umph', from Earth to Heaven: And 
though he ſecmeth long or late before 
he. comes, he will certainly come at 
wy Ny. 

Q.But to whom doth the coming of the Lord 
ſeem long ? 

Anſwe. 1. Chriſts coming ſeems long 
to Atheiſtical mockers, who fay, Where 1 
the Promife of his coming ? 2 Peter 3, 


«4 
P 2. To his ſuffering Members. Their 
cry to VindiQtive Juſtice is, Lord, bow 
long ? Plal. 94 3. Kevel. 6. 10. If theſe 
dayes of fin and miſery ſhould not be 

ortned, no Fleſh could be ſaved. 
** 3» Chriſts'coming is long to paſſionate 
Lovers, who prize his Preſence, and 
long to ſee his Perſon : Haſte, my Beloved, 
faid the longing Spouſe. But count 
upon it, he will not fail in coming, *Tis 
the great Article of our Creed , That 
Chriſt ſhall come #0 judge the quick = 

,5Y 
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the deed. Moreover, he told his: tender- 
hearted , and dearly beloved Diſciples , 
(who were fad at the tiding of tis going 
from them) he would come. and ſee 
them again. And he hath, according to 
his Promiſe , ever fince ſent another to 
ſupply his room , to teach, refreſh and | 
comfort them until he comes , and to 
keep the recent memory of him in theix 
minds. He hath alſo once and again 
preſented himſelf to the view of his ſuf- 
fering Saints, as ready to come and avenge 


'D their cauſe for them, Als 7. 55. Rev. Is 
2þ 23 18, And he hath often met them jg 


his Ordinances, and holy Appointments, 
as an Anſwer of their holy Prayers 3 He } -. 
is come, faith the Martyr 3 -Many a token 
of his love, comfortable converſe, and ſweet |. 
meeting with Chriſt his Church hath had | 
already , all which afſures and tells us, | 
that he will be with us in a little time, He 
that ſhall come, will come, and vill not tarry, | 
Heb. 10. 9 

2. Queſt But how will be come ? and 
why will be come ? 


Anſw. Firſt , He will come Pexſq- 
nally, | : 1 
i + +, Secondly, © 


_- $3: . / F ( | 
"Secondly, He will "come With" Plripi 
irdly, He will come with Power and 
Infin e Majeſty, , * 
'* Fourthly,He will comet ſaddenly and uns 
expectedly. 

1. Chriſtians , your dear Lord Jeſus 
Chtiſt will come perſonally, He wilf Hot 
only employ arid fend forth his plotfous 
Atrendants , their miniftring Spirits the 
Angels, but come himfelf: He longed 
to come to his Croſs to redeem ns from 
Hell, he'muſt needs love to appear With 
His Crown to fetch us to Heaven, I wil 
come wito you, &c, It wilt be aid unto 
you , to the tonifort, and raviſhment of 
your ſouls, Behold, the Bridegvom cometh, 
py forth to meet bim. The ſame that 
uffeted and aſcended for you, ſhall ap- 

r the, ſecond time without fin unto 

lvation,.. Fobn 14. 3. Ar 1. 11. Heb. 9. 
2$, Chtiſts Perſon! laid up in' Heaven'i 

, our hope, Cal. 1. 4. Take the Perſon 
the Mediatour out of 'the holy” Scripture, 
and *tis a Cabinet., without a Jewel. 
Take the Sth out of 'the Firmanient, and 
| it'sa dark Curtain. Chriſt is all, an'ih 
Al :"*4h4 what is Heaven if Chriſt were 
not 


- 


Snot there ? he 
ourt. . 
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King © makes © 
 POMENEET PTE” ia hs whendla A _ 
condly, Chrilh will came with. "wot 
Wc and ink Puiplty. fn to 
the view .of the” whole Warld” at once. 
There were ' but? ew that 'Caw im inthe 


den, in his Agony and. bloudy Sweat'z 
Or on the Croſs between two Thieves, 
with his- hands nailed, and his ide picr- 
ced +, but when he. comes again , every 
Eye ſhall ſee him. , Men ſhall] not fay (as 
,oa ) Lo, bee is. Ghrift, or Lo, there is 
Chriſt, for 4s the Lightning that cometh 

Eb 's We ho 


out of the Eaſt, and ſhineth "to 
ſhall the coming of the Son of Man be, Mat. 
24.27. Note, Chriſt is called the Sor-of 
Man, for he hath his humane Nature ftill ; 
I am be that was dead,. and am now alive, 
and I live for evermore , And « 


him at- his Crucihxion and- Aſcenſion 
when he ſhall be on the Throne all 

behold 'him, Rev. 1.7. | Bebold, be comet 
with Clonds, and every eye ſhall ſce him, and 
they alſo which pierced him: And all Kin- 
reds 


AS. 


Manger, not many fiw hit inthe Gar- ! 
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few. in, compariſon were 'Spedtators of Þ 


reds of the Earth ſhall wail beeguſ; of him: 


even ſo. Amen, Chriſts a 
be a (ad (1 fiday once ray 
1--To thoſe-who- do not believe in hi 
Perſon, 
2. To his bdld and' audacious Allyer 
faries, that yiolate his Commands , and 
oppoſe his Regal Authaity , Bring forth 
theſe - mine Enemies , :and ſlay them before 
me. 


yo) 
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Thirdly, Chriſt will come with Power 
and infinite Majeſty, for he hath aſl Power 
both in Heaven andin Earth, Mat. 28.18, 
«0 24. 30. John 17. 2. His firſt cothing 
a nce was mean, as a man, in 
the form of a ſervant, as a Root out of a 
dry ground , and his Countenance more 
marred then any mans, Iſa. 52. 14. Iſa: 
$3. 2, 3» Therefore they deſpiſed and re- 
Jefled him, fpit on him, reproached bim, ar- 
raigned condemned him , croxpned him with 
thirnes , and crucified him. Tn' the flate 
of humiliation he was attended with poot 
deſpicable Fiſhermen, and a company of 
weak contemptible women , not mary 
wile' or noble, or of the Rulers bclieved 


in 


YA 139) | 
| DE But when he (hall appear the "© 
time, *twill be with Power and 
Glory , alan 
mighty Monarch 3 ce cead that 4- 
and Bernice with great Pomp 
came to the place of Jud hn Adis 25, 
23. So will this great udge, the Man 
Chrift Jeſus come , when attended with 
innumerable Company of Angels, and 
ten thouſand of his Saints, Matth, 25. 31, 
When the Son of Man ſhall come in his 
Glory, and all the holy Angels with him, 
then ſhall be fit mpon the Throne of hi 
Glory : Jude 14. And Enoch alſo, the 
Seventh from Adam, prophefied of theſe, ſay 
ing, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thaw 
ſand of (bis Saints, 1 The. 4. 16, 17% 
For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend - from 
heaven with a ſhout , with the Voice of ' 
the Arch-Angel, and with the Ti «- 
of God : and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe 
firſt. Then we which are alive, and 're | 
main, ſhall be caught wp together with them 
in the Clonds , to meet the Lord in 
Air , and ſo ſhall we ever be with the © 
Lord 


4. He will come ſuddenly, as a Thief m b? 
the night. When men are ſecure, there ® 
G 4 


will 


I PR. * v4 OY age 
- will be a cry at Midnight, - When eh: "Sau 
*. of Man cometh, ſhall be find Faith in the 
Earth ? few or none will believe his com» 
ing is ſo near. , Of that day knoweth no man, 
but my Father only, ſaith Chriſt, Mat. 24. 
36. Be ye therefore ready, for in ſuch an hour, 
as you think, not , the Son' of Man cometh, 
Mat. 24. 44. And if thou art a Carnal 
Worldling, orsformal ſleepy pretender to 
Chriſt, thou wilt be undone, undone Ever« 

>» Jaſtingly. 

Q. will Chriſt come ? 

Anſw. 1. By his Fathers appointment 
and deſignation, he is ordained } udge of 
the Wotld. Chriſtian , thy Lord Jeſus 
is the Lord Judge. The Father hath 
committed all Judgment to the Son, John 5. 

22. Ads 17. 31. Becauſe be hath appointed 
| .& day in which be will judge the World in 
pF” ghteouſneſy, by that Man whom be bath 
ordained , whereof be hath given aſſurance 
awnto all men, in that be hath rais'd him from 

® © the dead. God hath highly cxalted him, wie. 
above the Grave by his RefſurreQion, above 

” the Earth by his Aſcenſion, above the Hea- 
 vens by his Seſſion at the Fathers Right 


LE” Hand, He (hall be ſent of Gen 020g 
+ Judgment hath not been fully E in 
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called The Revelation of the Kighteous Js 
ment of God, Rom. 2. 5. 


2, Chriſts Truth, Faichfulncls, AﬀeRion 
obliges him to come, he cannot falſihe his 
Word, I will come. (aith Chriſt, ing of 
Gods Word ever failed, 7o1.23.4,14.Chri 
hath an infinite affection to his little Flock 
in the World : Love and Pity broughe him 
from Heaven to Earth at firſt,and love will 
conſtrain him to return 3 his going henge; 
or change of place hath made no change -/# 
in Chritts heart. When Lazarus was fick 
and dead, Chriſt maſt come, and raife him 
to life, becauſe he loved hitn. ' $0 alſo al - 
that are dead in the Lord, he will came :: 
and raiſe, Believers are Chriſts Bres 
thren, his Siſter, kis Spouſe,” he will come 
for his own Bride. . The Bridegrooms 
departure -was not upon a difference, or 
divorce, tie did not leave hls Bride with g 
a purpole to, return no more., © When 
went to heaven he left his heart here, 
will come to preſent to himſelf a gl 


Church, Joſeph was ſent 'before 1 
Joſep 2 Proc. 
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Eoyp to provide for his'F Fatnil 


they came to him : Jeſus hath mas 
all ready , the Sano veache is. pte 
=__ therefore the Marriage mult be cc 


mate, and the 'Lambs Wife put ints 
actual poſſeſſion of the everlaſting King- 
dom. And it is the true CharaQter © 
Saints to love, and deſire Chriits coming, 
2 Tim. 4. 8. Henceforth there is laid wp for 
we a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the righteous Judge ſhall give me at that day: 
and not to me only, but unto them alſo that 
love bis appearing. O how often ſhould 
» Chriſtians look to that Princely Palace from 
whence Chriſt muſt come : and ſpeak-in 


La Page of a ſingular Saint, O faireſt 

} heap. ty 3 ons AL Men, why ftayeſt thou ſo 

7» yang ? Heaven move faſt, time 

(| run away, haſten the Marriage-day 3 For 


jJove i is tormented with delay, 


__— 
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_-3- Again the Saints full Redemption , 
compleat and perfect Salvation wil! not 
be till chat day. When your deareſt and 
affectionate Lord ſhall appear , your joy 
ſhall be full. Here with Pax they com- 
plain of their body of death, and oh, 


(143) "v3 
nl and groan under their hburthen and bond- 
not Then their cry will be Kedempyeon, 

vale. , 


—— — 


| Lafls.Chii will come for the Convidti- 
on.and cternal-confutation of the Devil and 
his Inſtruments,who mock at (crious Piety, 
and the Doftrine of Chriſts coming, When 
Chriſt (baſl appear, their Mouths. will be 
ſtopt, and ſhame; and contempt will fall up- 
on them for ever, Here the Tares avd the 
Wheat, the Sheep and the Goats,the fooliſh: | 


= Vixgins and the wiſc are together. 
un As the Raven and the Bare. OY” 
ff and the Lamb were in. the Ark: 
oY they ſhall be ſeparated. The Harveſt is 
Y the End of the World. The conclulion 
I and end of cach Generation of men, is 


as a particular Harveit, This will, be @ 
huge, - general and ultimate Harveſt; the 4 
Harveſt brings 9ll the fruits in the Ficlds * 
of. this Warld to ripeneſs and. maturity 4" 
bad men wilt be ripe for rume, Saints 
Glory. - Then the Reapers, and Od, 
gatherets will come forth, and every. Pro=/ 

rietdr takes to his own. Belzebub.and his © 
bell txainy will appear ; that have hain 


G3 cloſe. -: 
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doſe and covert, and the blefſed. Ang 
. will come forth alſo: the" Reapers are the 
Angels : The Devil will come; glean, and 
7 in this Ficld, and take . to. his own. 

nd God will take to his own. The Huſ: 
bandmen have their home-Harveſt. Sat 
hath his home, his houſe, his priſon, ane 
all, that have the Devils mark muſt be 
haled to his home : arid Gods Jewels and 
choice Grain muſt be gathered and carriet 
to their Fathers Houſe and Garnes of Glo 
Ty- God and the Devil will divide the 
- Whole World. O how will the Devi 

, roar, cry and exult, when they ſhall hav 
fo great a crop, viz. ſo many Millions © 
Men and Women, they will cry Home, 
Home theſe are mine, and muſt abide with 
me in my priſon ; then the Devil and his 
retinue thall be ſent down, dawn, down to 
H-I! together. 
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> Mitire 7. Conſider what multitudes of 
Men and Women are going down the 
\ twift torrent” of time, which empticrh it 
Tclf into the lake and gulf of Eternity, Se- 
ure ſoul, open thine eyes wide, and look 
abroad to ſee how: thick Geds deadly 
> Arrows 


"(195) "> 
Arrows flie and do Execution every days.” 
What various and mortal Diſeaſes 
there in the World, - Many are fizk-, $$ 
weak , dying, and going to their long 
home. .We are poſting daily to the > 
ſhore of Death and bars of the Pit, and ..Þ 
molt have their faces toward the bot- 
tomleſs Pit, and place of cndleſs Woe. 
Wretched and ſleepy foul, didit thou 
ſtand- but one night or day at Hcll-gate, + 
and ſee what droves of ungodly men the 
Devils bring in, it would make thine 
heart and fleſh: to tremble. And didit 
thou hear what doleful- cries and skreeks 4 
they make as they go down, and whats; 
cutting Acclamations and Triumphs the © 
damned Spirits make, when the Maſtes. 
Beaſts, the mighty Monarchs and Govers 
nours of the World come in, it would 
be worſe then a Fire in thy Bones, or az 
Sword- in thy Bowels. Read and dread? 
what the Prophet Iſaiah faith of &t 
King of Babel, Ia. 14. 9, 10. Hell fe 
beneath is moved for thee at thy coming; ®# 
flirreth up the dead for thee. ka 
be God ſome few holy reſolved ſouls for 
Chriſt and Heaven have cſcaped | 
dreadful. danger, and made ready for 

G . C17 
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* the Marriage. Sinner, haſt thon had the 
* fame means and opportunities, and done 
2% nothing? Know,thou haſt but a day for it; 
ſtay till the day be ended, and thou art laſt 
for ever. The ſervant went out to invite to 
& * the Marriage, told the Gueſts Al things 
were ready. 1 have finiſhed the Work, ({aid 
Chriſt to his Father) thow gaveſt me 10 do, 
All things on Gods Part,on Chriſts Part are 
rady ; | ack is ready for thee, it Chriſt 
be formed in thee. Chriſt is waiting for 
thee, longing for thee, praying for thee, O 
+ then prepare ſpeedily. Thou halt ſeen the 
marks and Meſſengers of Death in others 
faces, expe&thy turn, who may be next in 
© the Town, City, Pariſh, or Family carciea 
©.co the Grave. © 


*'-»Mo. 8. And laſt of all, with fear and 
E aftoniſhment think upon the diſmal and 
dreadtul caſe and_ cud of one that lives 
and dics, and goes to Eternity unready, 
inner, conſider with what anguiſh, hor- 
Four, and ccnſternation of ſpirit men g6 
hence; it awakened and ſ(enfible of their 
doleful, damnable condition. For a mat 
dying, and at the door of Eternity to 
look backward, and take a view ot his 


"IM curſcd, 
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curſed. , hallih" courſe and pratice,_ and © 7 
to tura his eyes inward upon- his Sou 
that is; a polluted Veſſel, without the Ot: 
of Grace 3 and to ſee nothing but fin, 
gaile , and' all the beaſtly and impure «7 
abomination of heart and life , with: his 
ſecret Cloſet-Villanies. And to look up» 
ward to. that Chriſt, Heaven and Glory, 
which he hath forfeited by his wilful Im- 
penitency , and refuſal of Mercy: © And: 
to look downward to the Grave Wheze 
his body mult rot; and to thoſe Devils and- 
Reprobates in HeM who muſt be bis com» - 
pany and Tormentors : This is : tremen 
dous , unleſs thou art like- Fudes , who + 7 
heard Chriſt fay,, Woe be to that man by - 
whons the Son of man ſhall be- betrayed, #* 
had bin bette? be bad never bin. bouts 2 
who can ſe ſuch a fight, and-vot plue. 
off- his hair, and tear has very bowels with +7 
rage and indignation , and wiſh he had* © 
never had abang, arid a foulof fuch: inv* 
eftunable worth, that. muſt dic- and 'bura.,. 2 
for ever. - Was not this the condition of 
Frencis Spira, wd of another who faidy'” 
She (hall gd down to Hell alive > And: 807 
may be the caſe of: fomie other convinced Yu 
deſperate foul, whom the Lord leaves for 

G5 terrouy 
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wterrour to the ſecuſe World, who be a 
men hangd up in Irons/in the way to 
Hell ; or as men riſen from the dead, torell 
others of the vanity and danger of their 
finful courſes. Fora man'to look on time 
paſt, and (ce that gone for ever, and look 
on time preſent- as juſt come to its period, 
and hs account not ready, his Lamp-gone 
out, his ſhort heaven on earth concluded,his 
conſcience biting, and tearing like a Lion, 
and ſummoning him to the Bar of Jultice, 
his Body dying, his Paſſing-Bell tollin 
Curtains drawn , ' Phylicians- and Friends 
taking tcheir-leaves of him, Sermons;Coun- 
ſels, Miniſtry and all means of doing good 
to ſoul or body ended : 'the Vault, Tomb 
or Grave ready to be opened- to receive the 
filthy Karkaſs. The damned Devils wait- 
ing, gaping to reccive and - carry the ſoul 
* - downto the dark Dungeon, and hery Lake. 
7 And' never to have any other company or 
comforts but wicked: Devils, and they in- 
ſulting over thee everlaſtingly-with helliſh 
ſpite, and. ſtinging- exprobation, for neg- 
Qing (o great ſalvation all thy long lite, 
and loſing heaven for ſome baſe luſt, pride 
and vanity ; Q- the, horror !- 


Look, 
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Look alſo to Doomſ-day; and there they 


a 

to Y fee and hear the Earth burning, the Ele-" 7 
41 8 ments melting, Stars falling, the Trumpet 
it & ſounding, Dead riſing, Kings and Ca 5 
ne & bond and free, crying out, O Rocks fall on * 
k & us, O Fire burn us, 6 Water drown us, O-* 
4 wild Beaſts devour us, O Gravescover and 


hide us from the Wrath of Him , whole 3 
Blood -and Bowels we have lighted. Wal 4 
not this awaken ? 

Sinner , is it ſo? O then come, now 
Chriſt calls, and do not caſt away mercyg,. ? 
and make thy ſelf miſerable.  Refuls 
Chriſt and his Grace, and- whilſt thom.: 
liveſt thou art a curſed Creature, and when +3 
thou dieſt - thou ſhalt be a damned Creas” 
ure, 

What: fayſt thou to this; thou cies, 
long and Chriſt-rexCting - Wretch ?*Ys 
there another World, or is therenot ? halt 
thou a ſoul, or no ſoul ?- Is - there a bleſs 
ſed -life of Communion -and Fellowthigy+ - 
with Chriſt or no? Is it worth the ſeeks 
ing after and: praying for; or. no ? 
thou reſolvedly ſet about the: Work of ; 
preparing, and not - give oves till thou art 
ready for Chriſt, or wilt -thou fit:tlill a 
do nothing ?- and leave thine eternal cans 
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lition at uncertamtics ? Is it a trifle to 
"thee; or a thing indifferent whether thou 
haſt a Chriſt, or no Chriſt * a Heaven or 
no Heaven ? Whether thou haſt an cternal 
* felicity above, or cternal flames below ? 
- How will thy ſpixit fail, and thy heart re 
coil at- the fight and appearance. of Eter- 
pity ? 

But if this be a ſcarcrow, or ſome in- 
vented fable, or dream of a Melancholy 
fancy. Come finner, Let w go down to 
Tophet, that is, in the Valley # the ſon of 
I Hinnom. and look into the Chambers of 
darkneſs, and lay thine Ear tothe door of 
thine infernal priſcn 3 and hear what they 
- fay, whoſe dolorous crics and cutting come 
laints are enough to rend the hardeſt rocks. 
wich one voice they roar out and {ay,W hat 
we ſee and ſuffer is the wotul and bitter 
* fruit and effect of the ſweet pleaſures of fin 
» when we were in the World. This is the 
+ fire in our boſom, and hot coals that burn 
us. If the ſpirits in priſon, and damned in- 
* Hell ſhall tell thee, hear what they fay in 
| their ſeveral complaints, how they cry out 
of the principat and inſtrumental cauſes of 

their damnation. 


1. My 


0 wr 5 © 


I. neg] 
Grace, Mg 
offered in 


44 


2. My worldlineſs, covetouſne(s, carthe- * 
ly-mindedneſs; I was mad upon the 
World , this is my woe and utter. un= 


d 


Zeih. 5. 4+ 


4. My frowardneſs, paſſion, ambition, © * 
pride and haughtineſs ſent me to hell. 

5. My unfruitfulneſs, barrenneſs,unproy 
fitableneſs under the mcans of Grace, was 
my deſtruction. | 

6. My indulging the fleſh in drunkenneſs, 
gluttoney, wantonnels, uncleanneſs, ruin'd:” 3 
me. This was the dart that went through 


my Liver. 


7. My uncharitableneſs, hatred, back» 1] 
biting, malice, envy, revenge, brought me 


to Hell 


eh 
ting and: rexeing 
tting off repene... 
tance, hath undone my foul, Chriſt called 
and knocked at the door of my heart 
often, but I would not open to him 3 naw... 
he hath (but the gate of Mercy on me. for -* 


Ong. 
3. My curſing, (wearing, lying, blaſphe- 
my, perjury, falte witneſs damn'd my foul, 
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 B. Murder, Theft,falſe Weights and Me 

ſures, cozening Widows, Orphans, cating 

the bread of wickedneſs, and drinking the 

Wine of violence was my damnation, Mar- 

" derisa fin that always bleeds afreſh in the 
Eyes of God. 

9, My ſtubbornneſs, wilfulnefs, diobedi- 
ence to my Parents, not hearkning to their 
Counlels, Admonitions, Reproots, cauſed 
me to periſh. 

10. My Unrightegfhneſs, Injuſtice, Bri- 
bery,Uſury,Oppreſſion,Extortion deſtroyed 
my Soul, 

11, My enticing infeFiqus Companions 
in fin, and ſecret night-wickedneſs, was my 
ruite, —— 

12. The. ill example of my Tutor, 
School-Mafter, Miniſter, Landlord, whom I 
feared and followed for ſome baſe ends,was 
my undoing. 

13. Spending my precious time\jn vain, 
childiſh Sports, as Hawking, Hunting,Card-» 
ing, Dicing, Play-houſes, when 1 thould 
have been Reading,Praying, was fatal tomy 
£oul. | 
14. My irreligions, footiſh; fond, wicked 


© Parents, who dclighted in trimmingand 


&*adorning my Body, and took no care 


(153 )- b-. 
ef my foul, but tet me have my will; and * 
did not reſtrain me, inſtruct and'Catechiſe 
me, were my deſtroyers. 
Ur- 15. My marrying and living in ſuch a 
the Family, where was no Religion,. my being 
| of ſuch a Calling, where were ſo many 
Ii-Y ſnares and temptations, and my Friends 
IS fending me for the gain of the World be. 
d yond the Seas, where I had not the means 
; of Salvation, but wickedneſs and debauche- 
-S ry winked at, - laid the foundation'@ my: 
dF gamnation. 
16, My Knowledge,Learning, Parts, (my 
S Y Head being better then my heart) lifted me 
'Y vp, made me forget God, was the Trap 
and- Gin by which the Devil caught my} 
» F Soul, | 
17. My idlenefs, floth Sabbath-breaking, # 
| and negleRing the moſt weighty Duties,was Þ 
my ruine. - It I had been as ferious and di- * 
ligent in Duties, as often under the Ord» * 
nances, and or my Knees, as my Wife or. 
Husband my Child'or Servant,I might haye #$ 
bin ſaved. P,. 
18. My Greatneſs and Proſperity in- tlig 
World; as Honor, Offices, Riches, were my % 
ruine 4 if I had bin poor, I ſhould haves 
minded Heaven, E 


IS, 


Pe - 
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19; My- erroneous head and, fdeluded 
heat, my Herefie and diſtractive Opin» 
ons, caſt me down to Hell. We have a 
uſeful Book , called The Book of -Mar- 

53 and if a Collection were made of 
the horrid and prodigious Opinions now 
in Eng/and, it- may be called 4 Bock f 
Monſters. Polycarpus called Marcion The 
””  Heretich, , the Firſt-born of the Devil, 


Noni te efſe Primogenitum Satane. 


20. My cowardile, carnal compliance, 
back-ſliding,bemg = to ſave my ſtake, 


= hath debauched my Conlcience and undone 
# me. 
21. My. truſting to Lamps , - common 
ce, ſecurity, prelumption, ſelt-righteouf- 
LIY ſecret Hypocrifie, brought me to this 
place of burning, 

O what fools and how mad were we, 
who were often told. of theſe things, and 
this curſed place, and would take no warn- 
ing ! O,what a doleful Priſon is this ! Here 
p we be alwaycs dying, and never dead. 
Here are the Chains of darkneſs and 'no 

Light. 


ag ow 2 


| C155) """Y 
Light. Here is the Biting: Worm of Con- 
ſcience. Here are ſcorching and devour 
ing Flames. Here be all the daraned Dey 
vils, and is it for ever, for ever ? Is thexe 
no hope of mercy, and deliverance ? Are 
all theſe yellings, piercivg cries, groang, 
tears, to no purpoſe? Who but we wn 
Hell that drink of the wrath of - the: / 
mighty , know the power of his . anger." 
O what a fearful and grievous thing # þ 
is, to fall mio the Hands of the wing 
God ! Heb. 10. 31. Nah. 1. 6. Who. can 
ſtand before bis Indignation ? who. can abide 
the fierceneſs of his anger # Poax | perithing 
ſoul, is it nothing to be ſeparated from 
Ga, ana 6 be & rire-brand of Hell fox 3 
ever? O what a miſery is it, that you can 
make nothing of this, nor fear it will you {ee 
it and feel it! 

What if thou ſhouldſt be deprived of 7 
all thy ſenſes and faculties: ſuppoſe thou 
ſhouldit be firuck deat , and never hear 
more; dumb, and never ſpeak morez 7 
blind, and never ſee more lame, andne+ 
ver go more; looſe thy palat, and never _. } 
tafte more? What if thou ſhouldſi be de- ® 
eng of all thy comforts, how could thou ++ 


it? 
Ie. 


- . 
: 
5 
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If thou ſhouldſt never ſee the light 
of the Sun, Moon and Stars more, and 
"never {ce Father, Mother; Wife, Children 
and thy own Land more, or never wear 
Cloathes, put on thine Ornaments, or eat 
bread more , would it not fadden thine 
heart ? 

If the Sun ſhould go down in England, 
and never ſhine more; if there ſhould never 
be a Seed-time, nor Harveſt more, what a 
Woe with a witneſs would this be, and 
pierce a heart of flint ? What crying would 
there be to God to command the Sun ta 
Appear and ſhine again ? 

But O what a miſery is it to be ſhut out 
from God, In whoſe Preſence is fulnefl of 
jy , and Pleaſures for evermore ! Sinner, 
wilt thou ſay, Soul, take thine eaſe, and 
be merry, when the Wrath and Vengeance 
of God hanigs over thy head, ready to be 
poured out upon thee 3 yea, when there 
45s nothing but a little breath between thee, 
and endlc(s, caſcleſs and remedileſs mi- 


= thou canſt bear the hearing , 

* xeading and diſcourſe of Hell . and 
Dooml-day , and be no more frighted 

|". then 


(157) _ 
then to look upon a dead Lion, or a 
painted-Fire, but what will the thing it 
{elf be? Can thine beart endure, or thine 
hands be flirong , in the day that T ſhall 
contend with thee ? ſaith the Lord, Exck. 22. 


14 

If the giving of the Law, with Thun- 
drings, Lightning and Tempeſt,made Moſes 
and all Iſrael tremble,O what will the ftric& 
execution, and inflifting the utmoſt penalty 
E the Law upon Soul and Body for ever 


v0 - If Chriſt the Babe of Berblebem was ter- || 
rible in the Manger to Herod and all Ferw- 
ues {zlem, what will his Bar and Throne of Þ 
of Juſtice be! _ 
” Is a perpetual baniſhment ouf of Ex» 25 


gland as terrible to ſume Mal-faQtors' as 
death ; and doſt thou think it (© care» \ 
le(s Soul ) no great matter to be banill'd 7 
eternally from Chriſt ? A!ſ:lom would 
rather die then to loſe the favour and pre» = 
ſence of his Father David 3 you can hear, * 
the Sentence will be Depart, and take no 
notice of it ; but when there ſhall = 
eneral conflagration of all things-, 
te Earth, ——— Sea in a Flartie. And 
the Lord Judge (ball deſcend from Hea 
$0 ven. 


bh O oO—_ _—_ 
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® ven n with a ſhout;with the voice of the Arch» 

1 and the Trumpet'of and the 
dead in Chriſt ſhall rife, :and the living, be 
caught upto meet the Lord in the Air, who 
ſhall be owned, and honoured of Chriſt in 
the face of the whole World, and (hall go 
in with Chriſt, Then a ſeparation from 
Chriſt will be ſomething : To fee all the 
Ele& of God come'from the Eaft,and” from 
the Ieft, and from the North, and from the 
Saxth. And fit down with Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Facob, in the Kingdom of Heaven, and 

loves ſhut out, Can you bear fach a 


.Q FE would believe it, and think 


£5 Py it before the day be ended,and' the gate of 


— mercy (hut. - Go home and proſtrate thy 
” ſelf before the Lord, that he will make you 
+ xeady to go in with Chriſt, and if this 
* mighty work be done upon thine heart, O 
= land, and” wonder at the infinite love of 
©. £3od, and do as Chriſt bid the man, m_—_ of 
"whom he bad caft the unclean Spirit ; 
' home to thine houſe, and tell how = 
- things the Lord hath done tor thee, Mark, 


$+ 19. 
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SEC 1 


SECT. IL 


Means and DirefTious to make ready to go in 
with Chrift to the Marriage. 


Dire. 1. Look as for thy life, that thy 
beginning in Religion be right : Then are 
thoſe beginnings hopetul, when the Spi- 
rit of God in the Miniſtry of the Word, 
or any other means of grace works upon 
us, ſo that we be ſue to lay a' good 
Foundation at firſt. An error at . the * 
Threſhold” of che Houſe , or firſt (ertin 
out in the profeilion and. praQtiſe of Rell» 3 

jon is very dangerous, like a dete& in the "7 
Foundation, that threateris the fall of the © 
whole Fabrick, like a leak in the Ship that : 
indangers the Ship and Men too ;-or like a 3 
flaw in a mans Deed, that threatens the lols - ©? 
of the whole Eſtate, There will be a bee. 
ginning and an end alike, when Grace is 
radicated, and the operation of the Spixi 
enters deep into the ſoul : Whereas a , 
miſhapen i the Womb, is cver afterwards® 
a Monſter, 'W 


2. But 


- 


- 
”- 


Queſt, But when is it right ? £ 

Foam This right = include 

_ three things, according to compare 
and try your (elves : 

1. A dear conviction of fin, with an iy 
ward converſion to God. 

2. A moſt deliberate, joyful, and cor- 
dial Reception of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
And that _ ſuch terms as the Goſpel 

unds him unto us, viz. with all 
is Commands in his Perſon. and Offi- 
CCS, 

3. An hearty, total and unxeſerved re- 

ation, and dedication of a mans ſelf to 
God : with an abhorrency of fin,and a cons 
> tant reſolution to love God, and to live 
== © him for ever, As 2.37.38. Chron.26.18, 
= Exke 19.6. Ef. 26. 13, 44. 4. Prov. 23. 26, 
& 2 Cor.4.8. What St. Paul that great Apoſtle 
Preach't, we muſt praftice, or no prepa- 
ration. to go in with Chriſt. Repentance 
is one of the principles of the, Do&rine of 
Chriſt, and called a Foundation, Heb. 6. 
Soul, "Thou muſt know the Plague of thy 
7 Heart, and be ſenſible of thine own int- 

-, quity, and look upon him whom thou 
"a pierced, and fit alone, and keep 
filene, 


Hs 


flent, and put thy mouth in'the duft; and > 

mourn like the Doves of the Valley, or no * 
| of Heaven. Moreover, this is not a 
work for one day only, but upon every pars 
ticular tailing, you muſt renew your Re> } 
pentance, and make the Sword of godly 4 
ſorrow to go deep into thy ſoul : When 
thou haſt fallen, think with thy (elf, have 
done that now which will make me guilty 
of the whole Law, and enough to cait me 
out of Gods favour for ever : Therefors 
open the Sore, make conteiſion and give 
Glory to- God 3 and run to thy Ad» 
_ to make peace and procure thy par- 

on. 

They are all pardoned Penitents, wha 

are prepared to go in with Chriſt, 


_ 
— 


Direft. 2. Would you be ready to go 
in with Chriſt, caſt off all Incumbrances ,_** 
and make haſt in your way to Heaven 3: 7 
Heaven is a glorious Crown, we mult firip 
and ftrain, run and win it: How can a* 
man run with a Burthen on his Shoulders, 

and Fetters on his Feet ? The Snail is > 
very flow in his motion , who carrieghis 
houſe on his, back ; Chegp, gre the holy ) 


LY 


t 


wy 


. 
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*- 


thy 'Soul, and prevent thy Shipwrad 


=_- 
- 
_ 


of Heaven, - who coutd ( as -he- thought ) 


SW 


off thy -hends, and" ferters off thy fe 
Caſt out the lading, lighten the Veſſel c 


The burthen of worldly cares, the lime 
twigs to our wings and affeCtions , 
(which fticks to us as Pitch and Tar 
the fides of the Ship) are the bane of man 
& foul. The glittering things of the work 
which ſparkle in our eyes, and-attra&t ou 
hkezres, are bat like rotten wood or Glow 

. Worms, which (line in the dark : Set n: 
thine h:art wpm the Aſſes, laid Samuel tc 
Saul , Regard not your jinff, laid Joſeph to 
his Brethren. 

| Chriſtians, you are going to Mount Sion, 
value not your moveables. We may carry 
the World, and the pleaſing -objetts of it, 
our Children and Relations in our hands, 
but not in our hearts. All outward com- 
forts are but like Flowers that will wither 
in our hands, or like dead water which will 
ſoon putrific. They are thornes and fnares 


to very many : 
Licitis perimus omnes : 
The World kept the young "man ont || | 


calicr 


caher ; keep 


the 
with his Riches. , "tis-laid ; - 


why {o? he had his Eſtate, but he would 
have had the World, and Chriſt too! 
Thouſands loſe Chriſt and Heaven to gain 


the Earth : How doth the (love of the 


World creep into our hearts,.,vghere there 
can be but little room for God and 


Grace ? 
Chriſtians, ftartle at groſs and ſcanda» 


lous Sins , that look with a black and- 


AſpeR, as Murther, Adultery, Dams 
_ 6X ug Theft ; but the World 
may be welcome , though the immode» 
rate love of the World is as contrary 
and inconſiſtent with Grace as the fore- 
mentioned fins. Other fins walk naked, 
this muſt have a covering, a cloak of cos 
vetouſnels. 

Love not the world, keep your hearts 


above; *tis below a Chriſtian to love the ® 
world, who hath better objects for his loves 7 


Adonijab muſt not fit on Solomon's Throne : 


"Tis not for Lions and Maſter-bealts to prey p 


on Mice, nor for Eagles to catch at 


The Sons of Princes mult not live like Beg- By 


gars and mean perſons, 


H Chriſtian, 


x 


-Chiiftian ; 46 not 408 
wor hang thy Wings , —_— 
comforts withdraw from when 
is no water in the Ciftern tha is 
itn the Fountain; i my Farkers 
Gowſe  breatd enough, (aid te Pk igal Son, 
Ceſar waS wont to ſay, 'Cogitate Cufieim 
fe, think thou art Ceſar: Horſes can 
_ upon Pearles and Mines of 
» Birds mute npon Princes Palaces, 
2nd ſhall we ſet up this Clay-Idol of 
Baſtards in our hearts, and not the In- 
heritance of Sons (as onecalls the world.) 
Hear what God fazid - to Barnch, Seckeſt 
thon great things , ſeek; them not , Jer. 
45- 5 
Chriſtian, Heaven is thy home,the World 
is but thy Inn; though a man hath better 
&_ || Diet, better Attendants, better Lodging in 
& his Inn then at Home, yet he remembers *tis 
3s for a night, and he muſt be gone, 
Eff x Chron, 29. 15, 
 - Take a view of all your profits, plea- 
+ Cures, treafures and comforts of this life, 
” #iz. husband, wife, children, pearls, rich 
-  dpparel, ver, gold, great friends, lar 
= poſſeſſions, offices, honours , 'fumptut 
Kaldings , pleaſant walks., upon ohh 


"Harids , 


oO 
- 


"SST HG AZRY GGHS T7 


GS 3 


thou haftloft & ruth-labour;timedhd tare, 


MICE 


and aponthe Arreſt iand'firoke of death ae * 
gone ever! i! | | [2399 

One of the Ancienits ftanding at Ceſare 
Tomb, he wept, and cried: out, Where bs 
now the flouriſhing of Cziar ? what is 
become of bis | Magnifrcence } where ' ave the 
Avmites , where | is '#he hmonr of Clan? 
where are now the Viltories, the Trixmphe © 
and Trophies of Ceſar ? are they all gone and 
teparted # Chriſtian, love that buta little, - 
ich thou canſt not love long 5 Riches 
Twachnor'to Etornity, 1 am going, Gaid one, 
where money # no current! Goda. 


Contemme vivens que poſt habere non potes. 


—_— 
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” Dire. 3. Be diligent; conſtentund (& 
riots inthe uſe of every known means and 'B 
pratice of every commanded duty.-If you «7 
will go in to heaven hereafter,- you maſt 7 
follow” - the Lord here, Chriſtian, with 
teſt care and conſcience praQiiſe theſe 
datics to make ready for Chriſt, . 


8 
Ln 


H 2 1. With 


T. With love ind; Jelight nad the 
Miniſtry of the Word, wait - on it, as the 
poor man at the Pool mem, 
| that thy Soul may live at- 
ing upon the Word -is commended 

by Chriſt. - The Gofpel ( faith Dr. Sibs ) 
is @ Chariot to carry Chrift up and down 
in the World; reſolve to low this 
Chariot , be often under the Influences 
of Heaven , that the Sun of Righteouſ- 
.nefs may let down his warm Beams up- 
* on you, The Spirit of God in the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word. hath converted ma- 


b 4g Soul , and prepared them for Hea- 


""Secondly, Let the holy Sabbath or Lok! 
day be always welcome to thee. How glad 
em I, (aid one, when I ſee the firſt light of the 
Lords day : Toure thy ſelf to the ſtrict Ob- 
ſervation of that high and holy day of God, 
keep it as for thy life, that at the end of 
every Lords day, thou mayſt be fit to enter 
upon an eternal Sabbath ; how ſcaſonable 
and (ſweet is it when Gods Spirit and our 
Hearts meet in the Dutics we perform. 
5 in the Spirit, ſaith Jobn, on the: Lords 


Three 
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;C1IOFF... © 4.257, 
Three Datjes in [Religion are very{[f 
hard, viz. 1. To watch the heart. 2. To 
pray without wandring and diſtrati- 
on 3 and 3, To keep the Lords Day 
well. | 
3. Be: frequent and affeGionate in 
the celebration of that moſt uſeful and- 
pro_ Ordinance the Lords Supper, : 
y which we muſt ſhew forth che Lords 
death-till he come. And if you would 
feed on , and-' feaſt iwith Chriſt in this - 
bleſſed Banquet, of which Chriſt is both 
the Maſter and the Matter , do three 
things: Firſt , always come with due -. 
ration, Secondly , with high ex- 3 
_— Thirdly, when come,make ap= *3 
plication. 
4. Be very folemn and ſerious ' in © 
thy Cloſet-Vilits, viz. be carly and late 
with God by ſecret Prayer, The" great 
Roman Captain Scipio, before he under © 
took any buſineſs, was wont firſt to Þ 
enter the Capital, pretending a conſult» .” 
ing with the Gods ; ſeveral Miniſters > 
being at a Table where the Queſtion .” 
was __ Chor" was the beſt Trade? }* 
one anſwered , Begging , meaning Pray= j** 
et, Wouldſt ' thou be en to g@ Þ 
H 3 in 


4 
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; «io Gal, follow him with. unnete- 
e. groans from day: to day. for G 
and fitneſs for fewen, Goieb out bing 
heart *before God, ag Hangh did- when 
ſhe obtained a Son. The Voice is not 
abſolutely neceſſary in Prayer , but the 
Heart: It matters not though the door 
of the Lips be ſhut, ſ6- the cloſet of the 
Heart be: open, When thou- art: going 
*- into i= dorm or come into thy-Cloſet 
*- to bow befarc the Lord, obſerve theſe Par- 


* / © 2. Search and find out thine heart, and 
G1 am going about a great work, to beg: 


& ngrepiee mole ven, Where art 
'®. my . 


- 2. Summon in thine heart; *tis often out 
| of the way, fend a word of command after 
18, and fetch it in, 

F323 Sir and lift up thine heart 3 the 

hear is like a Bell that will make no 
of Mufick tl it be raiſed up, like green 
{Wood that will not burn without much 

| | blowing, 

PT” 4 Fix thy H:art on God to whom 
© {thou prayeſt, and on Jeſus Cluiliin 

> {whoſe Name thou doſt it. Should a 

lake a (uit to the King for his life; and 

i not 


» 
l 
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Watch thine 
return. of thy: Prayer, re He 
heart will give thee: the lip, and thy» 
Prayer is loſt, Prayer one compares WA 
Chain, one end of which is faſtened; #9 
the Bclievers: tongue, the other to aj 
Ear, who is- called 4 Gad hearing Prayers 
Say wich- Job, I will fil my mownh | ith 
- tr. When Dazid had o__ 2 

for building the Temple, he direds 
his Prayer to God to prepare - theiv 3 
hearts. 

The Lacedemonians bad a cuſtom toi. 
ask nothing of their Gods , but things? 
of . weight and moment, Is not thu 
of greatelt concernment ? Try whasg-- 
Prayer can do, plead: : before- Gad +by? 
Ardent and Importunate Prayer to m: 
thee ready, render thy ſelf to God - 
an undone Creature to new mould: 
form and faſhion thine Heart for him 
{clf ; carry Heart to him. on thy * 
Knees, as P oſes brought the two Tas"? 
bles of x he after the firſt were bro= | 
ken and defaced , Fo God to. ar - 
| 4 | 


: 
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* What he Will y Lord. I] have heard 
> what a diſmal, x dreadful place 
Hell is, and what a bleſſed and glorious 
place Heaven is, and yet I am- not pre- 
for it. This heart of mine I have 
on many a fick-bed, and ſentence of 
= Death, and under many a Sermon, and 
” fometimes it hath been ſtartled , and 
awakned, then I have purpoſed and pro- 
miſed to repent, pray, leave my fins, to 
part with the World, and to become a 
new man , but I have acted the Hypo- 
- Crite, all this is come to nothing 3 Lord 
do that in me and for me, which none 
# but a God can do. 
- The bloody Child cannot beautifie and 
© adorm it fclfo The Ethiopian cannot 
& change his Skin, nor the Leopard his Spots. 
e preparation of the heart in man is 
from the Lord, And 1 bave cried day 
= might before thee, {ſaid David : "Tis Roried 
=of a woman in fx, after the Sentence 
© was paſt upon her, ſhe cried fo carneſtly 
to the Judge for Mercy, that the Judge 
and Juſtices rcbuked her, to whom 
py Feplicd , J beſeech you my Lord , it is for 
" my life. Chriſtian, *ctis for Heaven _ 
| ( 
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the Eternal life of thy Soul, therefore be 
earneſt with God for his Spirit to ſanQi-" 
fie, and prepare thine heart, which b 
Nature, is a filthy polluted Veſſel. 

can make thine heart as ſoft Wax, and" 
ſtamp his Image on it, but he will be 
ſought unto. The poor man cryed, and 
the Lord heard him, Pſal. 34. 6. My Pray- 
ers (ſaid Jonah) came in wunto thee, Chap. 
2. 7. At that great and dreadful day,when 
the Sun ſhall be tarned into darkneſs, and 
the Moon into blood, whoſoever ſhall call 
upon the Name of the Lord (hall be ſaved, 
Afis 2.20, 


—_—_ 


Direti, 4. Keep this eye upon God and. 
thine account, expe& every moment thet # 
cry at Midnight, and be often- thinking of 
Heaven and Hell, Death and Judgment3 7 
and at the end of every day, refle L 9 2X 
the preceding ations and paflages of. it.» 
Mine eyes axe ever towards the Lord, 'B 7 
have ſet the Lord always before me, (aid 7 
David. Soul, meditate daily on theſe thres 
things. 1-8 


. H5 1. Think *: 


a "2 


erm) 

T, Think of "the great day of Ac- 
he 

reat Account you are to give, 

- The The Fart and great Judge to whom 
the Account is to be given. Some have 
their Houſes ſcituate near Golgatha, and 
view the Graves of thedead every day, 
and do not think of Death and Eternity. 
Charles the Firſt, that War-like and glo- 
rious Emperour of Germany, religned his 
© Empire, and liv'd two years retiredly, 
* before his death, in the company of Reli- 
-» gious Men, providing for Eternity, De- 
vout ſoul, if thou wouldſt begin with God 
every morning, and walk with God all. 
*— day,and liedown with God at night in the 
& Evening, ask thy (clf theſe or the like Que- 
* - 1, Q. How did I awake this morning, with 
=  Gad or the World ? 
\ | 2. Q. What hath been the conftant Frame 


2 oltude this 
an 4 


Z 3. Q. Hoare f bowed twice before the 
this day ? and opened my caſe to 


7 + God ſerionſly.or bave my Cloſet-viſits been ſhort 
bed (ight/ 


*” 


4..Q. 


— 


= 


4 


- 


Cog IO 

4 Q. What have I done"in order 0 7 
my great Account thi day } Have "my © 
words and aftions tended to Gods Glo- 


ry f 
5. Q. Have 1 neglefted no \eppertunith of , 
doing or recerving good this day ? who hath bi , 


the better for me this day ? 
6, Q. How bave 7 behaved my felf in: 
Ones in my Calling, and in my F amilythis + - 


_ How hath my heart bin affedled” 
and enlarged in holy Performances, both in fo - 
cret, or my houſe * Do I babitnate my ſelf"? 
to boly Duties ? Is Religjon my main buſts 
nes ? 


8.Q.1V hat ſerious and awakening | 
fions and thoughts of Gad,Chrift, tbe; Spirit any + 


Soul, Death and Jndgment hape I bad. this, 4 


day ? | 
I 9. Q. Hive not a fx edi, 
oy tn Os made work for R po 
ar vs: this and is my be: yy * 
meltin frame ?-ran 1 offer, 
Get f fatrifice of a brokyn heart ?* © 

. Q- Have I me with Chrift this; 
Fas Land have gone one ſtep foward” | 
my wy ts Heaven 7 »hat Fave. hav & 


Fw 


gotten ovey my 
© - Grace have I exerciſed ? 


Dirett. 5. Let it be Ix: conſtant and 
= greateſt care to keep a good Conſcience in 
& all things. Stand off from iniquity 3 ſe 
F - that there be no allowed reigning ſin in 
thine heart and life : God will know it, 
whoſe eyes arc pure and in every place. 
" Sinner , it will be bad looking God in 
the face with a galled, guilty Conſcience, 
"an enemy in thy boſom. If ovwr heart con- 
dewin ws, God is greater then our hearts, and 
: kroweth all things, 1 Joh.3.1 9,20. 


Vox Conſetentie eſt Vox Dei. 


Conſcience is Gods Vice-gerent in us, 
} and it will be a friend or a fury, and 
{ Fan an Hell within, or a Heaven with- 
'Tis dreadful for a man to carry 
Wor dbout with him , the Evidence of 
© his Condemnation in his own breaſt, 
+ Whereas the in-witneſs of a good Con- 

tence will be as a Wall of Braſs to a 
 Belicvcr , 2 Cor. 1. 12, For our repopeing 


ions _—_— paſſions, what 


— oe. as So ca.” a6 ann @2= xx m_ $3 
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is this, ating f our Conſcitnce, this -; 
in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity , not with 
fleſhly wiſdom, but b "the Grace of God we 
have had owr converſation in the World, a 
more abundantly to you wards. Keep 

Bird of Paradiſe always in thy bofors bs wit 
thine heart may not reproach and ſmite 
thee, 

A guilty Conſcience repreſenteth 
Death and Judgment dreadful , and 
terrible to great men 3 even to Kin 
the gods of the World. Richard t 
Third, after the murther of his -own 
two innocent Nephews, had fearful 
dreams , inſoruch that he did often 
leap out of his bed in the dark, and run *: 
about the Chamber, even diſtracted with 
horrour , as if all the Faries of Hell 3 
were hanging about him. So Charles 7 
the Ninth - of ' France, after the bloody 2 
Maſſacre of Paris , was ſo inwardly ter- © 
rified, that he was every night .laid to 
ſleep, and awakened with a fet of Mu- 
litians. Sins againſt Conſcience, are near» 
eſt to- the Devils ſm. O how aſtoniſh-, * 
ing is this, when a man dying 
lay, ( if he freak the truth ) I have Te- 
bel'd 


© eld againſt my Creator,l have ſerved t 
Devil, I have ſatisfied my Luſts, and now [| 
to Eternal torments. 

+. Thercforotorſake thy fins, repent, .and 


get thy Conſcience ſprinkled withtheblood 
of Chriſt. 


_ D— 


+, Dired..6. Begin, and for ſome ſpace 
© wontinue , that ſo much neglected Duty 
© of conſideration, and take the ON- 
yenient time and place for it. Do nit fay 
of the Work of Heaven, as the Jews of 
the Temple 3 The time is not come, that 
+ - time the Lords Houſe ſhould be buile, 
=. But what id the Lord by the Propher, 
> Jetbis a time to dwell in cciled bowſes, and 
wy Haxſe is not built, Poor Soul , wilt 
*Y ou fleep and be ſecure , indulge thy 
> Fleſh, Sin, and purſue the Would, and 
& halt made no preparation for- thy Eternal 
© Fabicaticn? Thus faith the Lord, Con- 
© ſider yaur ways. Thus ſaith the Lord of 
& Hoſts, conſider your ways , Hag, 1. 5. 7: 
I This Work through the bleſfing of God 
"hath becn very. ſucceſsful. I haye heard: 
= a yery ' Rdigious Father dying, make. 
tis; prodigal ungodly Son promiſe him, 
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after . 


-» 
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OY 


"6F after his death to go into his Cloſet, -and*” 
W M4} ſet alone for ſeveral times 3 which being 
oxmed, he at laſt conſidered, that his” 
ney Father did . it out of love to his Soul, that 
0dJ he might not periſh Everlaſtingly, and f>- 
it was made the means of his Conver-- 
— i fion. There is another Story like unto 
this, of a Traveller coming to an Inn,. * 
Cy where he found a very Beautiful and > 
iff Witty young Woman, but very vain 
if and frothy » when he went from the Inay 
Vf he gave her a piece of gold upon Conditi+» 7 
A} on , ſhe would ingage, and promiſe to 
I retire into her Chamber, at ſeveral ſea» 3 
1 fans, and upon her Knees utter ſuch words- 3 
 } before the Lord, Lord, thow baft give 
* me theſe Natwral Parts, and tamely * 
a von 1s it nat pity that ſo Amiable-s C 
Y'f tare &s thou bat made me, ſhonld be danin'd;; 
LY ard burn in Hell for ever? And after this 
| ſhe became Sober, Religious, and left the? 
| Inn. *Tis a CharaQter of, a true peni=ip 
tent to fif alone, But if 1 refolve and© 
"| promiſe to go alone, and conlider, whatt 3 
muſt 1 think. of : Ask thy (lf thel's 


. 3 
a "24 


Y wE-Lacs 
Pas m fibers rv 6-10 
World ? Did I bring any thing that 
was good with me, to entitle me to, and pre- 
pare me for Heaven? Am I not worſe now ? 
Have 1 Anſwered the gloriow End of my 
- Creation ? 

Q. 2. O my ſoul, have I not often da- 
red God to damn thee? Ir it not a won« 
* der I am now in the World, that ſo many 
4 my Acquaintance and Companions in 

are dead, and in Hell, and IT not 
So 
-  Q.3. Where had T1 bin if I bad died 

awhen laft fick, or when my Huband , 
Wife, Father , Mother , Brother and Sifter 
died ? 

-Q. 4. Whom do I reſemble, the holy 
p” God , or the black Devil * Doth not my 
L Pratiice tell me I am wnfit to ftand before 
© Gad, and to go in with Chrift-to-the Marri- 
age / 

> Q. 5. What Influence hath all the 
b Powerful and Soml-ſearching Sermons of 
> Death and Judgment I have beard , and 
all the fichneſſes and loſs of F lend; had 

TX heart ? and this IT have read 


Preparaiizn for Heaven } What 
of Sin, what love of Holineſs, what 
d 


—_—_ ww 


. F*. þy : 
defire after Chrift and Heavet is there in my _ 
beart ? 6. wap bk 

, 6, t to 
againft Chriſt and « holy & "hit it not ne 
way to Heaven , and to =o and ſave 
my Soul for ever ? if it be not to 
live the life of the Righteons , why did 
Balaam defire to die the death of the « 
Righteow ? Why ſhould not 1 be and do. © 
that now, which I will wiſh I bad been and 
done at Death and Doomſ-day ? Are there no 
»- 7 at AT me to a ſtrift and pious” 
= 

7. Why are the Company and Prayers 
of g = Miniſters and Chriſtians, more ple 
to Men dying, ( who have liv'd ill) then there. © 
Companions in fin ? Will the bawdy Songs, | + 
Jokes and bellifh Oaths of 8 wearers, Drunkards. 
and Adulterers comfort thee in a —_ 
bour ? 4 
Q. 8. Shall not I have a thouſand times | 
more cauſe, when I go bence, to curſe the day of + 
my birth theu _ or Jeremy, and wiſh 1 
never had a being ? 2 

Q.s9. O my Soul! who art now in » a 
Houſe of Clay , muſt not thow bave and* 3 
ther habitation in a little time ? Then | 
art 


: an far in thy way towards the , 
World. Why was I born ? what bave 
done ? whom have I ſov'd? whoſe of ri 
am I ? Where wilt thow be my Sow, 
ext of this wile body? Q Death x 
wilt. thou land and lodge my Sou, in th 
Region of Darkneſs, or in the Land o 
» Tight 7 in the Rivers of Life and Foy, a 
in, the lake and dungeon of Death ? Wil 
thow bring me to the Viſion of God , and 
- Boſom Chrift in the New Jeruſalem, jp 
qmang the glorious. Angels and Saints in 
"> eternal Pleaſure and Felicities , or into the} | 
* dark Vale and Priſon with Devils and Re-|| ( 
”m to be pained, plauged and tormented 
A. for ever 7 X 
** Q. 10, Will the way and. comrſe T any ; 
wor at, bring me ta Heaven, or will tt 
nat 7 Sit dawn and conſider, O' my ſoul, 
thy tire ir ſhort, Death is certain , Eter= 
*  aity is near, thy Work is great, thy Ac- 
= . eat will be ſtrict, Heaven is glorions, Hell 
,, is intolerable , evernal 3 1 nut be regenes 
LE rated and prepared in a few days, or all it 
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Dire. 7. Reſolve, love and delight 
ts. 


act, which thou wouldft have-men. think | © 
ot thou art, or (peak and write of thee living 

ball ind dead. Commune with: thine hearts © | 
wh and enquire, Am I a Jew inwardly; or 


I Gocerity. The moſt upright cannot be des 


i 


as? wo (18% .E ; wk 
cowands God, who-ſenh in fo+ \ 


more religious and ferious in ſhew then in 


cciv'd, To apply this to thine heart 
let me ask thee theſe Queſtions. fl 
1. What doth thy Conſaience ſay when thou 
art alone ? TY 
2. What doth thy Cloſs ſay, ®# 
thoſe Duties which none obſarveth bus 


3. What do thy Fellow Chriftians joys 4 
who aye moſt judicious, ſpiritual, aud beft 
to diſcern | 
4. What doth thy Converſation ſay ? = 
5. What do thy Family, vit- Wife, Chil» © 
dren, Servants ſay ? : 
s. What doth the ſacred Records of uit | 
Word ſay ? | 
Spaak Conſcience, ſpeak Cloſet, ſpealt © 
Chriſtians and Neighbours, ſpeak Life , © 
ſpeak Wie , Husband , ChildrengzSer» 7 
vans, "ſpeak. Law and Teſtimony, Is 
this Man or Woman ſincere ,- and fit 2 
pe. 


- 
_ 
. 


goo Farm on that art not Li 
When thou art in the rhe Gravel ur 
wouldt thou have this written on thy 
Tomb or Sepulcher ? 


- heart there was no God nos ey Heaven 
, nor Rell, till he came into Hell among the 
Devils. 

Here lieth a { Saint, one that pro» 
fels'd and owned Rel jon, but was rotten 
and falſe-hearted,who deceived himſclf and 
the world, and loſt Heaven by his Hypo+« 


criſic. 
. Here lieth an Earth-worm, a man that 
laboured all his life for the world, that j 
 - would berich, and raiſe his Family though 
& withthe ruine of his ſoul and: made nopre- 
- ion for- Eternity. He lived and la-f ' 
ed as if Bodies had bin immortal, and 
ſouls mortal. 
Here lieth an Heretick and Blaſphemer, 
whoſe Opinions cauſed him to peri 
, | Here lieth a man that mock'd at Holi- 
hated the Preachers,Profefſors and 
> Practiſers of Religion ;-whole blood - he 
48 would have ſhed with all his heart, 


Here 


tee Keth a Draka a Surarea Mar 
whyſderer, a Thief, a falſe perjured . Perſon, a 
Ot} Liar, a Back-biter, who hurt others, and has 
Ve. undone themſelves. 

thy] _ Here licth a man that had fair opportu» 
"Ynities for Heaven, but would not im 

his them 3 he made no Conſcience of 


ven} Sermons,reading and ſanGifying; the Lo 
Da _ 


Y- 

Here lieth one that had holy - Pa» 
r0*1 rents, and was piouſly cducated, but- he 
en would not hearken to their 
nd} and Counſels, and; tread in their . 
OJ ous ſteps, who walk'd in the. A 
ven, 

atY Here lieth a man thatlived without O.4 
aty in- the World, that neither prayed-in his 
2h] Cloſet nor Family. 

07 Here lieth an Apoſtate; who-laft: his 
a- | Soul and Heaven by departing from the bh 
d | Trath * and hisCarnal 

Here licth- a Phariſce , a mari hot; 
T, J zealous, and furious for the form, bark, 
_ | and ſuburbs of Religion , and there * 
8 reſted , but never had the Power \&f > 


Jy it, | not 
Friend, wouldit thou - be reputed: and. « 


Lo 


© thoute z one; befot&:God: 'or woe bly 
wpright ſhall dwell in bis preſines, Plal. 1462 4 
43. b 7 


: |-Direfi:8, Would yoago in with'Chiiff 

— the Work of Heaven while in the 
and drive a' great Trade for-Hea P 

or Chriſtian, ſend and paper ras | the 

Land, get a Profpedt or zhth ir 
of fleaven, and har a this plealaritY y 
fruit, preſ-on, poſi ts « "Keep Grace infh 

its moſt lively and vigorous exerciſe, la 
i Ade decline for a world. C 

\ Trile 'Grace is perlevering, a ſhark, 
* that will never ccaſc, aſpiring till 3t-'be 
2 Jojried with the Flame of Eremnal Glo- 


uy}: 

The beſt Sight in E and, (faich aRG 
yeeend' Divine) is to1te an old Profdor 
to:-grow better and better. Chriſitan, 1etY 
the ſtream of thy heart be Heaven-ward : | 
Aſcend the-mount. of Divine 'Commiu- 
» 3 atone het when you are 
private | your! heart 
Heaven. Delight in om 14 


, © "FL "IR —_— ah : he 


t 
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*bWfrour of God, Mat. 5:3: Bliſſe are the 
14002 4. Father, I will that they alſo whom thaw 
bot given we, be with me where 1 am, that 
they may behold my Glory. which thou. haſt 
"given me, for thou lavedit me before the Foun- 
"dation of the World. 1-364 
= . Be much in praiſing and b God, 
Prayer and Thanks are- (faith one) like the 
double motion of the Lungs, the Air ſuck't 
in.by prayer is breathed out in thanks, 
Mercies that come down by prayer, ſhauld 
be returned. and aſcend m praiſes, Th 
Moreover, keep a conſtant, and ſenfible 7 
Communion with Chriſt : Let thine heart 
go forth to meet him every day, and in © 
every duty, Pſal,63. 8. When Chrilt if 
the ſoul | meet. in his Ordinanees,, the Ber > 
liever may fay, This is the Gate of Glory; 
Communion muſt prepare-ys for Fruiti 
Ange Ceſar died in the alles, of his 
wite Livis +. The red ſoul many times } 
dies in the Kiffes of his dear Lord, ._..._-.., 
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© Dire, 9. Carefully diſcharge your 
Tative-Duties, and abound in Aqs 
Mercy and Charity to all. Follow t 
holy Examples of former Saints , »j 
Abraham, Gen. 18.- 19. For I know bim, 
that he will. command his Children, and. bis 
Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do Fuftice and Judgment, 
that the Lord may bring upon him that 
which be bath foken of him. Jolh. 14.15. And 
if it ſeem evil unto you to ſerve the LORD, 
chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve, whe- 
ther the gods which your Fathers ſerved that 
were on the other fide of the Flood, or the 
gods of the Amorites , in whoſe Land ye 
dwell, but as for me and my Howſe, we will 


ſerve the LORD. "David, Plal. 101. 2, 


3, 6, 7. 1 will behave my ſelf wiſtly in 
# perfe? way, O' when wilt thou come unto 
me ? I will walk, within bouſe with 
& perfelt heart. I will ſt no wicked thing 

ore mine tyes : T hate the work, of themt that 
turn afide, it ſhall not cleave to me. Mine 
eyes ſhall be upon the Faithful of the Lond, 
LY | that 
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that they may dwell with me : he that walkgth - © 
in -way,he ſhall ſcroe:me.He that wothgth © 
hin alan dal wh my houſe : be © 
t | not tarry in , 

Do your utmoſt bao p< york u 
your Children and Servants for Chriſt > 
Heaven, and not for the Devil and Hell. 

Shall God make Inquiſition for the blood 
of the Body when murdered, and will he 
not for the blood of a Soul ? 

Suppoſe when the beloved Child is in 
the Cradle, or at the Mothers breaſt, the 
Devil ſhould come, and fay to the. Paxent, © © 
take this __ and =_ ie up for mezteach + 
it to be proud, to lie, ſwear, ſteal, prophane * 
Gods 5g to mock at holinels, ke it have 
its will, and never reſtrain or corre it ;;do 
not put it in mind of God, - or Catcchile it 
while you live. Scnd this -Child carly to 
my Schools, to Ale-hoyles, Taverns, Come- 
dies, "teach it -to Card and Dice, and. all 
fleſhly delights, ſports and recreations ; this 
would ſeem dreadful to you : and you 
would ſay, Get thee behind me Satan. 

O then let every Father take the ſame 
care as David did of his Son Solomon.and as 
Solomon did of his ſon Keboboam. Sce the © 
pious aud Parcntal Charge of David, 1 Cit 

I 21. 9% "1 
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7 "the'firſt og es of the Proverbs for 
& "the ſake of Keboboan, - Let all Partnts ay, 
- as Pſal.34-T1, Come,ye Childrenbexrken unto 
"me, and 1 will teach you'tbe fear: of the Loyd, 
. But who-can ſay of his Children, | as:one 
> Jaid-of Auftin to this Mother Monics, That 
.. t-was impoſſible a/Chilld of ſo'meny Pray- 
= ers ſhould periſh, - Are your Children the 
Children of Prayers and Tears ? 
 , © Jobh-was ca of his Children,who-ſent 
> and ſanQifed them after their fealting, The 
F. ſhady and care of moſt Parents is to eorich 
\ their Children, to leave them ample Porti- 
-»+6ns and Eſtates, - to make them great and 
=” honourable, and to provide amd 
” Wives for them ; but to (andtifie and fave 
their Souls is not their care. 


- Happy is that man, when leaving:the 
. Ze (4M ſay to his children, as-old Jab, 
F TJ die, but the Lord will be with you. || 

God by death removes your ncariand dear 
* Relations, you are troubled that you were 

no more ſerviceable to their Souls. 

| Again, to your relative Piety-add your 
>” Alms, draw out your ſouls to the hungry. 
E— The poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the Land. 
* The poor you bave always eatap = 


' 1,9. Andi Slower; us it's thought, wrote 


- 2 YT Wy aw as aac 4 4 


-_— 7 


F aocaagrk iy 4 vi the [Iſraelites 
Joſhua,who led them into 
4 Canaangis the ae roy men did the Star which 
#6 ther toChtfift. 'The Lift of Chriſt 
y bs a without a blot or any uneven let- 
7 ter in it 3 And every one that ſaith be abideth 
A £"y muſt ſo walk, even as Chriſt walked, 
Job.2.9,The Life of Chriſt is Chriſtians 
Bible to read in, his Glaſs to'dreſs himlelf 
4 his Compaſs to ſail by, his Touchſtone 
to try himſelf by ; ' And he that profeſſeth 
® Faith in Chriſt awſt follow Chriſt. | God 
© hath appointcd us to be conformable to the 
* Imageot bis Son, Row,” In theſe twenty 
z Particulars I have drawn; forth the Life of 
" Chriſt. Look. every day upon. this unparal- 
-4&'d Picture for your. imitation. 
| Firſt, You mult imitate your dear and 
+ Bicſſed Redeemer in his meckneſs and pa- 
© tience, 1/a:53-7. He was ed,ond be was 
| © affliied, yet. he opened not bjd |) month : be is 
| brought as a Lanib to the ſlaughter, and as | 
4 ſheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo be openeth | 
not his month, Jam.1.4. Ext let Patience have | 
ber perfed , that ye may be perfect and | 
, entire, wanting, nothing. 
- -..-2, Imitate Chriſt in his Homility and i in- 
þ fe Condeſcenſion,who though he was the 


.* 


CAST the oe ARE, 
js prin wager rr x 
in heart : and ye ſhall findreſt uno. 
Your ſasls,Phil, 2:34:55; 6:1-Lit nothing be done .* 
through ſtrife or vain-glory, but in lowlineſs of: © 

mind let each efron or Lew then themſelves,” 
Look not every man on his own things,but every. 
man alſo on the things of others; Let this mi 
be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus: 
being in the form of God, thought it not 
to be equal with God. But made — 
reputation, and took upon bim the form” of a 
vant,and was made in the likeneſs of men, 
13.14,15. If then your Lord and frm 
waſhed your feet, ye ought alſa to waſh one and«. © 
thers feet : for I have given you an example thad | 
| Om to you. Pri he, 
everend Divine, is te part of the D . 
and And ſo filthy a Weed, (ſaith 

) that nothing 'will thrive near it. - 

- Imitate Chriſt in his univerſal 

ans with his Fathers Will;both in TOs | 
and Pathve Obedience, . Joh. 5.30. has,” 
mine own ſelf donothing : as T bear,l judg | 
my judgment is juſt, becauſe I ſeek, not mine * 
own will,but the will of the Father, which bath: 
ſent me, Chap. 6. 38. For I came dozen froms 
beaven, not to do mine oxen will but the will 
| I 3 | 


- 
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(193) "FOR 
hath nothing in me.Chap. 19.4. Pituve theref@® |} 
went forth again, and ſaith unto ther, Belold, - 
I bring bim forth to you;that 'ye may pam thay. 
I find no fault m.bim. wy 
7: Imitate the Lord from heaven/in : 
conternpt of the World, and the HonoursoÞ- 3 
it, Mat.$2-15,16. Bat when Feſia knew ite 
withdrew himſelf from thence and great 4 
tirmdes followed bim, and be heated them: ally” 
And charged them that they ſhonld not makgit ** 


wh. CY 
$. Imicate your deareſt,and ſweeteſt Lord: | 
in hcavenly-mindednefs, whoſe heart was- ©: 
in Heaven while he was upon the Earthy, 
Fob.16.28. 1 came forh from the Father,and 
am come into the World : again, I leave © 
World, and go tothe Father: Chap«17.5- 4 EY 
now, O F atber, glorifie thou me. zouth ubine ons” 
falf, with the Glovy which I bad maith vine be«” 
fore the World was... aq ; 2 11M 
9. Imitate your Lord arid ; in Hi 
wonderful fclt-denial, Mat : +6. 24+ aid” 
Jeſs unto bis Diſciphes, If any max will coma, 
after mee, let bim deny himfelf, and raky up bin | 
Croſs,and follow me. \ {rn 3 ae 
10, Imitate your bleſſed Redcemer inhis: 
burning Zeal for Gods glory, Job.2.17. An * 
bes Diſciples wet, py was — 
| . 
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(194) 
The zeal of thine-houſe' bath eaten me up. 

11, Imitate your holy Lord in his ſub- 
zxRion to,and care of his Parents, Lak.2.51. 
Hnd he went down with them.and came to Na- 


"rarcth,and was -2 on unto them: Joh.19.26, 
t 


27. When Jeſus therefore ſaw his Mother,and 
the Diſciple ftanding by, vhom be loved,be ſaith 
wnto his Mother War behold thy Son. Then 
ſaith be to the Diſciple,bebold thy Mother. And 
from that hour that Diſciple took her unto bis 
ewn home. Eph.6.1,2,3- Children obey your 
Parent in the Lord : for this is right. Honour 
thy father and mothber,( which is the firſt Com- 
mandment with promiſe.) That it may be well 


with thee, and tho mayeſt live long on the 
Earth. 


22, Imitate your compaſhonate Saviour 


In his hizing with his diſconſolate 


and afflicted friends, and do what you can 
to relieve, and comfort them, Foh.11.33. 
When Feſus therefore ſaw her weeping, and the 
Jews alſo weeping which came with ber, be 
,groancd in the Spirit and was troubled. Col.2. 


32, Put on therefore ( as the Eleft of God, Holy 


and beloved) bowels of mercies, kindneſs, hum- 
bleneſi_of mind, meekpeſi, long-ſuffering. 

13." Imitate Chriſt in his carctulneſs to 
maintain the Truth, witneſs his moſt (tri 
"£3 Expo- 


as. Kms tc ow ww. - *. 4a was 


an. Me. — — — — 
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Expoſition of the Law, Mat.5. his Diſp 
with the DoQors, and his confuting of the: 
Sadduces Lul.2.46; And it came to paſiybat* 
” | after three days, they found bums in the Temple; # 
ſting in the midjt of the Dottors,' bath bearing 
them, and asking them Dueftions, Mat.2 2:3462 
But when the Phariſees bad beard, that be had 3 
put the Sadduces to ſilence, they were athered. = 
together. Contend carneſily for the Faith. 
15. Imitate your Lord Jeſus in his Wits: 
dom and Prudence, to avoid the catching; 
entrapping, enſnaring Queſtions of his ſub- 
| tit, malicious enemies, Luk;20.26, And chey 
could not takg hold: of bis words before the pets. 
' | ple, and'they marvelled at bis Anſwers, and 
beld their peace : Joh. 8. 34, 5, 6; And the, ; 
Scribes and Phariſtes brought wnto line a F 
man taken in Adaltery, and when they had ſ#* 
ber in the midit, they ſay unto bim, Maſter, thits * 
Woman was taken in Adultery, in the very atts 
Now Moſes in the Law commandcd us; that © 
ſuch in the Law ſbbuld be floned : bat. wht 
ſayeſt thou 3 This they ſaidgt bim that 
they might bave to accuſe him. Bok Jolie _ FL, 
down,and with bis Finger wrote on the 
as though be. heard. them not. Plal.39.1. 1 Jaid 
I will take beed to my ways that 1 furtet with; 
wy Tongue ; I will kgep Vs: a 4 
5, e 
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c 196 )* 
while the wicked is before me, Prov.19.3- 
that keepeth bis lips keepeth bis life. 
1 85, Imitate Ohriſt int | his [Truth and 
od toGod and Man 3 And ſee that 
you who ſeem religious be juſt and righte- 
E- ous;ſpcak every Man the truth to his Neigh- 
» bour.. 1 Pet.2.22: Who did no fin.neither was 
= guile found'in bir mouth : Eph.4.25. Where- 
= fore putting away lying, ffedk,every man truth 
with bis Neighboxr, for we are members one 
| * &f another. 
®. -.16, Imitate your Lord in fecret Duties; 
| particularly in Cloſct- prayer; Mark 1.35; 
* And in the morning rifing up a great while be- 
' fore day, be went out, and departed into a ſo+ 
1, tetary place, and there prayed. He continued 
=, Mnight in prayer to God: Lake 6.12.Ma#, 
1.6.6, Bt thou when thox prayeſt, enter into thy 
-Eloſet, and when tho bt ſhut the door, pray 
* #0thy Father which is in ſecret,and thy Fathet 
—, which ſecth in ſecret, ſhall reward thee openty. . 
® 1.27. 'Imitate your Lord and Maſter in his 
=. religious care of his Family, his Diſciples;in 


7B with $5:em, and for them; and 
# 7 me] them to pray,inſiructing of them, 
- and expounding the Parables co them, Lee 
b'0t.1.4nd i come #9 paſrtbat' as be was pray» 
©, Ihre Iriat6s be te, * 


"a. ws 


FL (1989 
*  Giſcaſes among the people. Aﬀts 10, 38, How 
1 gnoimted Jeſus of Nazcreth wal the Holy 
*” Ghoſt, and: with Power, who went about doing 
a. ur Ning all that were oppreſſed of the 
Der * for Cod was with him. q 
4 — Q what rare .and ay. ap Saints ſhould I” 
© we be, if we did every day write after this }| 
| !. Chriſtians, is Chriſt your Head,and || | 
” you his myſtical Body,how monſtruous and || 
A. Qus.is It to {ce a deformed, Leprous 
body, joyncd to a moſt beautiful comely 
| Head You hope to BY in with Chriſt,there- 
c 


+ fore purific your ſelves even as he is pure. 
- The Sons of Conſtantine the great wholely 
* put on their Father, whom they did-exaRtly 
reſemble, (ſaith Ewſebixs.) Will you bewail 
your uvlikcneſs to Chrilt,and now look of- 
= ten upon his Picture ? 1 Cor.1 1.1. Be ye fol- 
+ Iawers of me, even as 1 alſo am of Chriſt. 
A certain Nuke of Bavaria.cach morning 
uſed to call his ſervant to bring him water 
in a Baſon; in the bottom: whereof” was 
in gold the Picture of, Cato Mon 
"that fo he might cauſeche Impreiſion of his 
Image to be fixed in his mind,the imitation 
of whoſe vertucs he had prudently propoſed 
for his praQiſe, :Do you often to the 
- ivag of Chriſt, repreſented iu the GUS 


£ 


- 


4} 
the Scriptures, andaet his Vertues, Graces, * 
and cxact Converſation be propoſed by you 

. for your imitation, Oh how apt are we to | 


' miſs the mark, to go down the ſtream, and 

| aver the hedge daily. It's no leſs a miracle 

"to be kept from the ſins of the world whilſt 
welive in it, then for thoſe three Worthies 
not to be burned when in the hery Furnaces 
We among the Tents of the Uncircumciſed 
are as in an infected Peſt-houfe, we cannot 
live nor breath, but muſt ſuck in this Peſti» 
lential Air. was not fuller of Frogs and'. © 
Lice in every Chamber, in every hole, then 
the world isof ſins,{nares,and temptations z 
for prevention whereof, furniſh your ſelves. 
with divine Precepts, and ſet before you the 
beſt Paterns.of Piety : Methinks I hear the 
Lord Jeſus from heaven,ſay to every Chriſtis 1 
an and Profeſſor in the World.as Gideon to 
his Souldiers, Look on me,and do likewiſe, Jud. | 
7.17. Go in Chrilts ſteps,and you ſhall cer- } 
tainly partake of his grace, and glory,' Jobs 


13+ 15s 
SECT. X. 
The hfth Uſe is of comfort to thoſe whe- 7 
are prepared-to go in with Chrift, 
Chriſtian, why, weepeſt thou ? Why is 
thine beat grieved? Why is thy ——_ 
*D — 


» 


( 200.) 
ſad ? Thou art to go in with Chrift, where 
is flalneſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore. 
Say, Why art thox caſt down,Ob my foul ? Go 
© | thy waygeat thy bread,and drink thy wine with 
© | £ merry heart,Col'g.g.ÞPſal.42.5. are four 
© | great grounds of comfort : If we conſider, 
” 1 What you ſhall go in from, and-leave 
2 behind. 
2, Who youſhall go in with. 
3- What you ſhall go into. 
4: Thedutation and perpetuity of it. 
- , © Firſt, In general,you hall go in from.,and 
\ leave behind every thing that is afflictive, 
[and grievous to you. When Eljab went to 
heaven, he left his Mantle behind him. So 
when Chriſtians gp in with Chriſt they ſhall 


be perſcly,and perpetrally exempted from 
all ſinful; and penal evils both of ſoul and 
bod 


Y, 
, Secondly, In particular, 1. You (hall be 
freed from all the deteRs, deformities, and 
ſuperfluitics of the body. There wilt be no 
dim or fore eycs,no fecble knees, trembling 
hands, bald-heads, crooked-backs, broken 
bones; no Wens, Warts, Wounds, Cancers, 
Fiſtulacs, Scars, or any-bodily blemith, 

2. You (hall be, perte&ly, and tor ever 
fxee roma} your botlily toil;. pain, labour, 


,wich 


(20t) 
# with which the lives of many of Gods peo» 
le have been made bitter. Some to get a 
ittle bread have bin labouring in the very 
Fire, others gyinding at the Mill, ſome digg- 
ing in the Mmes,others caſting upot Ditches, 
ſome ſpinning at the Tourn,others weavi ; 
at the Loom, and threſhing in the —_—_ 
carrying heavy Burdens,and many of them 
have been ſervants to cruel hard Maſters,like 
Iſrael under their, Task-maſters : Thiswilk be 
the Jubilee and Year of the LordsReleafe, 4 
d 3- You ſhall be freed from all your anxi-- 
E, | ous; vexing and tormenting cares and per-- 
'o | plexities about your carnal $ bad relations, 
0 | as husbands,wives,parents, children,ftiends, 
Ul eftates, law-fuits, debts, ill neighbours,G&&c.. +3 
m 4. You ſhall be freed from-all your lighs, # 
d | complaints, groans, riſing, from withia-gg.- 
from without. Abraham (hall no more come » 
ve | plain for the want of an Heir,nor Rachel of. 
d | her BarrcnneG.nor Rebeckgh of the Daugh- 
10.Y ters. of Heth, nor Jacob ob his loft Joſeph 3 
'Sf David (hall not complain of his treacherous 
n J familiar Friend,nor of his xebellious fon Abe- 
Sf ſalom,or of being in the Tents of Kedar, the. 

Song of the Drunkard. There ſhall he no 

cr grieving thorn, or pricking briar, or a Ca+ # 
vaanitein theHoulſc of the Lordincither - 7 
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& they be ſcnſible of hunger, or cold, or na- 

kedweſs, any more for ever. 

F . You ſhall be freed from alf your weak- 
© # neſles;fickneſles, and all diſeaſes whatſoever. 
” There ſhall beno more Ague, Fever, Gout, 
Stone, Strangury,Splecn,Scurvy,Conſumpti- 
on, Dropſics and Lethargies,&c. The cauſe - 
of all this will be removed. There will be) 
neither an aking-head nor ſinful heart. 

6, You ſhall be freed from all your pain 
and travel, through cold, dirt,winds,ſtorms, 
and other difficulties, to come at the Word 
and Ordinances of God, and from all your 
deadneſs and wearineſs in duties, which is 

the grict and ſorrow of your ſouls. f 

7. You ſhall be perfeQtly freed from all 

# your fears, corruptions, temptations, deſcr- 

& tions and doubts, about your fouls and hea- 
ven. The Spouſe will never ſay, Her Be- 
loved is withdrawn and gone from her, 
Job- (hall never feel the poiſoned Arrows 

+ within him more. David will never ſay, 
Save me, Oh Lord, for tbe Waters are come in 
whon my ſoul , Mine eyes fail, while I wait for 
wy God. The Bclicver (hall never be heaxd 
to ſay or wiſh, O thiat I knew the work of 

= in me were truc and ſavingghat Gods 

rt were towards me;. and that my heart 
were 


were truly ſet on God. Then all their de- 
fires ſhall be fſatisfed, all their fears rero- 
ved.all their doubts reſolved, all their Pray- 
ers fully anſwered, and all their Graces per- 


feed : and each Saint (hall come tothe ful». 


neſs of the Stature of the Gift of Chrift. 


4 When Moſes was in the Mount, he came 


ſhining down. Surely,the prepared Chriſtian 
ſhall go ſbiningin,when clad with the Robe 
of Chriſts glorious Righteouſneſs, The bo- 
dics and ſouls of Believers ſhall be as Adam, 
when the Crown of Original Righteouſneſs 
was {ct upon his head 3 The body will be in 
its perfe& ſtrength, and (as {pme think) as 
it was between thirty and yaars 3 and 
the Colours ſo rare, freſh, bright and tranſ- 
parent, that all the veins and nerves will be 
diſcerned.and fofull of ſtrength and agility, 
as it ſhall be able (faith Lzther) to Toſs the 

teſt Mountain as a ball. The Apoſtle 


ing of the glory of the bodies of the 
Saints at the, ion, faith, It is ſown 


in conmption;"it is raiſed in incorruption \ it is 
ſown in diſhonourjt is raiſed in glory it's ſown 
in weakneſi.it's raiſed in Power, 1 Cor.15.,42, 
43+ The (ame Apoſtle affirmeth, That their 
vile bodies ſhall be made likg unto Chrifts glori- 
ous body. Then (hall cach Saint ſhine Un 


3 


* thenthe Sim inthe Kingdom of their Fa-, 


> 
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ther for ever and ever. 


-2.1t is very comfortable to refle@ upon 
the perſons that (hall be Copartners with 
you of this glory, who ſhall go: in with 


Chriſt to the Marriage. :We-read: Pſ2l. 45. 


of the. Queen in Gold of Ophir, the- Kings 
Daughters, and honourable Women, the 
Virgins thy Companions,which with glad- 
nels aod rejoycing ſhall be brought, they 
thall enteribne Kh Palace. That number- 
les number of ſealed ones, Rev. 7. 9: and 
great Aſſembly, and' Firſt-born, which are 
written in many of which youhave 
known, in with you.. Thoſe that 
have gne to the Houſe of God with you; 


F * faſted, mourned, prayed with you,thoſe that: 


have ſuffered with you, and who haveheard 
the Word, and reccived the Lords Supper 


* with you,and all that have died inthe Lord; 


and gone to Heaven before you. 

All theholy Patriarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, 
Martyrs, Minifiers,(v/z. ) your godly Paſtors, 
godly Parcats,godly Husbands,godly Wives, 
godly Children, godly Servants , godly 
Neighbours, whom ye have not (cen many 
years, thall go m with you. | 


: 
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Is not this comfortable! ? Chriſtian, thou 
J ſhalt ſee Adam the firſt man,that God made, 
and. Abel the firſt Martyr,E noch that walked 
with God, and(was tranſlated : Thou ſhalt 
ſce Noob that was in the Ark, and faved 
from theFlood,and Lot who lived in Soders, 
whole righteous foul was vexed with was 
uneleanneſs. Thou ſhall have the bg he of 
Abraham, who offered up his Son, a od Fo 
ſeph who! was fold into Egypt - Thou 
ſee Jacob who wreſtled with he Angel, and 
got. the bleſſing, Thou ſhalt ſce Moſes the 
t Pre of at was in the Mount, - and 
the Law to the people, and 
Aaron the High Pric,avd Joſbra who went 
with the people into Canaon, and Senuet 
who minifkred to the Loxd when he was but 
a-child, thou ſhalt ſce Sampſon who pulled 
down thehouſe upon the Philiftins,and Da« 
vid, the man after Gods own heart, who 


Tetnple, and the reſt of the godly Kings of 
Fadab. Thou fhale alſo fee the three Chil 
dren that were caſt into the hery Furnacg, 
and Daniel that was caſt into the Den of 
Lions, - Thou ſhalt ſce John the Baptift that 
was the fore-runner of Chriſt,and:Pasl that. 
was beheadcd tor Chritt, and Peter.that was 

crucihed 
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flew Galiahs and Solomon that built the 
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crucified for Chrift, and the good Wor 


that miniftred to him, and ſtood by him in 
his ſufferings, and Foſeph of Arimathea,whi 
ed his facred Body,and put it ir} his 
re, Thou ſhalt ſee the bleſſed Virgi 
in whoſe Worab he was conceived 5 Thox 
ſhale ſee Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer, and man 
faithful Miniſters and Chriſtians, who w 
burned and dicd for the Truth in the 
an days. Here is a bleſſed time indeed.to gr 
in with all thoſe, and who can tefl ho 
many more, who ſhall be calight up to 
the Lord in the Air, 1 Theſſ. 4. 


to refle& u 


\. 3- What they (hall go into is unſpeakable 
Joy pon, 
[ Firſt, To the publick Conſummatien of 


the Marriage,that is to he between the King] | 


Son and the Kings Daughter, Chriſt and t 1c 


Church,Rev.19.What a conifort will this be 
to the Daughters of Zion to behold King, $ 
lomon, i.e. Chriſt,in the day of his Eſpouſa 
and in the day of the gladneſs of his hea 
Here we ſee but at a dittance,and throu 
Glaſs darkly, then faceto face z we (hall ſe 
him as he is, and bchold his.glory, 1 Cor. 13 
9,10,11,12.1 Joh.3.2. 70b.17.24.The Queer 
of Sheba took a great Journey to 7 as 
ory 


on JA. X ©. Ga 4 N 
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yY 
ory- of Solomon, ck Tong be 
i gon wotder,what will the:hght of Cui 7 
of Perſon and Glory do ? | {\ 3 
\$&1 Sccondly, They (hall be openly owned and 
ginf acknowledged by Chriſt, when heis exalted 
houfl above all. For a King to maniteſt ſignal re- 
anyf] ſpe& to ſorne of his Subjects and Favorites 
/eref on his Marriage or Coronation-day, is 'an 
ar high bonour. 
gol Thirdly, They ſhall be enthroned and 
owl crowned with Chriſt, yea,fit down with him 
cet in his Throne, Rev.3.21. and it there were 
ſuch ſhouts,joy,ſinging and triumphs,when 
Salomon was on the Throne, that the very 
# Earth did rent with the ſound of them, 
1 King,1.39,40. O what will there be when 
| the Saints ſhall be on the Throne-Royal,to 
pl judge the world ! And if there is joy 
# the Angels at the Converſion of one (inner, 
beg What Acclamations and, Triumphs will be 
among the Apgels, at the Coronation of ſo 
many Saints! There was great.- joy when | 
Foſepb and his Brethren met in Pharaobs | 
Court, what Joy will there be when Jeſus | ©" 
q and. Bdlievers ſhall racet aboye the Clouds, | | 
and in their Fathers Houſe! . 

= Fourthly, They ſhall go into the very Pre- 
uy ſcnce of God, and have the full Viſion of ©? 
| him, % 
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en he 


©  Vut, For ever, for ever, for ever. To 


* "(2689 
him, to fee his eternalRecords, Coritiſels 
and Decrees that have bin concealed fo long, 


lievers, Chrilts Spouſe will never fully un- 
derſtand her dignity and greatneſs till ſhe 
come to God. 

Candala Queen of Penenia ſometime faid 
to this Venetians, for her *Royal' Entertain 


lk it will appear what they ſhall'be. Be- 


ment, That ſhe never knew ber ſilf to be a 


Deen, till ſpe came to their Territories. The 
ſame may Saints ſay when they come to the 
upper Regions and Manlions of Glory. 


"Laſtly,”Tis firong conſolation to conſider- 
the:duration of the Joys and Happineſs"'of 
the'Saints in Heaven,which will'be without 
any Intermiſſion, Succeſſion, or Condon, 
To go'into the new 'Feruſalem,that needeth 
no light'of the Sun; Moon nor Stars,;and-to 
be with God; Chrift,' Angels and Saints for 
ever, will be incomparable Joy ;' St. Paw! 
affirmeth, That Believers ſhall be ever with the 
Lord,x Theſſ.4 17,18. Tis ſaid of that holy 
man-Mr. #2rz,” That being in the midſt of 
« Dinner; and the prople wondering what 
he was muſing about; Hs preſently brake out; 
For ever, for ever for ever,tor altnoſt a. quarter 
of an hour he could not be ſtiPd,bat cried 
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To Conchude, . Chriltian:ſpeedily get-an 
aſſurance of Faith, that thou mayſt come to 
a VidoriousConcluſion againſt the ſtrer h 
" of doubts, whereby thy pure-mind maybe | © 
"| aſcertained, perſwaded, .and upon good | 
| -*"" omen aatog a ben wade | 
I ſhall ſhut up all in a few Queries. 

| 1. Q. Sinner, canſt thou believe that thoſe 
'} only who are prepared, ſhall be for ever with 
Chriſt, and not one more ? 

2. Q. Haſt thow done 4s God congmanded 
Hezckiah at bis Summons for Death ? Set thy 
Houſe in Order difpoſed of thine Eftate,and {aid 
no foundation for thy Wife, Children, Friends, 
Relations, to quarrel when thou art dead, and 
laid in thy Grave ? 

3:\Q. Shalt ; thou leave 2 good fanoxr )be- 
bind thee mihen ever thou godft, bence / and is 
there any;juſt cawſe of any Shunci t9.Curſe, or 
Dog to Bark,at thee f || 

4. Q. Dareſt thox, one all-that than haſt L- 
gotten before the great and dreadful Judge,and © 

ſay as Samuel, 1 Sam.12.3,5. Whoſe Ox have * 

I taken ? whoſe Afi have I taken ? or whom 

bave I defrauded;. aud he Taid, the Lord is wit- 

nefi that you have not found ought in my Hand: 7 
I 


& 


% 
v-, or 
, , | 


pon thy Eftate and F amily ? 
Where is the Man or Womans Child 'vr Ser- 
vant, that can riſe np and call thee bleſſed, or 
ally ble God for thy Example, Company, 
F. Counſel ? ; 

6. Q. What haft thox done for the Churchof 
Chriſt, bis Honowr, Intereſt, Miniſters and af- 
flaied Members ? Have they bin the better for 
thee or thine Eſtate ? great Receits will have 
#'great Account, 

” ©.  Laftly, If the cry at Midnight - ſhould now 
ſound in thine ears,art thou ready for the Mar- 
-  riage * M+. Bolton dying, tld bis Children, 
- Thatnone of them d dare tomeet him 
at Gods Tribunal in an untegenerate eſtate : 
The Reaſon is in the Text, O, let it never, 
never be forgotten; that thoſe that - were 
ready went in with him to the Marriage, 
and the door was (hurt. | 
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MAT” 45. 16, ole, - 44 
And they rhat were Ready memt-in wit. 
Him to 4he Mavigge, and the 4 
was ſhut. ; XRF, ary 


HE Thing of ied vious is are” 
by moſt wen ile delfeved, - leſs" 
conſidered, till ith2-tos oh 
That beſides this' preſene'\ 
(which muſt have its iod) there.isano 
World,cf an cternal 4 ' 
cording to ovr choice,” lif&$4 
will our doom and eternal 
the World to come; {& thar tt 
diſpenſihle Neceffity to make reag 
ſed Life of Immortality This. 
cern, - the Parableof the text Vit 
and alarums us unto, In which 
two parts. E 
Firſt, the Churches Preparirigh 
I Chrift, called here The # | 
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© verſe; The. Texdfatls. under 1 fecong 
F vis. TW Bridegroomes * hem ag Fay bind 


* "bis Bride: O welcom day !, The words ſerve 
»  a$.a Glaſs orbright Fur beam, tv repreſent 


a 


Ft | ah 


the different eſtate of believers ahd- upddliey- 
wiſeand faolifh Yirging, at Chrifts come- 
"*ns Death or Judgement, _ 
' Inwhieh obſerve three things.” 
&” 1. Fhe preparation of the wiſe Virgins 
Bree were r&pdy; 


De Iheir: Welcom and Agmiſion to the 
They ' weng4n: with him, j.it,.;7 
cf #-Chamber, of, the King of Glo 
- +3{ Wehave ths doleful RejeQioa Ger, 
8 INES this ſoolicth YAO And. the Dov. 
to rue "Fs | 
ALL LE v; Qh.+ " \ 
FS 9s Dotcln: that! 1 ſhall; Collect and" 
e'from the wo; ds-is-this , The q 
wnly ſuch who ave graciouſly q ual, 
3 hon prepaPed for Chriſt in thee worldlp p 
Re þ empy e-ermnal Fellowſhip. and Commu ( 
with Chriſt i theother I orld; % 
t 


| 1554 
ateſt part of our happlncls thay a 

2r: Heaven lies inthis, That we Þh : 

WOekrif Doſt thou acſre-4 "op 
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Opaorey. viz... th come ſale te Hedwen © 


bope for Heaven, and dothe work of-Hell: 


Ithe impiousand unbdly, '. _. --- Xe 
ts Pin: mill oo G7 


cep thine eye cyer upon thitie end; atfd» 3 
know that here life ts. gotten or loſt to Exer»7 
nity.- Sinner, do not_ deceive thy {cit wars 


if thou doſt expect to goin with Chriſt; ant > 
enjoy God and glory hereafter, daily» ule? 7 
the means, and-go in the way 46: raven 4; 
here, There is a congruity. between thaw” 
way and the end : They antwer- on& anger; 
ther, as fate anſwerech face in the wager 4:98 5 
as the Wax and the S:al;. the Ver nd A 
Ecchodo an[yer 'eachother.. . 16-thy hear? 
and life cry Heaven, Heaven), then thy . Bod 
or Death will cry Heaven; but if thy; 
and Pradtice cry hell, het, thine End ike 
Eccho to the Voice will cry hell, bell. 
men brew they drink, and receive Wage 


cording totheix. work; and as ſc 2.49 "r You: 


reap : the HiryeRt is 1heend NG: VY.O008: 
they that were ready went ia,. not 
Heaven conſiſteth pat 1 
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preparation of : the ſoub Mb dy an 
ble Society above. . lhe} 74g of © 
I would be a Prjſon, may. 1 not bay; 8 
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me” 


| Sore eyes cannot, behold, the þ 
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& ant Medows : hence, tb bes 
® Chriſts, notime ſo uncomfortable and tedi- 
ous to wicked men, as abiding under Chrifts 
wings in his Ordinances, 
L Before I proceed?o ſpeak to the ſeveral 
branches inthe Dofrine, 1 muſt enter a Ca- 
. ”" Firſ,chis Mc | 
= Meemeſs, Fitneſs, and Prepara- 
; Tionfor Heaven, is not to be underſtood ina 
way oof Popiſh Purgation or Merits, v:z. by 
?P ayers, Afts of Muni ficence, Almes, Pilgrt- 
; mages Penaiice, - Purgatory, Fe, The Re- 
| Se ig Gn not of Dey or Dy for 
. & Riehreonſneſſes are but as filby rags 1 
ond Chobe ; all we are Fe Geproic 
able $orvan:s (laith our Saviour,) / //a. 64.6. 
"Zig 17 10, Our godd hope and everlaſting 
© pewolatien is through grace, 
--  Secandly, the readineſs is,nor tobe under: 
- Kawo, 6s (fall that ſhall goro H;avenwith 
* ©hrifh. bave aninherene, finleſs, and perſonal 
. Pecfedtion; , AsStars have their twinkJings, 
- and Dian us a the Pre $19d 
- Goth nocd lome prain of allowance, ſo. the. 
« 1oft em e > nr r frailties 
| gevrex of corruption. Solomon chats” 
thote world, when hefaith, /ho_ 
mgde my heart cleary age wt 
4 . Fee, row | 
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from my ſin? \*Ti af eren. ivett' 0 
wrein their own eyes, yet are wor w 
their filthineſs, Proy. 30.11. Ac: a? 
Phaniſces, and ſome Perfetioniſts of this 
age 5 whereas the Life of the molt holy Man. 
in the World, is not as a Garderr withbas | 
weeds, this fs reſerved for Heaven, And it- 
none die comfortably, or go in with Chriſt, 
but thoſe who bave lived perfeatlys th-nevenl 
ry minm' ſt go out of the World -with de 
ſpair and t-rrour , forthe failings-of God. 
People ai & more thentheird: ries, their cofs > 
ruption. more then their graces: {oh (BP 
whoever g0 StoHrayen, m-: | be hcholdf 
to the r:deeming blood, and juſti | 
t-ouſmeſs of th- Lord ' efus.- This $ 
mited, ! ſhall proceed to the Ee plenanoſ 
tc DoArine, 'n which 1 ſhall oblerye this % 
Order and Merhod. 

- Firſt ſhiew, That there is.4 Pitmſr and Pro. 
paredneſs 5 in Beleevers for- Fw futiere fats 
of blefſeaneſe... IE 19- 


Secondly, Thit this Finſir the yy 4 _ wp 


time of . Life, not af1er Dra'b.. LEY 
Thirdly, ; Wha this Firneſs ah. By! ht | 
env **11 
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oh five the Reefont þ Nb 


all muſt prepare, 48d why — COP 
$E: * " Tk " p- 
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»— 4 ww tes 
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_* Pikibly, FO wn "I" Uſes, 
bw 1-14 4 SKCT., 1s 


Fult That Believers are djvinely anifet 
"uk v/ " their ſtate of Blefſedneſs bein .a People 
; rad ready and prepared for the Lord, ne 
$2.17. That thoſe wife Virgins are ke and 

.. Eccounted worthy to go jo with Chriſt, will 


| ar three ways. 
Ar) byt their intrinſecal Endowments and 
[ Qaliicarios, or what hath done in 


Ready; by .ahe i Epithites and] 
Be 20 4 hay | 
EP Thiadly, their Priviedges -F Regalitics 
{1 Ks which they are inveſt, d.and ennobtled, , 
| irft, th-ir inward Frame and Conſtituti- 
ogdnthexceed rhe whole World, There is 
ny" rare, Curious and inim;tabfe work of the 
| Divine Spirit yr.0n the ſouls of all that fhall 
| ;Chriſh, Belvever 5 are buy Workerort- 
i fri37 bey re rer.ewed 11 theSpiri) of beir min? 
have pt on the new 'man, which aſter Ged, A 
"created m righteonſne 7 and trke hott neſs. 
F | 42 arthely Bretbyer.y Partaksrs of the heed 
F hang 1 ay Rgy Nanutgand trarf- 


ot 
ſame Image. They & are Vlad tobe ale a 
Glory and Trwninend the life they Ihe" 
led rhe Life of God, ard4their cor 
ſaidro be jn Heguen, Eph. 2.10; "Fott:4 2 
24. Heb"{.1. 2Pct:1.4. 2Cor. 3.19. Y 

Secondly, thelr Titles do ſpeak their Fits 
neſs; They are called, the Children'of thi 4 
Bride:chamber, Children of the Kingdom, © 
Children of the Reſurreftion, Chriſt: fair Ons; : 
the Kings Daugkter, Gods 7ewels, bis peentiay : 
Trea ure bis excellent One, "fach of how the 7 
World is not worthy. _ 

What is the chaff to tht Wheat,or _ 9 
toPearls,or clods of Farth tothe btight Stars,” 7 
or thechildren of telltothelt earthly An? 
gels, .. The Name of a Chriſtian is # moſh 
+ ogy Name. © Alexaitlet thought ned Eh 
{elf happy-that he might be 
and Ceſoo if he mi 3 called Alexander: nl F 
The Believers Name is of gr reagey Renbien,” 

wr" vins called the Wonder of Gre: ; andh x £ 

Oiry of the Greeks, but he was not; thEnne + 
pare with the meaneſt Saint, Thien] / 
Palentiniany two famous'Ex : | on / A 
Yfifinſelves Yaſſallos Crit . ) 
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EET | 
he Monbee of ry Charth, then Head. of the 


ly,theig Pri es alſo do evidence 
: thi hat ur, gle oyal. 

Firſt, they have oye eſcent, and {9 
cg Sons and ler, of the Lord God [- 
mighty, , My Fir ſi-borr, ſaith the Lord 
racl of his people, We' read of the hil- 
C Aren of baſe men, -viler then the Earth, Job 
30. 8. Fexabel is called a curſed woman, |} 
| oe a Kings Daughter, Nebuchadnezn ct” þ ; 

ed an abominable branch and Antiechus * 

pon a vile, perſon.. B-lieyers are of | | 

od, andbornnot of blood, nor of th: will Þ | 
of 4440s nor..of mzn, but from above, 


© Joby 
| Sroodly, Moreover the 3 Þ0 a Royal Ic 
cbuchaduct.tar toll iel, In bis 3 V 
' War oy. 2 of the bly Gods, Joſhua and Þ ar 
"Caleb (that entred into the hoty Land) w-re 
"1 men of another ſpirit, Nah, 14. 24. This 
that fits them for Heaven is a holy 
Row. 1 4+ A Spirat of Graecry, a Spirit 
7 ol Tp {/Pet, 4 14. So called, becauſe it 
comes comes from the God of \FOY: ahd þrepares 
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| 8) 
Kings and Priefts, whoſe Employment is 
Prayer and divine praiſe, Rev, 4.6, Pſal.6,'-" 
24, 1Pet.2 $9, <: 7 
Fourthly, they have Royal Attendants;the 
glorious Angels 3 theſe Watchers, who ary © 
gregſin ſtrength, ſtand as Sentinels at their- _. 
to prote@t their Perſons, day and nighe 
while. they lixe: And they muſt convey + 
their ſouls thorough the Devils Territories 
ſafe to the Place of their everlaſting habita«' * 
" | tion, after they are dead, P/al, 34. $; Heb," 
} 1-14 Zukz 16., 22: If you areby Grace | 


. 


prepared for Glory, God is your God, and. 
this is your Guard. * - V8 
Fifthly, they bavea Royal Law, which is' | 
the Rule and Standard of their Obcdience'tq. - ? 
God,” Jaw. 2. 8.' The Writing was the" * 
Writing of God, who was both the Didtgtoy: 
and the Scrib:, Exod. 32.' 16; © where note, * 
that the Seriptare is the Word of God; | 
Joby INNS h ks as 23 Þ-- 
Sixthly, they have Royal Apparel,a Ri 
Gpce,” lad belong fy Ri la G he 
t when they go in with Chriff, they thi % 
es Whe Throne- Royal, and have the Crowns"! 3 
| 7H tes 
reY lrcannot be denied, but that they areſer : 
xePppatt for God, and fixred for his-Preſence, 
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"FRA God hath 6 rebe nan that 54 
2% for bumſelf. hab A porti man {ndi- 
\ Lilo excellentize, ( /aitb one upon the ”*—__ God 

hath ly, ' wonderfully, miraculouſly 


' -——_— godly man. . Here 


That we do not make our ſelves fit, or meet 

for Heaven, God muſt do it.. Who car make 

© bitbeart clean ? ,we may waſh the out-fide of 

- the Cup, God muſt cleanſe that which.is with- 

in, viz, the heart, from. wickednefs, lan 

the Lord that healeth thee, 

\_,. Chriſtians are made fit by Redemption, 
- by Vocation, by Adoption,. by Juſtification, 
hb 


c 

Th ſhouldcauſe the godly to wonder as 
| gp wer of Divine Grace, ..If a King caſt 
your ona mean ſubjc& or ſlave pre-,} 
- Fedhim toagreat and honourable Office, yet } 1 
ji Y 
V 


his nature, . and give kim, 
that place : But Goddath not on-- 
a omto: his Saint», bat inwardly” 
a She wits and of Canals bo 
trot 0 AT AAN? 
"eſe ſo none Wi right: to Heaven 
- but the _ (but of _ _ more after 


Toys oY 


6n. 
SECT: it, * 


'Sccotdly,, Thjs Readineſs 3 ismm Wy 
time of Lies not aſter dearth. Oli thi 
hadft known in this thy ed (faid chit 
Jewes), the; things that belang to thy 
There is a time known and appointed Y - 
after which they ſhall neyer repenrayd 
converted, who, have enjgytd and NVed t Wn: 
der the means of grace, and are met LN + o 
verted,. *Tis true, theererhal Gods nor i--. 
mited to aay term of means. bit man is limit=' * 
ed to time and-means. Sinner, thou haft a- 

| great work todo, xtohg journey 16 $0, and , 

| many and mighty Ydverſaties'th divert and” 
hinder thee z thy VVork 15 to' prepare for- 
Death and Judgment,which is Ter rar; thy: 
Voyage or Journey is .to' 
V orld, _Ptovifhon muſt be tate w 
way. To apply thisa little, and 
you to husband the precious T ale 
inorder to Eternity.. I ſhall*propeſe” 
things; Firft,confider how 
tainour being in che V Vorld is," nc 
a3 life. is ſhort; o the Regt, 
weage of prace will notbe} 
6a gray haires, old ape; 


_ hn 


| 2 " (12) 
- WF evilday) comes, that is not ſofit and proper,a 


* ſeaſon tro for Heaven, Firſt,remem- 
opuiny Wager phe 14 thy being in the 
LV Vorld is; - Our {fe is, but a yapour, Jam. 
| 4 14. that ſoon dppeareth and di Eun, 
perſed as railed. *Tis a little ſpot 
rus ER two Cn. One of the 
ients douhteth, .whether to call it a dyin 
- bit DS 6 Whe-Sen : And 'if cor 
( is a breathing death) had bi 11s 
602 Vapour, it had birnhothing at” all. The 
bnift deſcribes Man as Graſs, Pfal.9.2. In 
the Merning it flanriſheth, in the Evening it is 
ent down, and mithoreth, <a 
-.: Mancontiqueth bat a very ſhort. time, his 


- 


6 phat s fon long, or but a day long, lixe 


s Gold, came up in a tight, and pe-' 


- riſhed inanight. The firſt t;p man ſets up- 
+ onthe ſtage of this VVorld, heis going out of 

the VVorld, The Naturgliſts [peak of a Fly 
C theyall hemeroy, a creature of ones day, 
{© h forthin th: Morning, is very 
' aftive about Noor, but when the Sun decli-. 
. neth, itdeclineth too, and ſets with the ſetting 

ofthe Sun; 6 OY 


Heaven, there its running, and we ſee ho 


0 , 
x” Oe 


nw .4 
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SC ba, 


3 mM isan Ephemer 69,3 creature of one day, 
- The. Ancient of days ſets up- our Glafs pf ; 
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| 09 Þy” 
how it baftens to an end. Think, O-dey 
ſoul, of the fugacity, and ſwiknely of 
zime here below, the Line and Leaſe of Life+, 
will Fwd be out: It is box a point of* | 
time that ye live, while wedo bat gurn, im-".+ 
mortality.is preſent. This preſent Life is but” * 
the place of, our Inhe and Sepilchre, 3, The: 
Beginning of this Life is bur the Exqrdinm of | 
Death, Vice bujus Principinm ſtatins Morts# 
oft Exordiam, We are Carried every mo«; 
ment of time to the Knd of Time, Our Life 
is but like one qiling ; be whodoth ſal; whe-* © 
ther he ſtand or fit, whether he ſleep, watchor” - 
walk, he is carried nearer the Port; may we” X 
not ſay with old Jacob, Gen, 47. 9. Few and” : 
evil have the days of the years of iy life btex : 
where we have tis Account caft up ; | 
3 the great Landlord of our time, the Leaſe is, 2 
for1ife, not years but days, not many days 
but few. Life(ſaid one) 154 Roſe, which if 
we view in its growth the Cold nip1 it, the Hear © 
withers it, the VVind ſhakes it, be it.never fo © 
fair it withers ; Another Be. Liftir s * 
counter ſeit, \what if the Colors be fait, and 
the Reſemblance near, the. Shadows of Death, © 
and the Curtains of the Grave will darkers ul; 
'Tis aPlay, We enter at our Birth, and 4 
Uour Life, preſently there js an, Exje, or 
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ſoy £0. "Rf [08 asked what was - 
he thews himſelf alittle, and hides bim= 
| a his meaning wasthis, Our Life is” 
ſhew, - no ſooner are wllten, bur” 
mediately we are hid ard gore. © O' Tepy* 
| atſcr our. think of the certainty of 
of thy Soul, the nearneſs | - 
levard of Feerntey, and the Necefiuy of 

2 ql Heer ot far aneverlaſt- 
inp eftate, te and leave the VVartd we 
- muſt, in the Grave there'is no work, after” 
Wen the Ted , Heb.9.27. Sin poiſons 
- the Arrow in Quirer of the King of Ter- 
reurs, and puts the Sythe into Dearhs hand” 
cuts us down; Methinks Sin'fpeaks to” 
feveral Generations of men whom Death 
hathconquered, as Devid to. the Prieft who 


” had eſcaped Sau/s bloody firord, I have been 
the #ccafion of all this.. Sin and Death are, 


| coupled tdgether, Rom. 8.2. 

- > Secondly, as Life is ſhort, ſothe continu- 
” ance of the rycans of Grace will not” be long... 
There are many faithful, abte, painful Mini-- 
fters have Preached their laſt; and an abun- 
dance, yea, multirydes of Sinners,time-lof ers, 
that have heard their laſt ; and this wil be n 
caſe add yours ina lizele time. The Pro. 
r do they iſ forever? _ - 
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Wrhreat te lver n J. 
treatall ou about your tor 
-vite and Tae j oh. FR 
accept Rey. 7 ono | 
Thar fix ag, ni cate 
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the nr rl, 
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be Wiod wil [hw td Pra an 
© its ſw es crave C 
The Door of gracy bo. ts $24 4 ge 
von, deat Pate 
; | not A 
bllthey lanocdand the cally 

ſhur the Gate of Glory 


wg Purge for a the things 
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wy ſoul and om Te ſffctet whit 
ES jag Ge 
Fn. oe a, ( & tear 
of  atry one convert | 
when men arer 

ity. In.the | 


ders of Chrifs Palhon, W 4 twacon - 
the Crols, the ©San* was @ | | 
ſixth houre to the ninthhouxre, the Verna 
| _ was tent in twain, the Earth did 
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L ll hee bis. os hz not your hearts... 
| i eto ſe ans 
oo bo "with*lt;"but being 
'['will noe 14 how 


” 


aptm het 1 this Pris 


I. 


- i Phipldati for Chrif and 
bi oat cone ina Drs 7 


= 


. Re” uw. 

Mes Xs wt ey 
\:? . } - 

Ke Peg 


% "+ 
flak i 


(1p) 


wichout { 


ſupernatural -regeacrating, grace] & 
7 mam elegant ua for imume- 
diate and erernal fellowthip with God, To 


explicate this, take theſe four Particulars. 

Firt!, Readineſs for Chrili, and Blea-- 
yen doth not conlilt in being Virgins, &-«- 
Church-Members, and in havirig: the ſþe-' 
cious: leaves of Profeſlion, ' Thetcarerhore 


then 2 chap prey to 1 che 
truce Religion, that are and 
falſe '1't at Rel jon Alt viſible 


hurch, 'that are fealed wich che Sign and 
Becratnent of Inicfarion,/ are not made fir 

vr divine-Communion. Nieodemass was cir= 
mciſed, 'yet not fit for-che oÞ 
ven. Fadas was an Apoſtle and Preacher, 
Þit the for of perdition : Simon: Magar 
yas baptizcd, -and in' the 'gall-of birter- 
| Many think, *tis ſulicieneto fave chemy | © 
\ Fhat chey were born in England, and-de- 
Fcrrided of Religious or Proteſtant Paretitsy 
| Wat they keep their Chorch,fay hel Pray 
W5, receive the Lords Supper, and procure 
* io Mir oh when' Uying: The undes;, 
ied-irr chefs Exrarnal Rithd + © 

; xying out,” The. 
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| < 0) 
Briefs, and Sacrifices and could go upto 
we * roy to worſhip, they were (as. they 
4th Gought) the happiclt peop!e in the whole 
'” world. How many Atheiſts and haters of 
God and Holineſs, have been Baptized ? 
Reſt-not here for he is not a Jew that; is 
one le the Oh Rom, 2. 28. Gal. 6. 13. 
_tny —_— wk iſed Iſraelites Kine of 
ldren of the Rchlopany 


— 4+ T 
| {Re doth it conſiſt in crimming 
of 5 4, e. in External duties and Reli- 


&s, which to the view of the world 
may -be ſplendid and very plaufiþle. Boxg 
| 's non fachunt bonum virum, ſed vir bonus 
. opera bons. Luther. Good works 
IE nad man,. but a good man 
makes good works. Unregenerate men 

- their ſervices proceed from the ſame pri 
ciple'that their ſins do. - The Tree muſt 
2 | be good before. the fruie can by, good, the 
p Woe of the-cup pr. platter may A 

| hear tae word aladly, ſo.did 

| akon paar fioquently, ſo did the Pharj 

of Jerbc; ol Gale! 


iO Qs © - A IP oO” 


BL = 


_ (at ) ; 
over they may, be exaQt in-their, ſecond table. ©" 
duxics, wrong £0 man, be juſt and Rightg> . .\ 
| ous,giveunty Ceſar the things that arg Gor 
J ſars, (lo were {ome of the Heathen). and. yet 
' | beftrangers to God, the new Birth; Union, 
and Communion . with Chriſt, without." * 
*| which no-man can be ated,:and gre» *_ 
| pared fos the rin prove; De; is 
3 ' 3ly Neither doth this reafli | 
lie in being of fych a partyy | 
1 0g ot and ey fr | 
and forms of Religion and Worlbig ; A 
man may. be Epiſcopal, a; Presbyterian,. an 
Indepengenty an Annes $99.4 News 
ex. to. the hte and. power,” of, Religions. \} 
« Jews, High Priets,. and. Elders: the | 
Scribes and Phaxiftes were. wealous for Mes. . -# 
fix. Law, the Cuſtom , and. Traditions of © 3 
their Fathers. but the worſt Enemics Chriſt 
had.The Prelate of Ronee ſticks not to impale, + 
on and ſe Princes, and their-bloody, '-*'-31 
deluded Vaſlalscan murder & ſhed the blood, « 
of Prateſtants out. of cruct religious 2eal;,,;.; 4 
aly, Neither. doth it lie in. mental: 1+ 


= & * 


lumination and excellent. rare patty © 


gifts, common grace, and good opinion, 
and ; jacch of the Joſt, pact AIR 
and: judicious men ; A Mans Miod and In- 
» B 2 te 


| (25) 

| © tleChuals may be Adorned with tare Ne: 
nan LSE PUP 

aecatdtly at ndly abort 

<al principles; he tray NT Preach 
+ an Ahpel;8& be im high cſtcetn iri che Church; 
+. and yethave nothing in virr to-Incidle Bijth 
./" r0- Chriſt; and - prepare hirg for Hepvert, 


There is ſhinirig dof and conptcrfeit SI 
cer whch dc tnarly;as i Brift6i-Stong, 
pray ſhe ariifline lic Diamant, des 
Conntcr ke phtte of Ge 5p we 
-of a than'tndy be ike a man, and Artihdiat 
Flowers are as fair, and -look like Naturaf 
| Flowers fo common grace haththereferty- 
| 'blatiec of ſaving © Grace \ that OM 
qo order apes Lo} 


;ans, who doth to Mos for 


#; Hes, is Jukar, Deme, and madly 
=." -etheas. And who can' tell how high 


eminent men may bein officeand X 
Rbw found and orthodo'it Jud To! 
Opinion, how deep in Conyiction'and Con- 
mition, how regular in' Converſation; how: 
acalons, and warm in Aﬀection, how for- 
ward in' duties of ap, has 


Pe een how h | whth 


3 


(14 
: knowing his- life -was the” mark that- ſhe 
- Aim'd” at ; 'How many' ſeture ſouls aſleep 
+ in ſin go out of-the world.and ae awake 
till chey come to hell. | 
| Having ſpoken ſomething in theNegarive 
concerning this fitneſs and readi 
Chriſt.-I proceed now to the-politive part 
of my Anfwer, whercin it doth conſiſt. 
/. 1, There is an initial, or an habitual 
readine(s. for heaven, and there'is alſo'a 
more aQtual fitneſs to'go in with Chriſt, ' 
-. As ſoorr as a man is taken out of his na- 
tural ſoil, and the ſeed of God is ſown in 
' his heart , he is habitually ready for his 
future happineſs, If a Beliver ſhould, die 
the firſt day of his Converſion, he would 
certainly.:go to Heaven, -witneſs the Thief 
upon the Croſs, - But truly thereare many 
dear Children of God not aQtually pre- 
> pared, becauſe their ſpiritual eſtate is not 
ſo. well fetled. *Tis a great duty forall 
that are eſpouſed to Chriſt, to be. ina 
conftant and continual readineſs to meet 
Chriſt, and have immediate Communion 
with him : but ſad experience proves it 
is not ſo. A Woman may be eſpouſed-to 
another; and yet ſhe may be ſometimes not 
ready to-mect-him 3 her _ - | 


| ( 25 ) OR 
be off, and her foul apparel on. \ To Ries- 
ſolve this I ſhall (hew, | 
Firſt, when the Chriſtian is noe ready; 
Secondly, when he is aQtually ready,” 
Firſt, when the Believers foul, Tike Hi 
zekjab's Sun, is gone ſome d back» 
ward, i. e. under remarkable declinings 3. 
And the beſt things in him are ready to- 
dic, viz. grace, inward; joy; peace, old ex- 
pericnces, godly forrow- are ready to die. 
If the firſt warm, burning, flaming love of 
the Eſpouſals be lefſned, and' much abated 
towards Chrift, ſo that the Mans heart doth 
vigorouſly g0 forth after ſenſual Objeds, 
and the dead. child is put in theplace of the 
living child; is he ht to go inwith Chriſt? 
If Grace be under remarkable decays and 
witherings, and the Souls Beauty departed, 


Can a Man then welcome Chriſt ? "What. 
cauſe have thouſands to cry out with the” 


Prophet, My leanneſs , my leanneſs : Is it 
not Autumn or Winter in many. a (out * 
How little life and love have you,andmuch 
ado to maintain ' it. I heard # good Wor 
man, in a diſpairing condition, complat 
of want of natural affection taher His 


and Children. And may we not with.” 


holy Bradford weep for - want vi love to. 
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"1 C110) 
»2$:22; How many ſtrong and 
. | Temptations are incident .to youth ? there | ! 
is ne-ſach glaſſy Nlippery Piece of way be 
+ fween you and Heaven as Youth, Beware, 
- laith a Divine, of this green young Devil, 
the. hot and fiery paſſions of Youth. That I © 
' true, Father in God, John, writes to y 
men who were: Bchevers betimcs, 
and Grace, - Chriſt and a young ' Man or 2 
ng Woman / are a ſweet Couple (faith ; N 
lame Author; ) Old Jacob commanded | , 
bis Sons. to: carry. down to Foſeph the balk ( 
Fruits of-the. Land - of Canzan, Gen. 43. 34 ory 


Yout 


*< 


-» 
SI” OS 


Itis. Primxoſe or Spring-Flower of Grace 


AD # | 


Vertae, willibe very grateful co ect F, > 


Young; Men and young: Women 


heapkenn wo the advice ofhim-who knew by, þ 5." 
bweet experience how good it was to, begin J - 
with. God early , &ccdleſe 12. | Remember Jer 


thy- Creator: in the days - of thy 
Kingdom of.- Heaven .'( faith Chiift ) is 
hike- a men that i at Honſholder , which 
ent; out [early to; hire Laboyreys tnto' bl 
Vineyard, Mat. 324 3, WHl you in the Aur 
xo or .Goldea-Morning of your, Youth 
g9 about your, Maſters Work; :or -rathet I: 
your own ? Mine Offering are' for a. ves 
favour unto me- (faith the Lord;) :y6':thi 
v5 obſerve. 


"OI 


youth. The 


p, 3 
wit Hh Th Wt 
: 6 Tr 
M0 "© 
. 


— > wPe peels, 
| obſerve 0" offer in their ſeaſon, Tha 
yotmg Bullegk, and Lambs - of ” the "firf 
year arc foF®#the Lord, -Nienb."28, The 
| godly Child mentioned iti the little "Book, © 
when it ſaw the Tokens 'of Death" Air, 
cried out, 1 am. mark't, death was welcome 
to'it, being mark't for Chriſt, and ready 
for Heaven. © Thog' haſt promifed to'be 
| the' Lords before this day, and, a free-will 
{ offering vowed was not to ba; releafed, 
I Nwmb, 39, The Daughters of behad 
(being young Virgins) ſued for an Inhexi» 
'{ tance among their Brethren (viz. ) to have 
a Lot in the Holy Land. Do -you Gekehr 
an Inheritance among 'Believers- inte 
better ' Country? Heaven is before 'you 
and God bids you, as once Abrabam and & * 
Lot, to make your choice 3 he expeRs it, > ©Þ 
who will requite your youthful — 
Jer. 2.12. No Wite tothe.” Wife of 
the Youth; Io the Morning relolve.to ſow 
the feed of Verne, / and-thou'(halt reap, 
Sanftifle” to © me the” Firft-born-;" ſaith. a i 
Lird, -Deal' by "the Soul , as Hamngh* tid 
Ne be ne 6 fc « ena? 
Tis the'beft time for fach a tion, 
ant if thowdoſt inten@ bby $-orTs 
Who faith,' My Son gibt me'thy bears, Proviy” * - 
0; & 26 ' 


 - S. — >” BY IT > Ws,” woos gy  _s 


1 (112) 
25, Bc holy and thou ſhalt be 
= Sinher, thou canſt not make too haſt 
| to Heaver, When did you hear a young 
woman, being Eſpouſed to aPerſon,comely, 
> rich, wiſe and honourable, fay, It was too 
*>. ſoon forſuchan Advantage, Let this day 
be thy Marriage-dayz Marriage is honour- 
able, eſpecially this Marriage, it being to the 
(ings Son and Heir of Heaven, And if. 
hone have been converted that heard thele 
Sermons.O that you that read them may be 
the Firſt-fruits, Exod. 34. 26. Micah 7. 1. 
Rom. 15. 5. It hath bin and is the bd 
ſight in England, and in our Aſſemblies 
to ſee ſo many young faces towards He 
ven., ready to go in. with Chriſt. Te 
wade you to beſtow the dew of you 
outh on Chriſt, and that your reſolutiog 
for heaven may as a mighty torrent c 
A down all before it, 
2 Take theſe Incentives, 


T. The Church is called a Virgin, Chrillf f 
the Bridegroom, and the flourithing Agf H, 
of Youth muſt. be the beſt vime to make W 


this Match. The Birds chuſe their 
ig, the Spring 3 the young - Bees, whe 
; thruſt out by the old Ones, ; work ing þ 
Summer for Honey in the Winter, The Many | 


bs ied ke 

ri Ff the , when Men ſhou 

thiok £ Grave: are wondred at and 
ſomewhat raxe. Sinner, the time-of Youth 
is the choiceſt and fitteſt ſeafon for thy 
Soul. Now, thine affections, viz. Delire, 
Love, Joy, Delight, (the wings and feet 
of thy ſoul, to carry thee to the arms and 

&« boſom of Chriſt ) are ripe and flouriſh, 

- While thy Love is warm, ſtrong, and all 
thy ſenſes and faculties quick, lively, ative, 
place them on ſweet Jeſus. Timouſneſs or 

4 Priority we muſt have ever reſpe& unto 
in this grand Afﬀair 3 as the Woman came 
to Chriſts Grave carly, Lake 24. 1. fo carly 
muſt we get Grace, How excellent is it 
for a young Man, or Maid, to have ſuch a 
ſpring of Grace as to invite Chriſt tg come 

and Iwell with him , Cant. 4. uit. The 
Owner of the Garden delights to ſee-the 
young Plants Bud , Bloſſom, and bear 

| fruit , Cant. 6.11, To trade with God 

i for the Oil of Grace, and to prepare for 

&f Heaven early, is the richeſt Tradevin the 

$ World. - Say with him who was pious in 
Af his Youth, and could tell what had 
wall done for his ſoul, Ihom bave 1 in Heaven 
0; 7 thee ? O God, thou art my Godrearly will +4 
WY Luk thee, Pla, 63. 1; 73-25. Dos the , i 
i ER * * Primitive iN 
| F 


o © © 
£ +4 + 4 
4 : ? 4 
« Wy * 
A ” wn *. 
= < - M . 
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3 C114) 
itive Chriſtians, who gave thaniſelves | | 
. to the Lord, 2Cor. 8.5; It may'be thou 
3 as poor ln the World, and haſt not Gold fr 
' Frankincenſe and Myrrh -to offer unto'Jt 
thy God, nor a thonfand Rams, and tenfh 

thoufand Rivers of 'Oil, yet thou haſt an 

Heart which is a Pucſcnt for a Prince, a 
Gift for the Great God. Lord, ſuch as Ie; 
have T thee, and *tis thine own, my] x 
body and my ſoul I-refign to thee, Rom, [2 
12,1. This is 'the Male 3 do not bringfth 
the blind, the lame, and the maimed, left; 
he fay to thee, as to thoſe facrilegious Persfto 
[otis; Go bffer it to thy Governonr, ſee whe*fF, 
ther be will azcept of it ; where thou haſtſhh; 
Tpent the © beft * thy 'Floure, 'beftow thyſly; 
Brin. . Let the World, Fleſh and Devil, 
om _ had oe Youth, have the ſnuff 
old Age toos Sinner, ftayh ve 
tilt AN ola 7 Tos and no thanks to part with$1,, 
thy fins 3 fin will leave theez- when the Oflfnec 
is waſted the Lamp will go out. Then 
aa Ret young al man, and fay to God 8 
Abab to Benbabad, ] am thine and-all thi 
T have. My head and my heart is thi 
my feet, and my hands, 'and all is thing 
heart is thine to lbve thee; my uy 
to plot” for- thee , © wy * 


(415) 
work for . thee, my feet” ſhall go for thee, 
my, tpRgue (ball ſpeak to thee and for 
thees, It I had a thoufand hearts, Lord, 
thou, ſhouldſt have them all. "is to 
honour him with thy Firſt-fruits, ' Prov.3.9, 
ni Zames 1. 16, 
af 2, Break off from 'the Devil and” Sig 
early, and gather up this heavenly hidden 
YI Mannab of Divine Grace in the Morning, 
kJand go forward, and thou wilt. be a Mo- 
$ ther in Iſrael, or a Father in Gods” Fas 
ily. The new born Babe, will come © 
IMIto be a young man, and a young man"a 
egFather. The hot fiery Luſt, of [Youth is 
ihe Devil in his- Flowers, (faith one) in 
YIYouth " the Devil finds dry Sticks, arid 
Kr Coals, and an Hearth Stone, and how 
Soon can he with his Fliyt caſt fire and 
a\Svith his Bellows blow .it up. and fire the 
thHouſe, Therefore- | git | Grace  betimes 
MFnto the Garriſon of thy heart, that thoit 
KMEnayeſt be able to repel his helliſh cempta» 
 Sions. *Tis Chriſts - delights to be ear» 
vas in the Vineyard , Cant. 7. 12, Trees 
at Bloſſom inthe Spring, are molt fruit- 
and moſt uſeful. © God made choice af 
he Almond-Tree ( "tis [aid ) becanle"it 
: | F Blofſott- 
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Bloſſomed firſt When the Tmage of Hea- | 
Fen is ſattipt catly upon' a mans ful, (i 
prongs attdin preat cnidencl 

nd Holineſs,” "Maſes ,, Sanur} ward © 
Dinat Timithy , began with God” be 


e,. and. were .in the upper Fort þ in 
{= Schbol, and Stars of the'firſt Magni- 


tude.” Obadiab feaxcd the -Lord from 
his. youth, ant how. oſcful *was he ? Fi 
Seek tbe King 1gdoin, of Heaven, Marth. 6, 35 , 
*Tis an Hotioul to be firſt in Chiilt, 
firſt converted in'a Town or Family, Put 
to be the firk Diunkard, the firſt Adil T 
xr, the Perſtcutor, or the firſt | 
tex of, Faniraftick , 'diſguiſed Faſhions," - 
oo wicked PraRices deſerves to be brand 
cd with infatny, arid reproach.,” Seniorit u 
or Priority in te faith and rue Piety, 
a" piai Roy. 6, 5, Salute Andronieas. . 
and Junia who are of” Note,(faith Pal ) 7 | 
were in Chriſt | before me. Whereas. to bi 
a young Sabbath-breaker, a, yourig For 
+cator,” a young Thief, a young At cit," 
"horrible ſhame and ignominy.. On 
contrary, to be firſt in Gods fear andf 
, yours and to have carly cxpetietice:t 
Chriſfts Eove, is both commendable ; 
_ "<6mfortable, 
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REL. 
- 3,” Delay is the Qd Change 
o_ Pg 0 ay ceitfy - 
5, ve my Soul, Matth. 24. 435 
® T6 litiger and procraftinare in x matter of 
| - "this moment, 15 x trick and theat of the > 
\ \Old Serpent. to undo thee for eyer. To Zap 
F -to'&ay; ich the great Tandtord 'and Og” 
-mitter vf out time. * To morow, hereatþ .. 
ter, (faith the Devil) to whole voice. Sith 
F* ner, wilt thouliften, © God; or the Devit 2 
Haltz,for thy life, ftay not, faid the” Angel to 
* Lo; if ht had flayed a little longer he had” 
+ becrburn'd.*. WH you by, delays” pleaſe 
; "the Devil',; 41d" take”, whips and it 


S For'your ves, treafure” up, wtath, this 3s' 
- to add to the Heap, ant? bihin, fewel © the, 7 
Ag hat maſt burr vport chee'toEternityy. {8 
Bile aphi need Ach kate?" the ThieF wehe 


" 8 7-1 Fell & the" Crown the ſame. 3 
S. day: Do not traſt to Yi, ie was kurt = 
' 5 * and he a Prodi Po 4-0 rn 2 


A. 'tenc. ' Suppoſe” God -thould- (ay 1 4hite 
that” art' yaithg\"'as one? Foſeph. th: I 
Brethren , Exceps your. yotenfer Broth de! x 
eone' with [you, + ſhall” 102 fee. my. Back 5 


ps thog do nor if e fear" > Ubry mein 5 
Hy yu bh le hu Jt. n. 
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,Youtt, ! Teccs tht ary 
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"Yay of the hoary-Head, there is no hope, 


wenth hour, have becn- called and come to 


' foon, to morrow may with anguiſh of ſoul 


"the preſent time, none for hereafter. The 


While Eſaxz was hunting, he loſt the ble 
ting. Many ſpall ſeek, 10 enter in, and ſha 


£: over ſome of you? Gray hairs 


n » 


= 
i © 


C118) 
afford little Fruit,, The Inhabitants of 


China marry their Children, very young, 
to prevent. their Debauchery., 1 will not 


Þccauſe ſome few in the Evening, or ſe- 


Chriſt : But with fear and trembling , 
conſider, thou that ſayſt to. day it is too 


cry out it is too late, *Tis good for a man 
to bear the Yoke in his Youth, #. e. Chriſts 
Yoke, not the Devils Yoke, whoſe Slaves 
and Drudges he will make you, until he 
damn you, What a grief is it, that youth- 
ful fins and old bones ſhould meet in the 
Grave, Job 28,11, 

4. Divine Precepts and Promiſes are tr 


> tHogtt Mood hath no Future Tenſe, 
ing out of ſcaſon hath had no ſucc 


not be able. While they went to buy 
Bridegroom _ came , ſeek, the Lord while 
may be found, Ia. 55. 7+ Prov. 8. 17. Ar 


not the ſhadows of the evening ſtretched 


re and. there, they; wil . ell: youth 


(119) 
night is near: Look up” you old and 
young Loyterers , and ſee whether your 
Morning-Sun is not paſt its Meridian,” yea, 
near its ſetting, Doſt thon not fee many* 
e- & young men dic, and* go before thee'to the® 
to | Grave ? Art thou certain of another day? 
> , M Will net God reckon with chee for fo'ricly 
50} a Talent, and treaſure of time puttinro thy 
ul hand ? What meaneft thou, O fluggard; 
an Y © ſleeper, awake, ariſe, pray, prepare, that 
ſts Y thou periſh not. Thy Lord inccnds to: come; 
how wilt thou fear and'tremble to look hit 
in the Face, and thy work not done? 
Sinner , go home and 'mourn over this 
gftat and irreparable \lols, ela tg d= 
precious time. And now 'before 
draweth the black ſhade over thee, fct-all 
things at rights betwixt God-and thy ſoul: 
And if thy foul and heaven depend- uport 
an inch of time, do not waſt it for 2 
World. t- 
5, To know, fear, love and ſerve Go . 
in our Youth, is the beſt comfort of \Me 
Age. A young Saint, and'ar-old' Afiget5 .is 
a true laying. | | 


me 
— _—— ——- ., Ae —— 


Here 1 ſubjoyn Motives for” Saints ard 
ay ot lingers, 
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| (120 ) 
fwncrs to prepare 3 and means and direQt- 
cns.in order'to it- | 

© 1. Ms, Conſider with greateſt ſeri» 
oulneſs the ſare paſſing excellency , dig- 


nity, and glory, of the Perſon, for whole. 


ſweet and delightful preſence thou muſt 
prepare. Here I, am at a los, and know 
not how-to think, ſpeak, or write of this 
infinite, matchleſs, and tranſcendent beauty 
and glory of Chriſt, Which will keep 
all- created: tongues of Men and Angels in 
exerciſe and bake night and day to ſpeak 
of it. Now if you would haye a Glimpſe 
of this gloriqus One, view his Titles, and 
bear what a true, Charger they give of 
wn, who have ſeen him, not face to face, 
but. through. a Glaſs. darkly. Chriſtians, 
you aze invited to.{ce this King, and Son 
of, the higheſt in his Glory, Caut. 3. 21, 
Go..ye forth, Q ye Daughters of Zion, and 


bebold King Solomon , with the Crown {| 


 whrrewith, bis Mather crowned bins, inthe 


day,of bis Eouſals., Chrift appeared to : 


8) 


John - un. wonderful Luſtre, an Majelty, - | 


cloathed with- a Garment down; to, the 
oo , girt with a golden Girdle, his 
cad and his Hair white as ſnow, his Eyes 


35:2 flame of Fire; his Countenance 5008 


214 


| C124) 


a fax excellent. hin 
t it {hould.. be 
Go eſt , Dn, Spe 


>. of. raiz 
to y whole Sea, Lakes, Rivers and Founs, 
tains of ten thouſand Earths, (faith a fa+ 
mous Divine); The Church; whotadrhe 


tot aggyainſange. with this wat ger 
affirins, Ho js aliagether- Lovely; 20s 
Ah do, you eagiegt; his Company and Prom 
{ence in yn and-not prepare?:;, If a, 
man-be to.cat with the Ruler,,. he will. 
make himſglf ready, - Foſeph ſhaved; hims. 
(clE and put off his Priſor-garrpents when 
he was &@ appear in Pharoabs Proſhnge: 1:1: 
it fit Swme (ſhould. come; into; a Kings Prev 
harber ?.-, The | Maids. that went: 
- Abafuerws were for lix' Months. tobe: 
wikh- Qi: of Myrih cad (wee; 
Odors; Art thou a filthy Swing!; 7 
Goat, and ney ves betore the Kin 5 Loy 


Wk. 


© - 


| 
: 
: 
| 
1 
4 
12 


———»#. A£SOs. CS VERSA Yoao89 - 
_® "hs "L9 » S = 


Joy” ( 122 ) 2 
Glory. His Wife bath made ber ſelf ready, 
yg 9.7, 8.- Friend, doſt ere nd 
took for Chrift, and pleaſe thy ſelf with 
the thoughts of- ſeeing of him , and not 
caſt off thy fins as a menſtruous Cloth ? 
Peter exprefſcth his love to his Lord, by pro- 
fefling he was not only ready to go to Pri- 
oe, Put to die for his ſake, Lyke 22. 33. 
Was Peter and Pan/ ready to ſuffer and die 
for Chrift, and | will you not make ready 
to live and reigrn'with Chriſt; in heaven for 
ever, | 


" GY _—_W—— AR 


hm. 


'(#. Mo The ' red Dragon and Old* Ser- 


' parit-the Devil, that' deſigns 'thy Eternal 
woe, ” Makes it his main bufmeſs' to? hin- 


der this work,therefore tnake ready. Tobjah 
arid” Sanballat were not' {6 bulic to retard, 
and hinder the building of Jerwſalom and 
Temple; as the Devil is to hinder thy pre- 
tron for hcaven. He hath his Devices, 
is'Wies, his Depths, and all imployed: to 


| impedeand obſtruR this work; Hetet fu 


cavour to detet ſome of the ſtratagy 
of this aRtive, and malicious Adverfary the 
Devil, 194.3 71h egy 
"1 ew doth Satan hinders vis Work; 
AI uv 1 - Anſw«. 
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Anſw.1. By luggeſting delays and puttiag- 


1 | of our duty': and to this-end he will per-. 
i 4} ſwade, 
t 1.' Though i6 may and'muft be done, -it 


» | is too ſoon, another feaſon'is better then 
- } the preſent time. 
. 2; That there isno life ſweet as a life 
- | of lin and ſenſuality, 
. 3-' That preparation for heaven is a- 
ſhort and eafie work, and may be. done: 
/ hereafter , or when we will. Sinner, if 
thou doſt think it caſie to:repent, believe,? 
*and change thy heart, and- ſecure heaven: 
at any time, - Let me ask thee, Cant 
; make an ether World, and:keep/the whole? 
Laws? Canft raiſe the dead,or hive here tor! 
ever ?*- Thou-mayſt do one as well as the: 
. other, ai. 1 
2, By withdtawing-men frotn- the uſes 
of powerful-and awaking means, in whictv 
they may meet- with. Chrilt. aud be cans 
.. verted; © + | oy 
. By repreſenting the difficulty and im 
rolſbility; of a firict and "pious life: To» 
infinuate and faſten this temptation,gthe De» 
 villwill make men bclieve; 4; ag 
1. That there is no abſolate» neceſſity of. 
(ey preciſencls (-. [ > 
» F 5: 2;. Thatz 
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2, That mer may live ill, and die well 
Go in the way to Hall, and come to Hcas 
yen. | 
'2, That ho main-cav-liye ſuch- a'life,; if 
ſo, *tis a fad, penſive life, and no way Eligi- 
ble, or to be choſen, 
4. By raiſing prejudice and evil thoughts 
in mens minds again} the Preachers, 


and Profeſſors - of the Goſpel ;. fych as { 


theſe : | 

7. That the beſt axe not ſo good towards 
God, as they ſcem-t6 the World, but falſe 
and countextcit. 

2.” ;/That thy fin is ſecret, and in corners, 
though not openly, and in the face of the 
Sun :: And becauſe of the grofſer faults.and 
miſcarriage of fore, and the weakncſles, 
infafmitics, and paſſhons of others, they will 
think? well of none. Here note , *tis a , 
curſed delign of Hell, to put bad mcn pon 
the profeſſhon:'of Religion -0n;;purpeſe to; | 
difgrace,it, and render it odious to, the | 
Worlds | Dt 4] 

5. By abuſing and miſapplying the /No- 
Qrine ot EleRion and Predeſtination, fo as 
to infer and draw from it, wild and deſpey 
rate conclufions, 


6, By ſaggetting to poor deſponding | 
| . ſouls, | 


” 


| 


: 
- 0 


COR ; 
| (ouls; thattheday of Grace; andtime of 
preparation| for Heaven. is over.-r : 1 i 7 

7+: By :cotrupting and poyſoning mens; 
| fodgments with heretical and 'damnable- 
ſ Opinions and Prindples. » There's! many a- 
- mans head hath brought- him-to- hell. | To. 
inſtances : » 
: _ {| 4» That; Scripture is nat of Divinel Ana 
4 thority3: That che. World was from 'Eter=: * 
nity z That Religion . is. 2 | mcer Fiction 3 
That Regeneration , Faith , Repentance, * 
Communion with Chriſt is but moral-ver- 
tue 3- That Men may be ſaved of any Reli- 
gion 3 ' That Hell is a Bug-bear, and Heavens 
a Fools: Paradiſe. But let God” and: his! - 
Word be true, and every AF INETL] - | 

+ Law. 

4 8. By:calming:/and-quieting Mens 'Con- 
— with an _— and. carnal Relig 
on, an purpoſes. k 
9. cop hr alle Grounds and Bois | 
| deoces:fhr Heaven, tis. That 'Conwidtiony - 

and legal Terror 'is Converfion, that' and 
| - honeſt; civil, ſobet life, withoutChriltiabd! ,| 
| faith in. him, will bring men to Hegvak 
Theſe aze the Fig-lcaves Mendon | 
who. walk) inthe ſparks _ by. 2 of teds | 
| own fic; 1a.5a 72921 mmnas 
012437 ra. By 
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; 10. By fuggeiting the numberleſs num»! 
| ber of non-Profeſſors, and theſe many / of 
' therrhonourable, rich, learned, wiſe men, 
and that 'it 'will be of dangerous conſe- 
quence openly to own & practiſe Religion, 
and therefore they cannot prepare for Chriſt, 
* and purchaſe Heaven at ſo dear a rate, Sins 
| ner, let me tell thee, whatever Satan doth 
* make thee bclieve,thou haſt no'caule to take” 
a Minuteeſt, while unzeady.. | 


— ———— 


RY  ——_ 


Mo. 3. There. are multitudes of care- 
leſs ſouls (as you have heard) afleep: and 
| fecare.,. who will be ſadly difappointed |! 
txemble.,- leſt it: ſhould. be. . your , caſe, 
Woe to them that are at eaſe in Zion. 
Carnal ſecurity, rifing from ſelt-ignorance, 
(elt-tighteouſncls, and bope of future re- 
pentauce, is a ſecret-Eremy, like. an Im» 
Wne,- never yp it ſelf, but 
unmediately killing, «In the-greab 
of God. the Church, are not 'only: 
WW of Gold, but -of Wood, Earth and * 
4 forme 40 bonowr , 'and ſome to diſhe- 
"nowrl;+ 2: Tim. 2. 20. | There.) axe who 
has inct 'the title or name of: Virgi 
| och lefs the nature, Some-have not: 
much. 


— OD GO 0 OOO — » . eM—_ ——— -—- - — — —_ - 
- 
- 
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much love to Chriſt and his Goſpd as td 
profeſs +it; They loath to be in'c y 
with the fincere Saints oF Chriſt, rieithey 
will they take any pains for their immortal 
ſouls, 'but wholly negle@ the performing 
of thoſe duties, and gaining thoſe Graces 
neceſſary for preparation, The Children 
of the-/ great King , arid Favourites: of 
Heaven do' make ready :-1et' this be as a 
godd iv your fide to/provoke and: quicken 
you. The Veſlels of the Temple for” ſa- 
cred uſe, were pure poliſhed Veſlels ; 
Clviſtians, you are deſigned to ſtand in 
Gods Preſence,-to ſee his Face] and -Tvdge 
im his 'boſomto' Eterriity-: therefore You © 
muſt- not love and follow 'whom ' you - 
pleaſe, The Kings D hter” it ty 
within , and" ber my #4 of wroughy 
Gold , ſhe fpall 'be by yy 
Royitent of Needle-work ; and the Virgi 


her Companions foll ber, *PCaf 45; 15 | % 
OS: Hap M. 


Sons 'and+\ Dau 

wherr dogs and 

and: Iſhmael arc turned ovt', Sarah =” 
Iaae ſtay in the Family. Now, fenſta}] 
fecure dinner , whoſe! example «wilt fe 
follow ?::the Devils herd; orithoſt-mſtil 
6&5 4nd patterns of - Piery that thakeretd 4 


13H L Cor. 
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I: Gar. 11s 1 Phil, 3, 17, '' Great - Alexan- 


aſe bone inthe + Olympian Games * An 
{wered , Tea;' of I may; won. with Kings. 
The;;Sajots of the moſt high arg honours: 


them! for this/;Crown and Kingdom; | Here 
is the, Race, abgve3s the Croren, aid: Teng- 


ſid i Mr; Broder to» «his Fellow ſub 


ferers, | 


— 


LIT 1 7 | 
Av. 4; Think -upon the - preſent , | fu- 
kuxe, ag ;woſpeakable advantage of Pre: 


paratipn tor,Hgarens Ges an, aflugegce. of 
mg in. with..Chriſt to'eternal fellow+ 


Nena can. polſibly get above the 
WE. cath ang Hell; withqut a well 
obeys of” Heaven The thoughts 

of CS ;,and death, chg laſt Fnemy, 
will he a Cab: tojche ſoul aneady..,- What 

> bemblings and ſhiverings of heart, and: 
"” perqurbation of ſpixit, doth the thoughts 
96, the ' Chambers of. Death cauſe;,, till a 
be man 620. ſay; 'Tis becter;for him: to-Jig 
-Whea-t0 i lives - Whom a; ray he 


"1, IF \ 


: 
: 


| 


der--beipg, asked,, Whether, be wopld exer-: 


able - perſons; and prepare and, run} with. + 


v6. the , Martyr. Req and get tbe Prize; | 


-avd .yag need \not (fear, No . Man - 


\ 


. 


1 


FX 


YO a” _ —_ © YT WP. © © 
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upon PU Grace and .Jmape ; of: God 
bl, and. ſecs his title to $i Fong | 
will prevent Axmics of fear, and Legions; 
of. doubts. Now ;*tis mg more. for me... 
die then to cloſe nwne eyes, ſaid a podly 
niſter, When a man. carries his -Ey 
dences for Heaven in his heart and Ty 
he will be \chearful, and content, with:a, 
ſmall pittance of the World, .A holy. 
pcor , Woman, - whoſe Faze was often. but- 
bread ard water , ſaid , She would. wot 
change her andition or the greateft Lady. 
in the Land, Mr. Jordan gb (to 
excite his' Nejghbours to make ſure fox | 
Heaven)! was wont to (ay , nmdread 
and 'Kennel-watey was gaod Fare, with 
Aſſurance of *Heaven, When a Chr 
an conſiders what he hath. is by 
pant with Chriſt, and be..jit more a 
tis for his good and, belt for.himg ; | 
refreſhing -«nd,, comfortable. is: 2 F + 
might have bin, wealthy and w RY 
eat the. fat; drink the , ſweet ,;ans = 
many outward comforts, 'and-.no "Ge : 
I might have had a Farm, a.Mannox, wich: 
es delicate | E-qFG »,j any Peryants 
Atandants y but, ins , Party an | 
be Gre, Gel hath add. at laſt” have 
gone 
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gone” to Hell. - Moreover , the 'Affurance 
of going itr with Chriſt wilt deaden the 
heart-to the World, and make a man-wil- 
ling to leave all for Chriſt 3 yea, it will re- 
concile a godly man to the ſharpeſt Pro- 
vidences, and fevereſt ſfiroke of Gods 
Hand. It will make a Chriſtian ſuffer 
willingly , and bear the Croſs patiently 
and comfortably. When -that ' great 
Sufferer look'd up-to his exceeding eternal 
weight of Glory, his aflictions ſeemed 
light> The hope of Heaven will lighten 
and fweeten any Aﬀiction, Heb. ro. 34; 
Latimer © rejoyced when his - Biſhoprick 
was 'taken' from him, Df. Taylor leapt 
for joy *whicn 'going to be burned; If you 
_ teffen wv abate any thing of my ſuſſerings, 
(tid -the Martyr) # will be to my loſs. At 

#tratford-Bawe were ' burned' in Queen 
Maries days , atone ſtake, a lame man 
* anda; blind man, The lame-man, ' after 
» He'was” chained, ('caft 'away his Crutch; 
Bafe the blind man,” Be of good comfort, for 
 dlemb-would heal them both ; ſo they pati- 
ently ſuffered-with a calm and-edate mind; 
Ld gain, Preparation for Heaven will'make a 
Min go Gnging in he ay of the Ford, arid 
var duties to flow from us like water 

- 612 | from. 


\ 7 
bo 
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from a Fountain 3 and free-will offerings 
are always beſt” and molt grateful to Gol. 
In tine, due Preparation for going. in with. 
Chriſt, wilt be an_ tual means'to pre- 
vent that aQtive adverſary the Devil, who 
improves all opportunities and advatita- 
ges againſt Gods poor people, eſpecially 
their, weakneſſes, when' they are brought 
low in "body. and mind too. *Tis (aid of 
the nattral- Serpent', Nox nifi moriens in 
longam producitur , he is never. at his full 
length till dying. When a godly man is 
dying, *the old t ſhews himſelf, lets 
; out his ſting, but an Aﬀarance of Gods 
favour will quench his fiery darts”. : 


« 
A. —— 


Mb. 5. Chrifts long \abſence, Gods un" 
wearied patience, ' and all the talls, threat- 
nings, warnings and alarms of the Ward: 
are; that mtn ſhould make ready for himy* 
and eſcape - the wrath' that *is - to*comme;” 
Why are meats and © Minifters'continied,' 
and the offers of Grace by the ' Gol} 

rehewed , - but to bring Souls. over unto” 
Chriſt, and fafe to Heaven ? He ſent forth 
othet Servants ,' Marth, 22, The fult in' © 
the Morning, others atthe ſixth, nitthand 
KING *4 eleventh 
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 Meyengh jhqur. , Why js the Fay mid-= 
, bug to raiſe and bm up the Nleepicr 
Yirg gins .to, make Ready ?, There _ axe 
©] Ciis God makes uſe on, to ſtartle 
awaken men,, to mind their ſouls buli- 
nel , 

I The fiſt is, the. cry or voice of the 
Spirit, which is a ,moxe {ccret.and (iilt vgice 
to, qxcite 44s gnto 1 our duty. The, Holy 

mag  lath, -To 0 The Spurs ſaith, Come, 


| Pi Tn 1 fd the Ward. This) 
6. the Ya Tampa. 58.1. Jon 


tg a OE. by þ od 12 in 
Eo. gulalkem., ſaid ahh — 


2, 2, 
—-3- Fhere's-the ery of theRod:; ;: The Zardy 
Vaice criedyento the ſry Soenan Hoſe 1 
&+ There isgallo-the cry of Conkience 
«Al which ſerve. to-prompt us to. our duty, 
Fon had 


are us tas RON 


tof { Judgment long before,but that 
- he-is willing to-fave undone ſinners, -2 Pets, 
348" His langſuffering, ta j-vard, is mt) 
whlling that any ſhould, Periſhss due. tha a 
one cape Fe La Lf hy 

$111 WYa08 4 


' 
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Mora fonſi penitentie 1co1pis oft, 


7} 
The delay, of the. Bridegroom, is; the, 
time of repentance. There's not a Sabbath» 
day, nor a Sacrament-day, nox 4 Sermons, 
day, after the Judgment-day.. Now. God 
warns by his Judgwents, waits to be graci« 
ous, calls by his Miniſters, ſtrives by his 
Spirit : and you may be. welcome to him. 
And upon your Repentance, and cloling 
with Chriſt, you {hall be ;oſtifed,pardoned. | 
accepted, and taken into the marriage, and 
Crowved : But ſtay a litle longer, and the 
Door is ſhut,and then all your prayers,crics, 
tears; will be, fraitleſs.”7, O franery ariſe 3 
make haſte and. return unto the Loxd before 
it be,too late, | 


m——_—_— 


= I 


6, Mo. Chriſts coming will be'certging =? 
and you know mot how fon, ts Ved /.4 
fur.” ' The - ungodly | - Carnal; * | 

will be- {wallowed up, and drowned! in 
ſenſuality befoxe that day, as. Kt was in . 
the days of Nogb , 3nd many Reofeſlops 
will be. carele(s- and ſecure: Then Larding 
wat ſlack concerning bis Promiſe. The 
pro» 


_ 
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| omiſe to Adam of the Seed of the 
oman, was many hundred years before 
/ Chriſts Incarnation, who in the fulneſs 
" of time came. Tis now tmore then fix- 
feen hundred years ſince his going in Tri- 
gmph, from Earth to Heaven: And 
though he ſeemeth long op late before 
he comes, he will tally come at 
haſt. X 
Q. But to whom doth the coming of the Lord 
ſeem lang? © 
Anſw. 1. Chriſts coming ſeems long 
to Atheiſtical mockers, who fay, Where i 
the Promiſe of bis coming ? 2 Peter 3; 


«4 * | 
"© ' To his ſuffering Members. ' Their 
ery to - Vindi&tive Juſtice is, Lord, how 
long ? Plal. 94 3. Kevel. 6. 10, It theſe 
dayes. of fin and miſery ſhould not be 
ſhortned, no Fleſh could be ſaved. 

3; Chriſts coming is long to paſſionate 
Lovers ; who prize his - Preſence , / and 
long to ſee his Perſon : Haſte, my Beloved, + 
Rid the longing Spouſe. But count 

**- upon it, he will not fail in coming. *Tis 
the- great Article of our Creed , That 
Chriſt ſhall- come to judge the quick _ 
my j 


= 
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the dead.  Moxcover, he told is wade 
hearted, and dearly beloved Is 
(who were ſad at thetiding'of, his; ing, 
from them ) he would come and lene® 
them again. ' And he 'hath, accord 
his Promiſe , ever ſince ſent ances to 
ſupply his room , to teach, - refreſh and 
comfort . them [until . he comes ,. and 't9 
keep the recent memory of him io their. 
minds. He hath alſo . once. and apain 
preſented himſelf to the view of his ſuf- 
tering Saints, as ready to come and avenge 
their cauſe for them, As 7. 55. Rev Is 
13, 18, And he hath often met them in 
his Ordinances; and holy Ray, 
as an Anſwer of their holy Prayers 3, He 
is come, faith the Martyr 3 _ A 
of his love, comfortable converſe; and ſw 
meeting with Chriſt his Church hath. 
already , all ' which aſſures and 
that he will be with us in a lele; uh 
that ſhall come, mill come, and will not 1any, 
_ I0, 

eſt, But , bow will.. be come 1s and 
= will be come ? 


« ws. F Firſt , te will come. Parb-2 


. " 
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